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LETTER. 



Department of Common Schools, 

Harrisbur^, December 31, 1861. 

To His Excellency, Andrew G. Curtin, 

Governor of Pennsylvania : 

Sir : — In compliance with the act of Assembly, I have the honor, herewith 
to present to you, the twenty-eighth annual report of the Superintendent of 
Gommon Schools. 

V^ery respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

THO. H. BURROWES, 
Supt^t Common Schools, 



REPORT. 



To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pcnn- 

sylvania : 

Gentlemen : — In framing the present report, something beyond a mere 
statement of the operations of the Common School System, during the year 
which terminated on the 2d of June, 1861, seems to be proper and necessary. 

The experience of more than a quarter of a century has established the 
common school as a permanent social as well as governmental institution. 
It is therefore time to ascertain whether it is productive of benefits in pro- 
portion to the means employed and the period allowed for its development ; 
and if not, to endeavor, as speedily as possible, to increase its legitimate re- 
sults. 

The additions made from year to year to the working agencies of the sys- 
tem have also been in trial long enough, both to establish their great general 
value, and to disclose such slight imperfections in their details as are incident 
to all novel expedients. Hence further, the correction of these dtfccts becomes 
immediately imperative. 

And, finally, it grows more evident, every day, that there is an interference 
of operation and of interest between the common school and certain other 
useful and long established educational institutions, which is as injurious to 
both as it is detrimental to the community. The cause ot' the conflict is to 
be detected and removed, that the hiirmony which is as essential to these 
agencies, as it is inherent m the right processes, of education, may be restored. 
Consequently,asurveyof the ground occupied byall and theascertainmentof the 
sphere and rights of each, become indispensable to safe educational legislation. 

This report will therefore present : — 

I. The operations of the Common School System proper, during last year. 

II. A brief statement of the successes and short-comings of tlie Common 
School. 

III. A view of the origin and establishment of the different Institutions in 
our Educational System, and of their relation to each other. 

IV. Some suggestions for improvement in the agencies and details of the 
General System, necessary to increased efliciency. 

This is perhaps not the strictly logical order of presenting the subject, — a 
survey of the whole system properly preceding a statement of the nature aiid 
relation to each other, of its parts; but being as convenient as any, and non> 
in conformity with the requirements of the law and with fov*vr.ri' i};.i.'ti«TO 
than the one just alluded to, it will be adopted. 
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I. THE OPERATIONS OF THE COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM PROPER, DTTRINO THE YEAR. 

The year which closed with the U of June, 186 1, wns a period of com- 
tMrntive quiet and prosperity in educational affairs,— except the last few 
months, durinfif which, in common with every other interest and relation of 
the commiinitj', they exhibited considerable distuib.itice. But the school 
•rrangemtMits in nearly all the difttricts hnving been made, and in many of 
them completely carried into effect, before the breiiking out of the existinflr 
unhappy troubles, nofallinpr ofl'is perceptible in the general results of the year 
now to bd reported. Fortunately, also, for the cause of education and 
the claims of the risking generation on the school authorities, the alarm 
caused by the rebellion burst upon the country at a period the least injurious 
to the then ensuinpr season for operations. It commenced, culminated and had 
measurable subsided into calm di*cision, before the period arrived to make the 
final arrangements for opening the schools in the present year; and when 
that time did arrive, directors had generally taken a brighter view of public 
nllairs and acquired a more realizmg sense of their own responsibilities. 
Hence, it is hoped that little curtailment in the aggregate results of the system 
will be found to have happened, when the operations of the current year shall 
come to be aseertnined. 'I'he elFect will be, probably, rather the absence of 
the usi:al proportion of progress in school affairs, than any considerable 
degree of falling off. This, it is true, will be deplorable as one of the very 
worst consequences of the war; but, had the panic that seized very many 
districts in April and May, been transferred to September and October, and 
the school arrangements of the present year been thus made under its imme- 
diaie influence, the next annual report would announce not merely an arrest of 
progress, but an alarming decrease in all the great results of the system. 

Be this as it may, it is certain that the pu-t year was moderately prosperous, 
•s the t<»tals, presented under the heads ol — l.<t. Ordinary Statistics j 2;l. 
Special Statistics; 3d. Financial Operations; and 4>ih. Administration oi' this 
Department — will show. 

1. Ordinary S/atisfics, 

The following comparntive statistics show the onlinary operations of the 
i»chools during last, in contrast with those of tin^ prercding year, exehisive'of 
Philadelphia : 

Whole number of school districts 1,797 

Increase on ISGO 19 

Whole number of schools 11,910 

Increase on 1S60 .S33 

Whole number of pupils fSl)G,7f)f) 

Increase on 18(J0 11,UJ>6 

Average attendance of pupils 384,75*2 

Proportionate increase on I860 10,S37 

Average length of school term n mo. 7i days. 

Increase on ISGO 2 davs. 

Average cost of each pupil per month, including teacher's salary, 

fuel and contingencies *. 59 cts. 

Increase on 18G0 , 3 cts. 
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Whole number of teachers 14^297 

Increase on 1860 1 ,294 

Whole number of male teachers , 8,!V49 

Increase on 1860 378 

Whole number of female teacliers 5,748 

Increase on 1860 916 

Average salaries of male teachers per month ^ • $25 68 

increase on 18G0 1 48 

Averagre salaries of female tenchers per month $19 71 

Increase on 1860 , 1 (K) 

Total cost of tuition $1,436,063 00 

Decrease from 1860 6,0t8 70 

Total cost of fuel and contingencies $2*23,497 93 

Increase on 1860 13,541 55 

Total cost of purchasing, building, Tenting and repairing houses, $496 9124 67 
Increase on 1S60 47,678 39 

Total expenditure of system for tuition, fuel and houses $2,155,685 60 

Increase on 18(i0 55, 111 24 

Total State appropriation for all commtMi school purposes, (sime 

as previous year) $233,697 23 

Average number of mills on the dollar ** School Tax." 5.40 

Decrease from 1860 • 3 

Average number mills on the dollar, **Building Tax." 3.25 

Decrease from 1S60 , 10 

Total cost of system, including whole amount of tax levied, and 

of appropriation $2,389,383 60 

Inclusive of like totals in the city of Philadelphia, the follow- 
ing statement exhibits the grand results for the year : 

Whole number of Schools 12,245 

Whole number of Teachers 15,494 

Whole number of Pupils < . . 660, 2h5 

Average Attendance of pupils 430,278 

Average length of Term ......... 5 mo. 18 days 

Average Cost of pupil per month 60 

Total cost of Tuition. . 1,773,666 07 

Total cost of Fuel and Contingencies • 366 ,121' 09 

Total cost of School Houses 527,909 60 

Total cost of System, viz : Total of taxes levied, (including cost 
of collection,) amount paid by Philadelphia, and State appro- 
priation 2,900,.501 60 

These general results are derived from the annual reports of all the Dis- 
tricts in the State (Townships, Boroaghs and Cities, except Philadelphia) that 
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had reported at the time when this Report went to press, and whose statistics 
will be found tabularized from page 156 to 240,' and from the last Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Controllers of the Public Schools of the City of Phila- 
delphia ; — to both of which reference is respectfully made for local details. 

2. Special Statistics, 

These aggregate results, obtained specially for the purposes of this report, 
are not only most instructive in themselves, but throw considerable light on 
the conclusions hereafter to be presented : — 

Condition of school buildings: 

Sufficient in all respects (1163 built according to "The School 

Architecture") • 4,136 

Improvable by repair so as to be fit • 4«673 

Wholly unfit for use , 2,3'21 

Condition of furniture of school houses : 

Sufficient in all respects 2f^l'Z 

Improvable by repair 5,609 

Wholly unfit for use - 3,467 

Condition of schools, in reference to proper grading and classi- 
fication : 

Properly graded 1 ,500 

Schools not graded but pupils classed ,. 8,301 

Neither graded nor pupils classed ,. J ,803 

Uniformity of text-books: 

Number of schools with uniformity fully introduced. . , 8,120 

Do do do partly introduced 1,726 

Do do. ..without uniformity • 1,146 

Teachers, as to number, qualifications and success: 

Examined by County Superintendent during: year 16,464 

Number who taugiil with Proftjssionul Ceriificjitcs 1,4'J3 

Do do do do . . . .and who gave sat- 
isfaction 1,291- 

Do do do do . . . . who did not give 

satisfaction.. . . 198 

Do do ... . Provisional Certificates 11,692 

Do do do do. . . .and who gave sat- 
isfaction 7,606 

Do • • .do do do. . . .who did not give 

satisfaction.... 4,162 

Applicants rejected at examinations .«., 1,917 

Number whose Certificates were annulled 47 



Teachers' Certificates, as representing qualification: 

(3 represents the medium between 5, "very poor," and 1, 
"very good.") 

Lowest figure in Provisional Certificates, being the average of all 

the counties. . , , , , , , 4 

General average of all the county average figures 3i 
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Moral instruction in the schools : 

Schools in which moral instruction was regularly given .. ...^^ . . . • 6,352 

Do . ..in which the Scriptures were regularly read 7,173 

Do . ..in which the Scriptures were not read.^ 4,54>5 

Institutes, — County and District : 

Nunriber of County Institutes held 79 

Anrgregate attendance of members 4,895 

IM umber of District Institutes held 44>3 

Aggregate attendance of members 3,957 

Visitation by County Superintendents : 

Whole number of schools visited • 11,071 

Average duration of visits, in hours 2 

Whole number of schools not visited . . .' 975 



Visitation of schools by Directors : 

Number of schools regularly visited. . 7,060 

Do do. ..occasionally visited • 2,446 

Do do. ..not visited at all 1,1SS 

District Secretaries acting as District Superintendent: 

Number of District Secretaries who acted as District Superintend- 
ents ISO 

Amount paid for that service • $2,833 

District Secretaries, as recording officers: .» 

Number of Secretaries paid as such 1,116 

Amount paid for that service $1*2,783 

The greater part of these special statistics has been gleaned from the regu- 
lar annual reports of the County Superintendents and may be found tabular- 
ized, by counties, on pages 154 and 155 of this Report. The information 
relating to uniformity in text-books, or the want of it, and to the visitation 
of Schools by Directors, or the neglect of it, has been derived from answers 
appended by the district officers to the term certificiiteiit now on 61e in the 
Department, but not tabularized or embraced in any other part of this Report. 

Aiuch other valuable and suggestive information, not only relative to the 
statistics of the year, ordinary and special, but to the general condition and 
future prospects of the schools and the system, will be found in the exteuded 
extracts from the reports of the County Superintendents — from page 33 to 
page 153 of this Report. As a general rule, these extracts only consist of 
statements and suggestions that could not well be embraced in t!ic general 
tables. They are commended to careful consideration. 

3. Financial Operations, 

These consist — 1. of Receipts and Expenditures by School Districts and — 
2. of Expenditures by this Department. 

1. Receipts and Expenditures by the Districts. — The Department having no 
control over this portion of the operations of the system, except to pay, upon 
presentation of the proper certificate, its portion of the annual State appropria- 
tion to each district, — little seems required to be added to the information on 
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this branch of the subject contained in the various tables. The greater por- 
tion of the means of the districts is derived from district taxation, — the levy- 
ing of which, with its expenditure and the final settlement of the accounts, 
18 left to the local officers. The totals show that the increased cost of the 
•ysteni, during the year, wa^about in proportion with the increase of schools, 
pupils and term of instruction ; and that a slight decrease in the rales of tax 
was eflecled. 

The following presents a general view of this branch of the subject : 

Total of tax and State appropriation :— 

Amount of tax levied in 1,74-1 districts, exclusive of Philadel- 
phia $2,108,^S7 4.4. 

State appropriation paid to same districts *209,813 97 



2,318,301 41 



Total actual receipts by same districts : — 

From tax collectors 1,783,114' 48 

From Slate appropriation 209,813 97 



1,992,928 45 



Total payments by same districts: — 

For instruction 1,436,063 00 

For fuel and contingencies 2*23,497 93 

For school houses, building and repairs 496, 124 67 

2,l5p,()8f) 60 

The large difTerence between the total amount of school tax levied and that 
actually paid into the district treasuries, noticed in the last report, again oc- 
curs. This year it is $325,272 96, being about $50,000 less than last year, 
but still nearly one-seventh of the whole amount levied. i)f this sum $75,- 
000 is a large allowance for the coat of collection ; — leaving $250,372 9€ 
either exonerated or uncollected, or both. A large portion, is, no doubt, un- 
collccttd ; niid this carelessness in colltcting is very prejudicial to the system. 
It not only throws too much of the burthen upon those who actually pay liit'ir 
ta>es. hut shortens the term of instruction by decreasing the means at the 
command t)( the boards. The evil eflects of this practice are therefore again 
broi-ght to the attention of directors. 

Ttie agjrrcfrates still show a large difference between total receipts and 
total expenditures. During the preceding year the receipts were $267,688 19, 
iind last year they are $102,757 15, less, than the expenditures. The dilfer- 
cnce may have been met by balances on hand from the previous year, or it 
may Lo debt axVA unpaid; but in either case it sshows a looseness, either in 
ketpiug the accounts of the districts, or in the reports, that should not exiist. 
Accordingly, means have been taken to ascertain the cause of this diflerence, 
by ins^erting, in llie forms for the annual reports of the current year, columns 
for the amount of '^ debt" or of ** balance on hand" in each district, if any ; 
so as to obtain a more accurate account of the affairs of the districts, and to 
introduce greater exactnesj* into their pecuniary transactioiis. 

2. Expenditures by this Department, — Under this head are embraced the 
distribution of the annual State appropriation, and the expenses of the De- 
[Nirtment itself. 
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The State Appropriation for the year 1861 was applied as follows : 

Total State appropriation $280,000 06 

Paid to Philadelphia ; 46,302 77 

Amount applicable to the rest of the State 233,697 28 

Paid salaries of County Superintendents $39,561 00 

Retained for advertising Directors' Conventions. . 400 00 

39,961 00 

Balance distributable annongst the districts. 193,736 23 

Add forfeited appropriations, previous to 1860. .....< 19,799 94 

Whole amount distributable to the districts in 1861 213,f)3 6 17 

This last named aggregate gave a dividend to the districts of forty cents 
per taxable, on the number of taxables reported by the county commissioners 
at the commencement of the year, under the tri-ennial enumeration of 1859-60, 
exclusive of Philadelphia. 

The addition of the forfeited appropriations to the aggregate distributed 
amongvSt the districts, is a new feature in the administration of the system, 
and is thus explained : 

The appropriation act of 3d April, 1860, (Section 29,) gave (as did previous 
acts) a certain sum, to be divided, with the exceptions therein named, amongst 
the districts, and **to be paid on warrants drawn by the Superintendent in 
favor of the several districts in the Commonwealth, in proportion to the num- 
ber of taxable inhabitants therein.'* But the general school law of 8th May, 
1854, (Section 36,) only authorizes the State Superintendent to pay its portion 
of the State appropriation to "any district" whoso schools shall have been 
dulj' shown, by certificate of the President of the Board, to have been open 
at least four months in the proper year; with this important proviso: — 
" That the foregoing certificate shall have been transmitted to the Superin- 
tendent of Cotnmon Schools within the school year for which the warrant is 
to be issued." 

This last clause works a clear forfeiture of appropriation, at least by town- 
ships without schools in operation at all, or during the legal period, in the 
proper year; and the next question was, to whose benefit 1 — that of the 
State Treasury, or of the accepting districts] It is believed to have been 
intended for the latter: 

1. Because the 29th section of the appropriation act, already quoted, gives 
the whole sum named, ^^ for the support of the common schools," and the 
Ist section states the grant to be "for the year commencing on the first day 
of June, A. D.one thousand eight hundred and sixty." Evidently, therefore, 
the whole amount was intended to be paid out in that year, and neither to 
revert to the Treasury, nor to accumulate for the non-accepting townships. 

2. Because the "school district" recognized by the school law as entitled 
to a part of this State aid is a " township, borough or city," which shall 
become *' subject to the provisions" of the school law — (1st section act of 
8th May, 1854;) the meaning of which words, in reference to State appro- 
priation, is fully explained by the 36th section already cited, viz : the keeping 
of the schools in legal operation at least four months in each year. No 
other could, therefore, be recognized as a " school district" in this connection. 

But this being the rule, a practical difficulty arose in its application: — It 
would have been unsafe to declare the appropriation intended for any town 
ship, borough or city, forfeited, till the end of the year; for till the last day 
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the requisite foar months' certificate might be filed and the forfeiture pre- 
vented. In favor of the system, therefore, and to effect the intention of the 
"Legiskture, the liberal construction was adopted of not forfeiting any appro- 
priations till the end of the year, and consequently of not adding them to the 
amount distributable amongst the districts till the next succeeding year. This 
view also justified the inclusion, in the sum distributable in 1861, of a suffi- 
ciency of the forfeitures of previous years, to raise the dividend for that year 
to 40 cents, — being the sum of $19,799 94 above specified, — and leaving thos« 
of 1S60 and 18l)l to make up the dividend of the current year (18(52) to th« 
same amount ; to which purpose they hhvc been accordingly since applied. 

With this explanation, the following statement of payments and of amounts 
due to, or forfeited by, the several districts will be now better understood: — 

In 1861 there were, exclusive of Philadelphia, 1,797 districts in the State ; 
of these, (see pages 240 and 241,) 
1741 have received, of State appropriation $209^813 97 

13 are yet entitled to 611 40 

10 forfeited, by having less than 4 months' school 697 60 

8 forfeited, by having no school in 1861 424 40 

25 (including \V. Penn & Kahn, in Schuylkill county, not in 
the list on page 241,) have forfeited, by non-acceptance 
of the system 1,992 80 

1797 districts 213,536 17 

It is proper here to add that the eight districts stated in the -last Annual 
Keport, (page 183,) to be then unpaid but entitled to State appropriation for 
1860, have since been paid the amounts due them; also, that the eight dis- 
tricts with lens than four months school in the same year, but authorized by 
the 28th section of the appropriation act of 18th April, 1861, to be paid, have 
all received their proportions, except Keating district, in Potter county, which 
has not yet applied. 

Appropriation to Cornplanter Indians, — The sum allowed for the instruc- 
tion of the youth of this tribe has been judiciously expended, in the manner 
stated by the Superintendent of Warren county in his report, page 144, 

Expenses of this Depart inent. — These embrace the salaries of the otficers, 
the contingent expenses, — both provided for by annual specific appropria- 
tions, — and the cost of printing and binding, which is payable out of the gen- 
eral appropriation for that purpose. 

T/te salaries by act of 3d April, 1860, were — 

For Superintendent Common Schools to 3d June, 1861, $1,500 00 

For Clerks and Messenger do do.. 3,900 00 

$5,400 00 

By payments in full to the several officers 5,400 0(^ 

The contingent expenses were, by act of 3d April, 1860 — 

For stationery, blank books, &c $350 00 

Postage, telegrams and expresses 1,200 00 

Fuel, light and cleaning Department 60 00 

Distribution of reports, laws, &c 600 00 

Traveling expenses of Superintendent 300 00 

Miscellaneous expenses 50 00 

• 

Carried forward 2,560 00 
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Brought forward $2,560 00 

Inspection of the Normal School at £dinboro\ by act 

of 18th April, 1861 250 00 

Diplomas and certificates for Slate Normal Schools, 

by same act • •^. • 250 00 

$3,060 00 

By amount expended and accounted for to 3d June, 

1861 ^ - 2,690 98 

By unexpended balance, in State Treasury 369 02 

3 ,060 00 

Amount retained out of the State appropriation of 1861 for ad- 
vertising Directors' Conventions $400 00 

By amount expended for that purpose $24'7 45 

By amount unexpended, in State Treasury 152 55 

4,00 00 



Printing and binding. — Owing to the fact that the bill of the State Printer 
for the year which ended June 4*, 1860, is not yet settled and adjusted, an 
account of the work done by that officer during the year ending June 3, 1861, 
has not yet been rendered. No statement of the printing expenses of this 
Department during the last named year can therefore be here presented. It 
will, when rendered, contain one item of considerable amount, viz: The cost 
of an edition of blank monthly reports, in book form, for all the schools in 
the State, calcu!ated to embrace all their operations for the next five years. 
The reasons for this measure were, in the first place, that it was economical,-^ 
tiie cost and waste of a large annual edition of reports in the form of loose 
sheets being much greater in the end than that of a compact book serving for 
five years ; and in the second, that it will be the means of preserving and 
having always ready for reference, the records of each school for several 
years. The whole number of schools in the State being now nearly 12,000, 
an edition consisting of 14,000 copies was prepared, at 14 cents per copy, 
and the total cost will therefore be $1,960. The other printing and binding 
expenses of the Department during the year were, it is believed, less than 
usual. 

4. Administration of this Department, 

During the year, the various duties of the Department were performed as 
fully as the force allowed would permit. 

The first important matter to be attended to, was the issuing of commis- 
sions to the County Superintendents, elected in the last month of the preceding 
year. In most instances this was done as a matter of course; but in ten 
cases objections had been filed to the persons elected, under section 40 of 
the general school law. Most of these were found on examination to be un- 
sustained by adequate charges or not to be in conformity with the law on the 
subject, and were dismissed. Three were formally and fully investigated ; 
and in two oi these cases (in Cambria and Armstrong) commissions were 
issued to the persons designated by the directors of the proper county \ while 
in the third, (Northampton,) the objections were found to be sustained, and 
the second person on the return of the convention was appointed and com- 
missioned. 

During these proceedings, considerable embarrassment was experienced from 
the fact that no rule had previously been adopted by the Department, specifying 
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the qualifications necessary to enable a person to hold and discharge the office 
of County Superintendent. But, as the tri-ennial Convention of May 1860 
had been held without such rule, it was not thought proper to afterwards frame 
one and apply it to the p'^rsons selected by thoi^e bodies. These nominations 
and the cases of vacancy occurring in the office up to October, 1S60, were ac- 
cordingly disposed of without any settled rule. But in that month, a set of 
regulations was adopted and published in the School Journal, which has since 
been adhered to in making appointments, with the best results. These re- 
quire, in all cases : 

1. An irreproachable moral character. 

2. The possession of a teacher's full certificate. 

3. Practical experience in teaching, within the preceding six years. 

4. One year's legal residence in the proper county, next before the appoint- 
ment. 

5. A personal interview with the Superintendent of Common Schools. 

During the year, ^ve vacancies occurred in the office of county superinten- 
dent, viz : In ('ambria, Crawford, Cumberland, Susquehanna and Washington ; 
all by resignation, except in Susquehanna, which, by the death of Superin- 
tendent Tewksbury, lost an able, indefatigable and successful officer. These 
were filled by appointment; but all of them, except those in Cambria and 
Washington counties, before the adoption of the foregoing regulations as to 
qualification. 

To insure a more regular and methodical discharge of the duties of the 
office, in November, 1860, the practice of requiring monthly reports by the 
County Superintendents was commenced. It was some time before it worked 
into regularity and full usefulness; but it has now overcome all difficultiee 
and is afi^ording valuable and reliable information to this Department, as well 
as vindicating to the people the useful and laborious nature of the office 
itself. The items of these monthly reports, — showing the number of teachers 
examined, schools visited, institutes attended, miles traveled, and other acts 
of duty performed, — are entered in a book kept in the Department for that 
purpose, and afiford a ready means of ascertaining the condition of the office 
in every county in the State. 

At the commencement of the year, means were taken to gradually elevate 
the standard of qualifications amongst the teachers. In 1S54>, from the ne- 
cessity of the case, the expedient was adopted of authorizing the issue, by 
County Superintendents, of certificates fur below the requirements of the 
school law of that year ; and the practice for a time had a good efiTect. Bat 
gradually, superintendents and teachers were falling into the belief that this 
temporary measure was to be the settled rule of the system. Certificates 
were accordingly granted to the same persons, year after year, without any 
improvement, and the annual examinations were becoming a mere form. To 
arrest this perversion of one of the best provisions of the law of 1854, in- 
structions were issued to the county officers in the School Journal of June, 
1860, at once to adopt a minimum standard of qualification, according to the 
circumstances of their respective counties, below which they were not to 
issue any certificate; and at the same time, to inform all the candidates, 
that the next and succeeding years, reasonable improvement upon this mini- 
mum would be required, till proficiency in the various branches designated 
by the law should be attained. This has had a most beneficial efi^ect ; — not 
only deterring from the examinations very many who would otherwise have 
applied and been licensed, but causing the actual rejection of 1,917 applicants 
in the year, as appears by the table on page 155. 

This course is still persisted in, to the great improvement of the teachers 
and benefit of the schools ; — the amount of injury prevented by the exclu- 
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sion of incompetency and the good effected by the better instruction thas 
secured, being incalculable. 

The Trustees of the Normal School at Edinboro', in Erie county, applied, 
in December, 1860, for the inspection and recognition of that institution 
under the Normal School law of 1857. In the following January, that duty 
was performed, with the aid of the Hon. Joseph Kitner of Cumberland, Henry 
L. Deiffenbach, Esq., of Clinton, and Jacob Turney, Esq., of Westmoreland 
county, and of County SuperintendentsSavageof Erie, Thompson of Crawford, 
Dale of Venango, and Morrison of Lawrence. The grounds, buildings, fac- 
ulty, course of studies and other arrangements were found and reported to be 
in compliance with the law; and the institution was accordingly recognized 
and declared to be the State Normal School of the Twelfth District, under 
the title of the "North- Western Normal School." It has since been and 
still is in operation ; but owing to the disastrous change in the affairs of the 
country which took place soon after the recognition, its success has been re- 
tarded. With a return of prosperous times and proper efforts on the part of 
its faculty and friends, it will no doubt reward the liberality of its founders 
and vastly benefit the western part of the State. 

The Normal School of the Second District, at Millersville, in Lancaster 
county, still continues to meet a full support and to justify the predictions of 
the advocates of the Pennsylvania system for the professional training of 
teachers, when unimpeded by circumstances against which no institution caa 
successfully contend. 

The condition and prospects of both these institutions are fully stated ia 
their annual reports hereto annexed. 

In the course of the year the State Superintendent visited, officially, the 
counties of Armstrong, Blair, Bradford, Crawford, Erie, Greene, Hunting- 
don, Indiana, Lawrence, Lancaster, Mercer, MifRin and Westmoreland; and 
the Deputy Superintendent attended and assisted at institutes and edu- 
cational meetings in the counties of Berks, Clarion, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Erie, Jefferson, Lancaster, Lebanon, M'Kean, Mercer, Montgomery, Potter, 
Tioga, Venango, Warren, Westmoreland and York. 

Through the columns of the School Journal of the year, 288 decisions, ex- 
planations and instructions of a general nature, were published. Exclusive 
of numerous letters of which no copies were kept, 962 communications of a 
more formal character were written, deciding cases of local difficulty, and 
giving advice, explanation and construction of the school law and informa- 
tion, to officers and citizens. These were all recorded at length in the De- 
partment 

1,74*1 warrants for State appropriation, with the circulars of explanation, 
were issued; and the annual reports from the same number of districts were 
received, examined and tabularized. 

The usual supply of blank forms for district reports, four months^ certifi. 
cates, teachers' monthly reports, County Superintendents' books of teachers' 
certificates and note books for visitation, with the copies of the Annual Ke- 
port of this Department for the preceding year, were also prepared and for- 
warded to each Superintendent for distribution or use in his proper county. 

Throughout the year considerable inconvenience was experienced from the 
want of a full supply of the pamphlets containing the school law, with the 
decisions and instructions of this Department and the forms for the various 
official documents used by directors. But as the Legislature at its last sessioQ 
had failed to pass certain amendments of the law deemed necessary to the 
efficient working of the system, and as a similar application to the present 
body was expected to be more successful, — it was determined not to incur the 
eonsiderable expense of an edition which would probably soon be rendered 
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inapplicable by changes in the law. In the meantime, the agency of the 
School Journal was freely used; and this medium of regular communicatioQ 
with all the districts in the State materially lessened the inconvenience allud- 
ed to. 

Philadelphia, — The public schools of this city have been established and 
are regulated and governed by laws entirely distinct from those of the com- 
mon school system of the rest of the State, though the same object is in- 
tended to be accomplished by both. They are not within the control of the 
School Department, and the only act enjoined upon it in reference to them, is 
the payment annually to the City Treasury, for their support, of their proper 
pbrtion of the State appropriation. This has regularly been done. Contain- 
ing, however, a large portion of the youth of the Commonwealth and having the 
same purpose as the general system of the State, the statistics of the city have 
been freely used in this report in arriving at general results, and such por- 
tions of them as are pertinent will be employed for illustration or argument. 
The last report of the controllers, with such other information as was desired, 
has been kindly forwarded to the Department by the secretary of the board, 
and is worthy of attentive examination. 

II. A BRIEF STATEMENT OF TBE SUCCESSES AND SHORTCOMINGS OF THE C03IM0N 

SCHOOL. 

The preceding account of the Common School System in every branch of 
its operations, in connection with the appended reports of its local officers, 
and the tables therefrom constructed, will afford a full view oi its condition 
and results up to the commencement of the current year. As was before re- 
marked, the system has become a permanent social institution, and its results 
should now be in reasonable proportion to the means devoted to its progress 
and support. While it was somewhat in a state of uncertainty as to continu- 
ance, and in the process of assuming its general form and developing its 
necessary parts and essential agencies, — it was not only good policy, but mere 
justice to so important an enterprise, to hail every step of its progress with 
approbation, and not to expect from it either perfection in operation or un- 
questionable fullness of result. But it has now been in existence over a quarter 
of a century, and should therefore bear the most searching scrutiny without 
risk to its existence. It expends annually nearly $3,000,000, employs over 
15,000 teachers, occupies the time and tasks the public spirit of 10,000 direc- 
tors, is entrusted with the instruction and formation of the character of 
660,000 youth, and is the hope of 3,000,000 of people; and therefore, ia 
common justice to all, it must be made to do full work. 

In scrutinizing the past of the system with reference to the future, great 
successes and important shortcomings are both obvious. Amongst the for- 
mer are : 

1. Its own existence and unquestioned right to continue: — Established against 
very considerable opposition, and, perhaps, prematurely in reference to the 
condition of some parts of the Stale, — the grandness of the idea involved 
and its perfect adaptedness to a republican people, have overcome all local 
or temporary objections, and placed it foremost amongst our permanent tem- 
poral social agencies. 

2. Thg broadness of its foundation and liberality of its scope : — It undertakes 
to educate a//, without reference to the pecuniary means of any to contribute 
to his own eduo^ition. Fitness of age, want of instruction and residence 
within reach of a school, are the only qualifications for admission. Means 
for its support are of course indispensable ; but they come from the same 
source with those which sustain our other public institutions, — the taxable 
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property and industry of the' whole oommunity. Yet not even the payment 
of a tax, much less of a rate or tuition bill by the parent, is necessary to enablf 
his children to enter the schools. To have impressed upon a community this 
simple but 'grand conviction, is in itself a great triumph. 

3. Its entire conirol by the immediate representatives of the parents : — The 
location of the school house, the course of studies, the choice of teachers, 
the length of the term and all the chief powers of the system, are in the 
hands of directors chosen by and responsible to the parents of those to be 
educated. Not a single power of system has been unnecessarily withdrawn 
from this safe source, or withdrawn any further than is indispensable to its 
existence as a public agency. Herein are its chief strength and the main 
cause of its acceptance, as well as another of its successes in developing the 
true idea of a republican system. 

4. The vastly increased proportion of the youth of the State brought inio 
school: — It is safe to assert that this proportion is twice as great now, as it 
was during the years immediately preceding the establishment of the system. 

5. The improvement of the Teachers, — Without stating what they were be- 
fore the Common School was opened, it is now an unquestionable fact, that, 
in moral character the teachers of the system are second to no class or pro- 
fession in the community ; while in professional skill and standing they have 
greatly advanced. 

6. Provision for the due professional preparation of Teachers: — Not only 
have measures for the accomplishment of this indispensable portion of every 
complete system been adopted, but they are such as are in exact conformity 
with the establishments for other professional training, and have, at the same 
time, in themselves the capacity to increase with the wants of society. 

7. The improvement of the School houses: — In most of the large towns, the 
finest buildings are now the common schools, while in every rural district 
such progress has been made in this material department of the system, that 
good houses are frequent and are every where admitted, to be essential. 

8. ^ body of experienced Directors: — It is true that every member of this 
body of the most important officers of the system, does not yet realize the 
vast responsibility resting upon him. Still, in every board there are individ- 
uals who do 3 and all are now acting under an increasing wakefulness of 
public attention, which will ultimately impress them with a full sense of 
their duties. The younger men, too, who have themselves been pupils of 
the common school, are rapidly taking seats in the boards, with a full sense 
of its wants and the determination to supply them. 

9. jf more adequate administrative Department : — When the system was 
established, it depended for organization and guidance upon an inexperienced 
board of directors in each district. These procured the houses, determined 
the studies, examined as well as employed the teachers, and visited the 

'Schools; while the central administration of the system was an unappreciated 
incident to another exesutive department of the government. Now, Directors 
are not only better fitted by experience for their own peculiar duties, but are 
generally beginning to realize the importance of an efficient District Superin- 
tendency, to which they are detailing their secretaries. They are also 
efiectually relieved from the portion of duties they were least qualified to 
perform, by the creation and agency of the County Superintendency ; while 
the whole is harmonized and combined into more efficient operation by the 
influence of an independent State Superintendency. 

Other successes and great results of the system might be specified ; bat 

these are sufficient to justify the twenty-five years of time, and the thirty 

millions of dollars expended to efiect them. On looking at them closely, 

however, they are found mainly to be improvements in means to eflect re- 

2 
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■tilts, without being, to an adequate extent, themselres those final results 
and matured fruits of a perfect system, which we ought at length to be real- 
ising. 

If this be so, there roust also be defects — causes of this failure to produce 
proper results, — which it is the part of wisdom to detect and of duty, if pos^^ 
frible, to remove or amend. 

Obviously the system has some defects, which nothing but time, co-operating 
with patient and continued effort on the part of its odicers, can correct. 
Snch are, — existing imperfections in school houses, furniture and apparatus^ 
Want of proper qualifications on the pnrt of many teachers, and a lack of 
sustaining interest in the community. In regard to this class of deficiencies, 
all that can be done is to adopt the best practicable means for their correction, 
and then await the efl^ect of time and circumstances upon public opinion. 
This having been done, the friends and agents of the system can only hope- 
fully watch the slow progress of reformation, being, at the same time, ever 
ready to throw in their assisting eflforts on all suitable occasions. 

There are, however, other shortcomings of the system, not only of a more 
•erions nature in themselves, — for they are in its most essential results, — but 
Exhibiting for years so little amendment as almost to warrant the assertion of 
its opponents, that the common school is capable of nothing better. These 
are : 

1. T/ie insufficient .^ t tendance of if s enrolled pujnU : — It is true that the 
statistics now presented show a slight improvement in this respect, over 
those of the preceding year. But there is little encouragement in this ^ for 
the average of attendance has long fluctnated, apparently without rule, being 
within the last seven years sometimes higher and sometimes lower than at 
present. This is a most disheartening fact, and one well calculated to raise 
tlie suspicion, as it does in many, that the possible proportion of common 
school attendance has about reached its maximum. When to this is added 
the other fact, that this proportion only averages two-thirds of the large 
number whom, during the past seven years, the system has had credit for 
teaching, — the result becomes startlingly unsatisfactory. 

2. The insufficiency of the Term of Instruction: Here again the same 
state of affairs presents itself; — a slight improvement last year, yet barely 
equalling the term attained seven years ago; the same onprogressive fluctua- 
tions in the interim ; and the annual average term of instruction for seven 
years, only^re months and^re days: — not two-thirds of what it should be. 

Just in these two practical results — full attendance of pupils, during a 
sufficient term of study to benefit them — are we to look for the useful fruits 
of any system ; and failing to find them here, or even that growth from 
year to year, which promises to produce them, it is imperative upon ua, if 
possible, to detect the operating causes. It would be in vain were it proper, 
and dishonest were it possible, to conceal from ourselves these startling short* 
comings of our system. It is the duty of the public officer to present them 
in there full and naked truth, as it will no doubt be the pleasure of consci- 
sntious and intelligent Legislators to resort to ever}*- proper means for their 
remedy. 

Upon a close examination of the system itself, and of its operative if ea- 
iics and their adaptedness to the work committed to them, — it will be found 
tbat the deficiencies now presented to attention are the effect neither of their 
want of (itnens nor activity. It is admitted, that oar school houses with their 
furniture and apparatus for teaching, are incomplete, — only about one-third be- 
ing sufficient and the other two-thirds either radically unfit for thsir purposes, 
or not yet rendered sufficient ; — that only about one-eighth of the schools arc 
so graded as to incite the pupil to proper effort for improvement, whil« all 
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lh6 reet are without this strong incitement, and one-serenth of them posi- 
tively without any classification of the pupils whatever; — that only one-tentll 
of the teachers are, in qualifications, up to the ]egiil standard, and nine-tenths 
are below it, — many of them not even attaining the medium mark between 
proficiency in the branches enjoined by the Jaw, and its opposite; — and thait 
directors and other local officers do not yet discharge their important functions, 
with that regularity and efficiency indispensable to full success. All this is 
true ; but two other remarkable facts are equally true ;•— one is, that there hmm 
been great improvement in all these agencies within the last seven years — so 

Sreat as to be admitted by every candid observer and to have even attracted 
le attention of other States; yet, the other is, that there has been no cof- 
respondent improvement within the same period, in the two results that hay9 
jnat been indicated as the true tests of a productive educational system. 

There is no escape from the conclusion to which these facts lead us. Tbe 
system has now its full working machinery, or nearly so, and in as good work- 
ing condition as the period it has been in preparation for use will admit of. 
Most of it has been in operation for seven years, and confessedly improving 
in efficiency all that time. — Yet the people do not appreciate the improved 
condition of the schools, thus effected, by providing for a longer term of in- 
struction, nor parents by causinor nor pupils by volunteering a better attendance, 
tiian the tables exhibited, in both cases seven years ago. 

It is painful, and were there not the certainty of remedy by proper efforts 
within reach, it would be humiliating to make these admissions. It would* 
be far more pleasant and much easier, to glorify our great State by lauding 
ber noble Common l^chool System, pointing out its beautiful arrangement, 
and telling of the $3,000,000 00 it annually expends to educate its 660,000 
scholars. In the past, this was all proper, and towards the past, it is still but 
merited praise. But we have now to do with the future and its loud and 
urgent claims. When we find that only two-thirds of the scholars are ae- 
/ tually in school, and only for two-thirds of the time — at the lowest allow- 
ance — they should be there ; — we are constrained to admit an enormous waste 
of money and of time, and, worst of all, of the best opportunity this im- 
mense body of youth will ever have for preparation to meet the duties and 
responsibilities of life. 

It has been shown that these failures in result are not attributable to the 
system itself and its agencies — or at least, that those agencies, admitted to 
be admirable and efficient, have not remedied them. The causes must there- 
fore exist elsewhere. The help must come from beyond the system itself; 
^t must be drawn from every educational element and all the elevating foroes 
ef society. 

III. — JL REVIEW OF THE 0BI6IN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DIFFERENT INSTITU- 
TIONS IN OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEIC, AMD OF THEIR RELATION TO EACH OTHER. 

Eyery people has an arrangement for the training of its youth — a system 
ef education — more or less perfect in proportion to its own degree of civiit- 
cation and its social circumstances. 

To be efficient, a general system of education must be the out-growth of 
Ihe condition of the people to be trained, and co-equal with the wants of that 
whole people. 

The attempt by one people to adopt the educational system of another, 
unless the condition and wants of both be nearly similar, will either result ia 
entire failure, or delay in success till the imported system shall have assimi- 
.ated the people to itself. 
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Pennsylvania has been no exception from the operation of these general 
principles. On the contrary, she is a remarkable instance of the truth o( the 
two first, and may find, for her present guidance, a warning in the third. 

Her earlier colonists, and consequently the founders of her social institu- 
tions, were mainly English and Welch Friends, Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, 
German Protestants of various denominations, and New England Puritans. 
With these, even in the first century of her existence, came various other 
elements, and since, many others have been added ;— giving to her population- 
a representation from all the nations of Christendom, and to her social con- 
dition a feature from tfimost every language, religion and national habit of 
-the civilized world. Still, the earlier elements named were the main and 
controlling influences in the formation of her general character, at the same 
time that their diversity constituted a grave and long continued obstacle to 
the development, by the ordinary process, of a general system of education. 

The manner of her colonization was no less retarding to educational ad- 
Taocement than this variety in national origin. The fertility of soil invited, 
and the peaceful treatment of the aborigines by her earlier rulers permitted, 
the occupancy of her beautiful hills and fertile valleys by the pioneers of this 
wilderness, with reference only to desirableness of locality, and with little re- 
gard to that close neighborhood which hostile intruders upon the rights of the 
former possessors would have been compelled to observe. Thus they became 
scattered far and wide apart ; and thence the orderiy and regular develop- 
' ment of a system of education, by the early estabjishment of numerous ele- 
mentary schools, as its first stage, was for many years impossible. 

in these two respects, our State and those more or less similarly affected, 
difl'ered from most others. The New England colonists were much clustered 
together from the first, in towns, for protection against Indian hostility. 
This social arrangement was also promoted and continued by the maritime and 
other non-agricultural pursuits forced upon them by the nature of the climate 
and soil. Thus with the additional advantage of a general similarity in lan- 
guage, religion and habits, they were enabled, amongst their first social insti- 
tutions, to found and successfully continue the comnion or rudimentary 
school. In turn and as its legitimate and certain fruit, this rapidly produced 
the higher institutions of learning. And now, with less of acknowledgment 
to providential circumstances and more of self-gratulation than are strictly 
due. New England possesses a system of education growing out naturally 
from her social condition, based on her primary schools, and therefore more 
fully developed than any system can be, emanating from different and less 
favorable combinations. 

Our Southern neighbors, with all the advantages of early general similarity 
in language and habits, present another and a much inferior type of educa- 
tional development. The existence of a large servile class, performing the 
greater part of the labor of the community, inevitably threw the chief owners 
of the soil too far apart, except in the cities, to permit the establishment of 
elementary schools. Hence private tutorage or distant boarding-school in- 
etruction, became the chief means of education for the few who were edu- 
cated, leaving the colored laborer wholly untaught, aud the poor white citizen 
in little better condition. Here, as elsewhere, the circumstances of the people 
framed the system. It was, — home instruction for the children of the few in 
their earlier, and the distant boarding-school and college, in their more ad- 
Tanced years ; leaving the mass generally uncared for. Of coursci in the 
larg-et towns there were exceptions; but this was the general rule. 

Pennsylvania differed from both. Circumstances did not permit her in the 
outset to found her system on the common school, like New England ; nor 
dared she, like the South, wholly to neglect the masses. She did the best 
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■he could ; and, though it is not generally acknowledged, she did it frofn tkt 
beginning. 

Her early colonists were amongst the most intelligent of the age. In thoM 
from each nation that contributed them, were many persons of high literary 
attainment as well as hardy enterprise. These were the first to attempt the 
promotion of mental culture ; and, conformably with that law of our kind, 
which causes the educated class first to disregard the prejudices of race and 
aeek for the general good of all, — they combined together for that great pur- 
pose. Seeing, however, that sparseness of population, diversity of language 
and other existing obstacles, rendered impossible the general establishment 
of rudimentary schools, they, in different parts of the State and nminty by 
the efforts of the Christian ministry, founded those institutions that are 
known as ^^ Colleges." These were, at first, little if any higher in actual 
grade than our present classical academies; but they kept bright the lamp of 
knowledge and gradually became increased in number and elevated in stand* 
ard, till now they are the highest in rank, as they were the first in the order 
of development, among the departments in our State system of education. 
. It would be a pleasant task and one of mere but tardy justice to public bene- 
factors, to state the names and actual services to the cause of education of 
the founders of these institutions. But space does not serve. It is only ne- 
cessary to add, that by charters and grants of aid from the State, these col- 
leges, from the beginning, have been recognized as an integral portion of our 
State System. 

Gradually, ns the colleges grew in number and rose in rank, and as the 
towns with their professional and other educated men increased in size, 
another class of schools came into existence. These were Academies for 
males and what are now called Seminaries for females. They were mostly 
established at the county seats, or in other large towns. Generally they were 
day schools; but in the more densely inhabited rural districts, schools of the 
game grade were also found, afiTording boarding accommodations as well as 
instruction to the student. These institutions were designed to impart what 
was called a good English education to both sexes, and to give such classical 
and other instruction to the males as would enable them to enter the collegea. 
Here again the Legislature (from 1800 to 1830) saw that this was a step in 
the right direction, granted charters to many of these institutions, and money 
or land to one in every county that applied for it, and thereby and thencefor- 
ward incorporated the Academy into our educational system. Thus the 
Academy and Seminary are the second in the order of establishment, as they 
also, with the High Common School, whose purpose is the same, are the see- 
ond in rank in our State iiiducational System. 

But the producing power of circumstances in a republican State and amonget 
a thoughtful and honest people, could not stop here. Schools for general 
rudimentary instruction were always contemplated and the time was anxiously 
watched for by the more intelligent, when they might be safely added, as the 
foundation of the system. The constitutional provision for the ^'establish- 
ment " of schools in such manner that the poor should be taught gratis, was 
never entirely lost sight of; though the laws enacted near the commence- 
ment of the present century for enrolling t,hem as paupers and placing them 
in schools, not '^ established '' by ))ublic authority, but imposed by private 
speculation on the charity of the counties, was an almost evasion of this 
provision, and only justifiable by existing counteracting circumstances. 

It was not until about 1830 that a serious attempt could be made to comply 
with the wise provision of the organic law, and thus lay the foundation of 
the whole system. £ven then, and for years afterwards, the measure was 
probably in advance of that maturity of circumstances which would have 
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Wen necessary at once to give it acceptance and success. But the thought- 
fol men of that day saw that there was gradually settling down upon our 
State, a degree of disregard for the benefits of education which it was dan- 
^rous to permit to become genera) and confirmed. It was perhaps natural 
that this low appreciation of mental culture should exist. Tilling an exu- 
berant soil, enjoying the comforts and protected by the institutions their mor« 
interprising fathers had secured for them, many citizens of that day had 
eome to the cooclusion that the little learning which enabled themselyes to 
ftt through life bo prosperously, would also be sufficient for their children. 
To dispel this dangerous error was essential to the State character and pro»- 

C)rity. Hence it was that in 1834*, when the common school was ushered 
to existence, it met with such fierce opposition ; — showing, that though il 
iDBy linre been somewhat prematurely established, in reference to density of 
^population and other conditions in- some portions of the State, it was non« 
too soon to stem the growing distaste for learning. 

More than a quarter of a century has since tested the experiment and ena- 
bled it to live down opposition. It now covers the broad Commonwealth, — ' 
tlie firm and deep laid basis of the whole; the third in the order of estab- 
lishment, the widest in scope, of all the departments of the State System. 

But our fathers never lost sight of the great truth that good schools cannot 
exist without good teachers; and they continually attempted to procure thcst 
from every promising source within reach. The Normal idea, — to use a 
modern name for an old thing, — the idea of preparing a few to impart know- 
ledge to many, — was one of the avowed and moving causes of the establish- 
ment of colleges, in the minds of their friends; and it was subsequently upon 
the express condition of preparing teachers for the schools that the Legisln- 
tare made to them grants of money. Hitill in pursuit of the same end, the 
tame idea mainly led the State to aid the academies. This essential object 
teems never to have been lost sight of; and it was only upon the admitted 
failure by both these classes of institutions to render this indispensable ser- 
vice to the State, that this Normal idea, so late as the year 1857, took tbt 
form of a distinct Normal School. 

Thus was completed, up to the point of divergence into professional study 
And preparation, our great State System of Education ;^-evolved slowly and 
with difficulty from the deep recesses of our social life ; but now that we con- 
template it as a whole, — simple, symmetrical and wonderfully adapted to our 
Wants and its own high uses. 

A theorist would plan, and, in different circumstances a statesman might 
perfect, a syiTtem in the reverse order to ours. He would first train the corps 
of Teachers. With these, he would spread the rudimentary schools over the 
lend. From those would grow out the higher academical institutions; and 
V^ve all would elevate themselves the colleges. With us it has been dif- 
ferent. Not ourselves, but the circumstances in which we and our fathers 
were placed by Providence, have, in difl^erent order, elaborated for us this great 
ttructure whose growth has been traced. We are therefore to draw, as well 
fr<Kn the difiliculty and cost of its development as from its manifest adapted- 
Hess to our own wants, the firm determination to maintain it in its integrity, 
%o cherish it in all its parts, and to render it successful in all its operations 
ftt a whole. 

This then is the theory of our iState System of Education : The Commok 
School, wherever a sufficient number of pupils can be collected together to 
eonstitute a day school, — (for none but a day school can ever be a common 
^hool,) — for rudimentary training; and, as soon as circumstances will per- 
ttait, the same Common Schools so graded that the highest in the series shall 
'^t the student for the general pursuits of life, or for admission into the coi- 
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lege. The High Common School, and the Boarding Acadkmt and Semihaey,— « 
the last two to receive the pupil from the ungraded Common School wherevet 
that imperfection of the latter exists, from the larger cities desiring to send • 
portion of their youtb to the pure air of the country, and from other sources { 
and all to prepare their students for entrance into actual life or into the col* 
lege. And finally, at the one extreme, the College, for that broad liberal 
eaiture based upon this generous preparation, which shall fit its students for 
the proper acquisition of professional knowledge, or for the spheres of th« 
highest intelligence in life ; and at the other, the Normal School, infusing 
true mental development, life and success into the whole. 

In this system there is no place, because in our government there is 09 
power, for denominational religious instruction of any kind, by public author- 
ity. But it must not hence be concluded that the patriots and good men who, 
throughout the course of our history framed its parts, intended to exclude 
the religious element from the idea of a sufficient training for the youth of 
the land. The very reverse is the truth. They perceived that, while this 
kind of instruction was excluded from, it was not necessary to, the proper func- 
tions of the day or common school; — that indispensable duty devolving during 
tiie child's attendance in the day school upon the parental and clerical teach- 
ing of the home. But feeling also that, when the youth left the home in 
pursuit of further knowledge, provision for his religious culture was indis- 
pensable, and knowing that such culture could not be given by the State, — 
hence it was, and for this reason alone, — that under their guidance the Stale 
did not, and never can, take upon herself the entire establishment, support and 
control of the higher institutions for general training. She could not impart, 
by her own agency, religious instruction. She dared not train up her youth 
without it. The safe and appropriate expedient was, therefore, adopted of 
leaving the establishment and control of these institutions to private enters 
prise and benevolence; and of only giving them a sufficient degree of public 
authorization by her charter and of encourugement by occasional and verj 
moderate donations, to recognize them as necessary parts of the system. 
Thus limitedly authorized and sustained, there never has been — there nevor 
can be — danger from the religious, character of these institutions. The selec- 
tion of them by parents being the free act of each, and the support of all 
depending upon their liberality in this department of their duty, — there is 
neither the risk o[ proselyting in their religious character, on the one hand, 
nor, on the other, the greater danger — that of the general education of the 
youth of the land without religious culture. 

Hence also it would seem, that while there is no place for denominational 
instruction in the common school of our system, there is also no necessity 
for any class of day schools devoted to that object ; and that our system thoc 
sufficiently and safely provides, by the means just stated, for the religious, m 
well as the intellectual and moral training of the youth entrusted to its care. 

So also in reference to Professional Institutions; — the State finds no plaoe 
for them in her system proper. £ven in regard to those for the training of 
Teachers, — while she promotes their establishment and aids them with a por- 
tion of her means on the ground of indispensable services to her schools, nkm 
at the same time retains them on the same footing of independence from 
State control, as is occupied by all other professional or functional insti- 
tutions. 

Hence again it would appear, that there is no place — at least yet — for 
what in other lands is called the University ; — being a combination of school*, 
with proper pio lessor ships, apparatus and libraries, for instruction in thii 
learning and science proper to all the liberal professions and avocations. 
While it is always good policy to aid professional institutiouR with occasional 
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donations, the question whether it will ever he wise and proper for this 
State to found such an institution or grand comhination of institutions as an 
University, and thus take into her own hands the control of, and the shape to 
be given to the liberal professions — those great modifiers of national life and 
development — is more than doubtful. Certainly nothing of the kind has yet 
been attempted. 

As a species of professional training supposed to be necessary to the State 
in its governmental capacity, recent unhappy events have led to the sugges- 
tion of founding a public Military School.* But two wrongs never yet made 
one right ; and though it is true that other States may have been for years, 
by this means, preparing for what they called self-defence and the nation 
calls rebellion, — Pennsylvania never would if she could, contemplate the 
■possibility of the necessity of resistance to the Union by such or any other 
measures, or of its inability to protect all its parts in their just rights. Hap- 
pily, however, the whole war power, including as an incident the military 
training of the officers, is committed to the National Government ; and more 
happily still, her present position in the field shows that this State may 
•afely rely, in all sudden emergencies, upon her volunteers and militia. 
Hence there would seem to be neither place nor necessity for a permanent 
Military Department in our educational system. 

These remarks relative to possible or suggested changes in the system, are 
hazarded for the purpose of attracting more attention to its nature and pecu- 
liar simplicity and symmetry than they have yet received ; and more especi- 
ally of suggesting great jealousy of any attempt to conform it to other and 
perhaps not desirable or appropriate models. 

But while these are, beyond question, the parts and this the theory of our 
system, the great defect is, that the practice of the parts is in almost entire 
discord with the theory of the whole. 

The unperfected Common School, — with its short term, its inferior teachers, 
and its low grade of instruction, — does not prepare students in sufficient num- 
bers to sustain the Academies and Seminaries in their proper rank, much 
less to justify the establishment of its own High Schools. Hence the so- 
called Academies and Seminaries are compelled, in order to live, to teach all 
branches, from the Alphabet to French and Latin, and from the multiplication 
table to geometry. This disturbance of the inferior institutions reacts, in 
turn, oil the Colleges, which are thus compelled to trespass on the ground of 
the lower schools, and to depress their own position and derange their course, 
by the injurious expedient of Preparatory Departments, and the general ad- 
mission of sadly unqualified matriculants. 

But it is unnecessary now to pursue this subject further. Lately, a Con- 
vention representing all the departments of our system convened at Harris- 
burg. With great unanimity it was agreed to consider their respective du- 
ties and relations to each other, and to meet agarin next August. Definite 
conclusions will no doubt then be presented, which, if matured in the spirit 
which actuated the meeting, will constitute a new and bright era in the his- 
tory of the system ^the era of union and co-operation by all the parts. It 
will be the commencement of the practical fulfillment of the great design ; 

• and till then, it wonld be premature to attempt to foreshadow the conclu- 
- sions that will be arrived at. 

For the present, — and coming back to the Common School System proper, 

• certain serious deficiencies in whose results gave rise to this review, — it is 
now asserted that the causes of those deficiencies (viz: insufficiency of at- 
tendance and insufficiency in duration of instruction) are: 

1. Interference with the proper sphere of operations of the Common Schools, 
by other institutions of the general state system. 
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2. Withdrawal of the most desirable and efficient members of the com- 
munity from the support and improvement of the Common School, by that 
interference. 

3. Decrease of interest and of confidence in the Common School, on the part 
of the community generally, by this withdrawal of the countenance of its 
most influential members. 

In reality these are but different phases or stages of the effect ol one single 
eause ; but they are distinct in their development and admit of separate con- 
sideration. 

1. Argument is not needed in support of the first position ; faets are stronger : 
In every portion of the State in which academies and seminaries, admitting 
students below the ncademical grade — and most do — are numerous, the con- 
dition of the Common School is depressed in exact proportion to the number 
and influence of those interferences. On the contrary, in the same degree as 
this baneful influence is absent, do its energies revive and its successes increase. 
It need scarcely be instanced that in every considerable town in the State, ia 
which the Common Schools have been graded, their instructions elevated 
and the select day-school superseded, the very deficiencies so often herein 
indicated as tests, disappear. Average attendance at once grows to a respect- 
able proportion, and the term of instruction extends itself to a reasonabia 
period. The city of Philadelphia is a decisive case in point : of 63,53*2 pupils 
on the rolls of her schools last year, her statistics show an average attendance of 
54,526, — or the habitual absence of only one-seventh ; when the rest of tha 
State, including the high as well as the low average districts, had one-third o( 
the pupils on the absentee list. Again — Philadelphia keeps her schools in 
operation the entire year^ except the necessary vacations ; while the remainder 
of the State, including the other large towns with their long terms, have them 
open hxiijive months nnd seven days. Yet it is not to be supposed there is 
anything more patriotic, more patient of taxation, more anxious for the edtica- 
tion of their youth, in the large towns than in the rural districts. The sim- 
ple and sufficient explanation of the diflerence is, — that in the one case, the 
Common School, not being interfered with, comes more nearly up to the stand- 
ard of its usefulness and performs more fully its proper functions. In the 
other, it is retarded, diverted from its purpose, and made to fail in result. 

2. It is undeniable that few, except the most intelligent and determined to 
provide good instruction for their children at any cost, send to the select 
schools or under-grade academies. Finding the Common School unfit for 
their purposes, and too busy or too careless of the attempt to improve it up 
to theVants of their own offspring, they turn their backs on it, grudgingly 
or at best as a mere public duty pay their tax, and send their younger children 
elsewhere. Now these are the very men for directors. These are the most 
fit to select the teachers. Thay are the most competent to visit and improve 
the school. But their absence and lack of interest throw all these vital 
powers and duties into other hands. Until, therefore, the men of the highest 
-intelligence in the community can be made to give pledge of fealty to tha 
common school, by sending their own children thither, — thus centering their 
hopes nnd their efforts for the future where these their treasures are, — there 
is small prospect or hope of its full perfection. And this can never be dona 
till the interfering institutions shall be made to confine themselves to their 
own proper ground and sphere of action. 

3. No object or institution in society can long retain public respect and 
confidence, with the sentiments and action of the leading minds against it. 
When intelligent men practically oppose the common school by withdrawing 
their children from it, and often even by openly condemning it for those very 
meagre results which their own refusal to sustain and promote it has partly 
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produced, — thefy inflict upon it the gravest injury in th«ir power. They lead 
the unthinking and those who should be made by the forc« of example to 
ralue knowledge, to oppose and to the extent of their ability injure the only 
means within their reach for irriparting it to their children, it will not do 
for such men to justify themselves by saying they pay their tax. If half s 
dozen of tb« leading persons of a district send their younger children to ft 
distant boarding institution, yet uncomplainingly and largely contribute to th« 
support of the common school, they are still far from blameless. Nay, thej 
are doing worse even than by withholding their personal services from tht 
school. They are producii^ a decision in the public mind against its value 
and the quality of its instructions. They are crippling its energies to accom* 
piish the very object for which it was founded. They are helping to destroy 
the hopes of the country, so far as these rest upon general intelligence. 

To sum up on this point in a few words: The deficient results of the 
common school proceed from the want of a due estimate of its value in the 
public mind ; this is mainly caused by the withdrawal or coldness of support 
by th^ leading men in the community ; and this, again, is greatly produced 
and solely enabled to be continued, by the injurious interference of other eda* 
•ational institutions. 

That this interference is criminal or even intentional is not asserted. That 
it can at once be obviated, is not believed. But it is asserted and believed 
that a due consideration of the whole subject may, at least arrest further pro- 
gress in this ruinous direction and lead to the adoption of measures which 
shall, though slowly, yet ultimately effect a reformation. 

The great defect of the common school is want of classification — grada- 
tion — as has been shown. Wherever 'this is efTectually corrected, the school 
rises and fulfils the high ends of its creation. 

So, the great evil of our general system is want of classification or grada* 
Hon amongst the institutions composing it. When this shall be effected, and 
not till then, will the system be as productive in practice as it is beautiful in 
theory. 

« 

IV. SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN THE AGENCIES AND DETAILS OF THE GEN- 
ERAL SYSTEM, NECESSARY TO INCREASED EFFICIENCY J WITU ESTIMATES. 

Under this head will be embraced both those ^' estimates of the sums re^ 
^uisite for the ensuing year," and the '^ plans for the improvement of the 
lyttem," which the law enjoins upon this Department annually to report 3 
the one being for present support, and the other for increased efficiency. 

1. Wants of the Common School, 

Tliese are — 1. Increased pecuniary means ; 2. Amended legislation. 

1. Increased pecuniary means : — Without hesitation an increase of the an- 
nual appropriation is recommended. It is true that the present has grave re- 
sponsibilities and heavy burthens, and that the last must be increased. But at 
tne period when this has become inevitable, should we not enable, by all the 
means in our power, those who are to come after us and who must also bear 
this burthen, to do so successfully, and finally to relieve themselves from its 
pressure 1 If so, that duty cannot be better or more cheaply discharged than 
by culturing the intellect of our children to cope, and their moral nature to 
cope honestly, with the trials that cannot be avoided. A nation of brute 
ignorance would succomb under the pressure thai will be on ours in the near 
future. Thirty or forty millions of educated freemen will make it bat the 
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cause of that noble energy, which erer grows with the occasion till it triamplw 
o^er the difficulty. 

Pennsylvania has sent het 100,000 citizens to the support of the Constitu- 
tion and the laws. She has paid and will still pay her portion of the prica 
6f the preserved Union. Let her, in the midst of the embarrassments and 
losses of the times, show that she is not embarrassed to the extent of injus- 
tice, that she has not lost her love for her children. Abroad, this will prora 
the steadfastness of her loyalty to every republican principle and institution. 
At home, it will strengthen the hands of her thousand anxious directors, in* 
crease the efforts of her fifteen thousand teachers, and assure the community 
that their schools are not only still to be sustained, but improved. 

A large increase is neither asked for nor would it be judicious. But tba 
addition of ten, or even five cents per taxable at the present moment would 
benefit the schools, confirm the social sentiment, and elevate the character of 
Ae State. 

For reasons last year assigned, it is recommended that the annual Stala 
Appropriation be not an aggregate amount, but a certain sum per taxable, 
say fifty, or even forty-five cents. 

2. .Amendments of the School Law : Important changes arc not now re- 
commended. Some essential modifications will, in a few years, be requisite; 
but the indications of what they should be are not yet sufficiently distinct 
to justify present action. The following are deemed of pressing necessity : 

j1 change in the time when School Directors enter upon their duties: — No 
period being now specified, the term of each director expires with the ielection 
of his successor, which, in nearly all cases, is believed to happen a consider* 
able time before the close of the school year. This relieves the out-going 
members, often the President or Secretary and sometimes both, from making 
out the annual report, and throws it into the hands of new and inexperienced 
oflicers. Much delay and no little imperfection in the reports are the result. 
Whereas, if the out-going members were to continue and make the reporta 
of their own^doings, and close the accounts to the end of the year, greater 
regularity and more accuracy would be secured. 

Votes of a majority of Directors in certain cases: — The law requires tha 
▼otcs of a majority of the whole board, to levy the tax. The same principla 
should be extended to the location of schools, the purchase and sale of real 
estate, the selection or dismissal of teachers, the adoption of studies and 
text-books and the fixing of the annual term of instruction. All these arc 
acts of the highest importance, and should have the consent and authority of 
at least the majority of all the members. The yeas and nays of the membera 
should also be entered on the minutes, in all these oases. 

The regulation of the school month : — Interminable confusion arises from 
want of legislation on this point. Some districts adopt the calendar month, 
with all the Saturdays as days of teaching, making, say twenty-six days ia 
the month; some include half the Saturdays, making twenty-four days; 
some* omit all the Saturdays, making twenty-two days. Others adopt tba 
foYiar month, with all the Saturdays included, or half included, or ail omitted, 
making twenty-four, twenty-two, or twenty days. In reality it is of littW 
importance which month, so that it be uniform, is tha rule, — except that 
Saturday teaching is not to be favored ; for the compensation of the teacher 
ia generally regulated according to the actual number of teaching days. Bat 
it is a subject of constant and unnecessary labor and annoyance to thia 
Department, and from this source originate many difficulties, often leading 
tolaw>suits, between teachers and directors. The lunar month is really tha 
school month ; — school terms opening and closing with the week^ the work 
of the school proceeding on the same principle, and directors meeting on a 
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eertain day of the week and not of the month. Accordingly, it is recom- 
mended that the lunar mouth he, in all school affairs and contracts, the school 
month. 

Election of Directors in Independent Districts : — The existing law does not 
specify time or place for .holding elections in new districts formed by tht 
Courts, out of parts of others. The power should be conferred on the Courti 
which form these districts. 

. Teachers to be exempt from Township Office and Militia Duty : — Directors 
are now exempt, and there is the same reason, at least, for extending thu 
privilege to teachers. 

School Property in Abolished Districts : — Neither is there any law provid- 
ing for the ownership of the property or the settlement of the accounts and 
payment of debts belonging to or due by independent Districts abolished by 
the Courts. The omission should be supplied. 

School Loans to be exempt from Taxation: — School property is now exempt 
from taxation. This extension would enable Boards to make the necessary 
improvements and manage their affairs with greater ease ; and would also h% 
one means of improving the school buildings of the State. 

Equalization in the effect of the Occupation tax : — At present some occu- 
pations are entirely exempt, and none are strictly liable to pay this tax, unless 
named and valued in the assessor's list. A change in the law seems necessary, 
by which it shall be made to bear equally, and none be exempted by the error 
of the assessing officer. 

Tax on Pleasure Carriages, Watches and Salaries: — Some declaratory 
legislation is required on these subjects ; probably subjecting them to ths 
school-tax rate of the district on their actual valuation or amount, and not, 
as is often done, to the fixed sum or percentage imposed as State tax. 

Tax on unseated lands: — Great embarrassment is felt in the Northern part 
of the State from the fact that this tax is only available every second year ; 
the intermediate year being deprived of this portion of its means for ths 
support of the schools. Perhaps authorizing the deduction of a certain per- 
centage from the amount assessed, for prompt payment, and the addition of a 
like proportion if not paid in the second year, would remedy the difficulty. 

Unoccupied Academy Property : — The condition of this property, mostly at 
the county seats, towards the purchase or erection of which the State con- 
tributed, and which is not now applied to its intended object, was remarked 
on at length in the last report. The matter is again presented, with a recom- 
mendation that a law be passed authorizing its conveyance for Common 
School purposes. 

Graduation of Salaries of County Superintendents : — Last year the ins- 
quality in these salaries was urged upon the attention of the Legislature, 
without success ; but now, as two-thirds of the present term of office will 
have expired before any change would probably take effisct, and as fuller light 
can be brought to bear on the whole subject at the next session, the matter is 
not pressed. 

Nearly all these suggestions relate to matters of detail, and their adoption 
will not disturb the general plan of the Common School System. But their 
passage, or such of 4hem as the Legislature shall sanction or such others as 
its wisdom shall add, at an early period, will much facilitate the afiairs of ths 
System. A new edition of the School Law, Decisions and Forms cannot 
much longer be dispensed with, and it only awaits the action of the Legis- 
lature on the^e points. ^ 
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2. Wants of tfu formal Schools. 

These also are — 1. Pecuniary aid ; and 2. Some amendments of the Law. 

1. Pecuniary Aid: — When, last year, it was urgently recommended that 
$lf),000 be given to each of these institutions, that sum was not named. at ran- 
dom. Less will not suffice to enable them to afford their instruction at re- 
duced rates to the Teachers of the State, which is supposed to be the greet 
object of Legislative bounty ; and the sum named is less than the average 
given by the State to her Colleges. One-third has already been given ; 
and if an additional third be now added, the boon will be at a time when it 
will do the most good. To the School of the Twelfth District it is necessary 
10 every view\)f the case, and will go far towards fully enabling it to meet 
the urgent needs of the Teachers and Schools of the Western portion of the 
State. To the School of the Second DiRtrict, it will be almost equally useful, 
by causing increased facilities to Teachers. 

There is a difference, however, in the circumstances of the two institu- 
tions : — The one is a free donation to the system by the liberal citizens of the 
vicinity, and is not owned by stockholders who can receive dividends. The 
other is ; and though its high merits as the pioneer institution of its class, 
eomtYtends it, notwithstanding this feature, to the favor of the public, yet in 
donations by the public, this difference is not to be entirely lost sight of. It 
la therefore proposed, that while the second instalment of the original sum 
named be given unconditionally to the ^' North- Western Normal School,'' 
that in the Second District shall only receive a like sum, to be applied to the 
payment of debt, upon condition that the stockholders cancel an equal amount 
of stock, — each proportionally, — and thus contribute the same amount that 
the State doe«, to the good of the Common School System. With this pro 
vision, the appropriation to both is recommended as one demanded for the im- 
provement of the Schools of the State. 

2. Amendmtnt of tke /formal School Law* — This has been in operation so 
short a time and has hit^^erto so fully ejected the objects in view, that few 
defects are yet sufficiently developed to justify legislation at this time. 
Amongst these are : 

Some additional inducement to Districts to send Students, on District oc- 
count. — The feature in the law to this end has hitherto been nearly a dead 
letter, and it is probable that a slight modification might render it actively 
beneficial. 

Time of making the Annual Report. — The report of these schbols to this 
Department is now required to be made in the month of June. This occurs 
in the middle of the summer term. It should therefore be changed to the 
end of that term, so as to embrace the full institutional year. 

3. Wants of Academies^ Seminaries and Colleges. 

These portions of the agencies of our system are classed together, only 
because the aame brief remarks in relation to them under the present head, 
will alike apply to each. 

It is regretted that deficiency of clerical force in this Department, and the 
want of knowledge, till lately, of the existence of a joint resolution of 1838, 
giving authority to call upon the chartered institutions of these classes for 
annual reports, have prevented the obtainment and presentation of the sta- 
tistics of their number und condition. Without this it would be unsafe to 
venture on any definite propositions either of aid or for their orderly classi- 
fication in the system. In this connection, therefore, and on this ground, 
the request for an additional desk in this Department, to take charge of this 
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iitefesting branch of the work, which was made without success last year, 
is again urgently renewed. 

In the meantime, the following propositions are suggested as the basis apon 
which the institutions now under consideration shall be further recognized 
aod actively admitted into the State system : — 

1. That before receiving further State aid they shall each, as far as practi- 
cable, adopt measures for the discharge of its own proper functions in the 
•ystem, without infringement on those of the other institutions. 

2. That when thus, to the extent of its ability, co-operating with the others 
to promote the success of the whole system, each of these institutions is 
jvstly entitled to aid from the State, in proportion to its services to the com- 
munity and to those of the other classes of its educational institutions. 

It may be said, that this holds out little prospect of relief to these instill 
tions. The contrary is believed. It not only affords the prospect of liberal 
and regular State aid, whenever adequate service shall have been osndered to 
deeerve it, but it promises the far richer and nobler support of a combined, 
rigorous and fully productive system. We shall soon have 700,000 pupils 
on the roll of the common school. Of these, at the lowest calculation, 100,000 
should be in the academies, seminaries and high schools, and 10,000 reach 
the college. This tenfolds the present ^lumbers, and constitutes u proiipect, 
realizable in the days of the next generation at farthest, in contrast with 
which the small contributions of State bounty are trifling. Yet that bounty 
is requisite and should be conferred, as the lever with which the whole buf- 
theii can be moved ffom the energies of the systeoi. The sooner it is given, 
being fairly earned, the sooner will the other ^reat results follow. 

« 
4-. Wants of this Department. 

These are a continuation of the u^ual facilities allowed by the Legislature, 
to enable it to discharge its functions, with the additional Clerk alluded to. 

The Letter Clerk added to the force of the office last session, has been of 
Ijrreat service ; — enabling the Department so to meet every demand for the de- 
cision of »* controversies and disputes" and for advice or explanation, that no 
week durin^: «he yea? cioKed with a single case undisposed of that was ma. 
tured for final action. The answers and decisions were also sent in a clear 
hiind and a formal shape, which could not be expected when the whole labor 
fell upon the head of the Department. In addition to this, copfes of all de- 
wio*!S and important letters have been regularly kept ; — thus securing the 
opportunity, which is necessary in almost every instance, of reference to any 
ctage of the correspondence in order to maintain the regularity of the pro- 
ceedings. 

The other Desk, again asked for, is even of more importance. It is not a 
mere addition to the working force of the office; but the means, if granted, 
to greatly promote the perfection of our whole State System. If there is 
■oandness in the views presented in this report as to the relation of other in- 
ctitations to that system, and if their inclusion into its plan and operations 
ought to be preceded by an accurate comprehension of their present condi- 
lion, actual capabilities and future prospects, — then it is self-evident that the 
proper measunes should be employed to effect this object. Precisely such is 
the work intended for this addition to the force of the Department ; and if 
cciiceded, perfect confidence is now felt that the experience of one year will 
fully justify the slight expense. It is therefore most urgently requested, as the 
means of obtaining, methodizing and spreading before the Legislature and the 
public, such reliable information relative to the Academies, Seminaries and 
Wollege^ of the State, as will not only show the important work these insti- 
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t«tic)ii8 have been accomplishing, but, to a great extent, of enabling them, by 
the mere act of marshalling their results and classifying their work, to still 
more largely benefit and do honor to the State. 

RECAPITULATION OF ESTIMATES FOB NEXT TEAB. 

The following is a statement of the sums estimated to be necessary for the 
tehool expenses of the year which will commence on the first Monday of 
Jane, 1862, according to the principles of this report : 

For the rysiem generally, 

tiuite appropriation to the Common School Districts and Phi la* 

delphia, at 50 cents per taxable $321 ^Hft 50 

Salaries of County Superintendents ^ 40^06 1 00 

Appropriation to two Normal (Schools 10^000 0% 

For thii DepMriment. 

ikiary of State Superintendent $1 ^500 00 

Clerks and Messenger 5^900 00 

ftatage, Telegraph and Express ^ • 1 ^000 00 

Traveling Expenses of State Superintendent 300 00 

Stationery, Blank Books, &c 300 00 

Soxing and fo warding Keports, Forms, Laws, &c. .' 600 00 

Gieaning Department, Fuel and Miscellaneous 110 00 

9,710 00 

380,916 50 



ao: 



. This aggregate exceeds the whole amount appropriated to Common School 

tnrposes for the current year, by the sum of $63,506 50. The estimates 
BTe been, in view of the other immediate wants of the time, made as small 
M the interests of the great cause involved would allow. Should the repra- 
aentatives of the people sanction the increase, the effect will be propitious. 
It will give assurance that while the State is true to all her duties and rights 
ID the present, she is also mindful of the fiflure. It will send a thrill to the 
keart of every lover of his race, and be a noble instance of that steadfastness 
which is a prominent characteristic of the State. 

THO. H. BURKOWES, 
Superintendent of Common Schools. 
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Adams County. — John C. Ellis. 

School Houses — sufficient: — Conewago 3; Cumberland 3; Franklin 5 
Freedom 3 ; Germany 1 ; Gettysburg 1 ; Hamilton 4 ; Hamilton ban 4 ; Hamp- 
ton 1 ; Huntingdon 3 ; Latimore 3; Liberty 2 ; Menallen 2; Mount Joy 2 
Mount Pleasant 4 ; Heading 3 ; Straban 3 5 Tyrone 2 — 49. 

Entirely insufficient: — Butler 1 ; Cumberland 3; Franklin 4; Germany 5 
Hnmiltonban 3; Huntingdon 2; Latimore 2; Liberty 2; Menallen 1; Mounti 
Joy 1 ; Mount Pleasant 1 ; Oxford 3 ; Reading 2 ; Tyrone 1 ; Union 3—34. 

Furniture — sufficient : — Franklin 1 ; Gettysburg 1 ; Hamilton 2 j Hamilton- 
ban 2 ; Hampton 1 ^ Huntingdon 2 — 9. 

Entirely insufficient: — Berwick borough ]; Berwick township 1; Batler 
2; Conewago 3 ; Cumberland 4 ; Franklin 9 \ Germany 4 \ Hamiltooban 3 ; < 
Huntingdon 3 ; Latimore 1 ; Liberty 2; Menallen 6 $ Mount Joy 3^ Mount 
Pleasant 7 \ Heading 1 ; Straban 4 ; Tyrone 1 ; Union 2 — 57. 

Schools^ graded. — Gettysburg 7; Hamilton 2; Huntingdon 2— H. 

Without proper classiHcation : Conewago 3; Franklin 7; Germany 2; 
Hamiitonban 7 1 Huntingdon 4 ; Liberty 3 ; Menallen 3 ; Mount Joy 1 ; Mount 
Pleasant 2 j Straban 3 ; Tyrone 5 — 40. 

jYew Buiiaings. — A brick building of a superior kind, fronting thirty-five 
feet on the main street, fifty feet in depth and two stories high, is now in 
course of erection in New Oxford. It will be supplied with tastet'ul and very . 
comfortable furniture and adequate apparatus, have a large amount of black- 
board surface, and superior recitation platforms, its cost when completed, 
will reach $2,000, nearly. 

in Germany, Freedom and Cumberland districts, very neat and superior 
i*chool houses have been erected within the year. They need only a little 
exterior adornment to render them wholly attractive. 

insufficient school houses. — Butler, Cumberland, Franklin, Germany, Ham- 
iitonban, Huntingdon, Latimore, Liberty, Menallen, xMount Joy, Mount Plea- 
sant, Heading, Tyrone and Union, still contain school buildings which are but 
the lingering relics of a by gone age. Cold, comfortless houses — standing in 
places difficult of access — the wind whistling through numerous crannieu — 
with single boards tacked against the walls around the rooms, for desks—a . 
dearth of black-board surface — low, long windows, which slide horizontally 
in grooves — walls, in some cases, neither plastered nor white- washed, and 
barren of mottoes, texts of scripture, tables, cliarts, &c., do not meet the re- 
quirements of the advanced and advancing condition of society, in all the . 
3 
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districts above named, some of the buildings are, of course, worse than others, 
bat all are too bad. 

Graded Scfiools needed, — These should be put in operation at Abbottstown, 
Arendtsville, Bendersville, Cashtown, Hampton, Fairiield, xM'Sherryslown, 
LittJestown and Heidleberg. I am persuaded that at several of these places, 
they will be commenced as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made. 

Visitations. — To each of one hundred and thirty-eight schools, I gave oiie 
visit; — four were unvisited, to wit: Mount Joy, one — teacher at a funeral j 
JBamihonban, two — one closed, one teacher sick ; and one in Mount Pheasant, 
accidentally overlooked. The average duration of these visits was two and 
one-fourlli hours. The number of days employed oHicially, was ninety-seven, 
and the distance traveled was 1,430 mile^. 

Directors. — Seventy- four directors of the one hundred and thirty-eight dis- 
tricts in the county, accompanied me at the visitations. In three or four dis- 
tricts, four directors were with me at a time. They are thorough school- 
men. In two or three districts, directors, teachers and pupils went with ine 
from school to school. This had an exhilaratinor and oood elTect. 

In Gettysburg may be witnessed the salutary results of efficient labor on 
the part of directors, and of proper discipline and instruciion on that of the 
teachers. The patrons, also, aware of the importance of having good direc- 
tors, are careful to elect men of work — men, to whom questions of personal 
comfort and convenience are always subordinate to their desire to do good. 

Our County Institute was not convened. 

District institutes, twelve; meeting on alternate Saturdays — 6fty teacher* 
on their rolls. 

District Superintendent, — Jn Mount Joy district, this officer visited the 
schools once monthly with good effect — compensation $10. 

Progress in Districts. — Several of the districts made marked progress during 
the year. Prominent in this respect, stand : — Cumberland, in the erection of a 
comfortable brick school building — in the thorough introduction of a uniform 
series of text-books, and a total exclusion of all others — in properly and effi- 
ciently visiting the schools, and in keeping the teachers heartily to their work ; 
Freedom, in uniformity of text books — re-modelling the school houses, and in 
general improvement ; Gettysburg, in the judicious selection and introduc- 
tion of the most approved and valuable text-books — in the great care and at- 
tention paid to the school buildings and grounds, and the superior arrange- 
ment and working of the schools ; Latimore, in not permitting the school 
houses to be used for any other than school purposes — in generous efforts to 
advance the schools, and in determining to improve their school buildings ; 
i\lenallen, in the great general improvement of a majority of the schools ; and 
Oxford, in the election of a first class school building, and in determining to 
keep llie schools open ten months next year. 

Public Sentiment. — The sentiment of the county in relation to the system 
is improving. Doubtless, prejudice and a mistaken opinion exist with many, 
but this should not deter the friends of education, it is error to shun tna 
encounier of a prejudice, or to seek to allay a commotion by shutting up a 
truth. Ir.deed it is only by rooting and grounding true principles firmly in 
the public heart, that the beneficence of our common schools ctm be fully es- 
tablished, and their usefulness properly promoted. 

Plans for next year. — in addition to the existinof programme, I have corn 
duded to put in use the fallowing '* now measures," to improve the working 
of the system: 1st. That no certihcate will be granted to any applicant 
falling beijvv an average of 3, except in theoretical teaching. 2d. Thai 
teachers, now holding provisional certificates, will be required to exhibit an 
improvement io their qualifications, of at leaat twenty per cent. 3d. That ail 



tMchers will be required" to be able to teach mentai arithmetic creditably, 
♦ih. That no certificate will be granted to any applicant unable to teach gram- 
raer, unlesa under very special and iinperafrive circunrstancea. 

And here, I invoke the aid of the friewis of education. We must har« 
better teachers'. We* have paid premioma' for igw>rai>ce long enough. 

Want9 of the County. — We must have, in. general, a better grade of teach- 
cw>», and lowger school terms. Time and effort will bring the former — ^the 
latter will depend, mainly, upon legislative action. The minimum of "four 
months'' haa been found to be practically insufficient. Ao alteration of the 
law, in this particular, would be highly beneficial. 

Parenitd Co-operation,. — On the part of many parents there is a greater de- 
gree of indifference manifested in relation to school matters, than is consia»- 
tent with their relation thereto. This is to be lamented. Common sobooU 
and the ballot box are, in a high degree, in the keeping and under the con- 
trol of the parents of o«r land. Increase the excellence of the former, and 
yon heighten the purity of the latter; and while I freely aver that parents 
perform with affectiou the duties of the home circle, they should not for- 
get that thcNe duties are not confined to komt. There is a sphere beyond that, 
to which their influence should extend. Between their schools and their 
homes, ties of the tendere«t sympathy should be formed, common interest* 
interwoven, and mutual relations bound. This accomplished, and our schools 
would become comprehensive in their scope, complete in their departments, 
and thorough in their efiicienc}^ 



Allegheny County. — ^. T. Douthett. 

School Houses — sufficient in all respects: — Allegheny city 4; Baldwin 4; 
Birmingham borough 1; East Birmingham 1; Chartiers 3 ; Collins 1; East 
Deer 4*; West Deer 6 ; Duquesne borough 1; Elizabeth borough 1; West 
Elizabeth 1 ; Elizabeth township 5; Fawn 4; North Fayette 2,* South Fayette 
1; Findleyft; Franklin 3; Indiana 5 ; Jefferson 2 ; Lawrenceville 2; Man- 
chester 1; M'Candless 3; Mifflin 3; Alonongahela borough 1; Moon 2; 
Neville 1; Ohio 3; Patton 6; Peebles 2; Penn 4; Pitt 2; Pittsburg 6; West 
Pittsburg 1 ; South Pittsburg 1 ; Plum 4; Keserve 2; Kobinson 4; Koss 3 ; 
Sewickly township 3; Whaler 5; Sharpsburg I; Snowden 5 ; Richland 2; 
Lower St. Clair 3; Upper St. Clair 3j Tarentum borough 1 ,• Versailles 4 j 
Wilkins2 5 M'Clure 2— 136. 

Insufficient houses: — Allegheny city 1; Baldwin 3; Chartiers 2; East 
Deer 2 ; Elizabeth town-^hip 3 ; North Fayette 1 ; South Fayette 3 ; Findley 
1; Franklin 3; Jefferson 4; Lawrenceville 1; M'Keesport 1; Mifflin 4; 
Moon 3; Neville 1 ,• Peebles 1 ; Penn 2; Pittsburg 1 ; Plum 1 ; Keserve 1 ; 
Robinson 2; Sewickley township I ; Shaler 1 ; Richland 1 j Lower St. Clair 
1} Upper St. Clair 2; Versailles 3, Wilkin8 2; Independent 1 — 53. 

Furnitwre — sufficient : — Allegheny city 32 rooms ; Baldwin 2 schools ; Bir- 
mingham borough 6 ; Fiast Birmingham 1 ; Lawrenceville 6 ; Manchester ft ; 
Mifflin 1; Pitt 4; l*ittsburg 50 rooms; South Pittsburg 4; Reserve 2; Snow- 
den 2 ; Lower St. Clair 1 ; Upper St. Clair 2 ; Tarentum boroucrh 2--20. 

Insufficient furniture: — Baldwin 2; East Birmingham 1; West Deer ] 
Elizabeth township 10 ; Fawn 3 , North Fayette 4 ; South Fayette 3 ; Find 
ley 5; F'ranklin 3; Indiana 7; Jefferson 4; Lawrenceville 1; M'Keesport 2 
Mifflin 4; Moon 3 ; Neville Ij Patton 3; Penn 6; Plum 3; Kobinson 2 
Koss 2; Sewickley township 1; Shaler 1; Richland 1; Lower St. Clair 2 
Upper St. Clair 3; Versailles 4j Wilkins 3 ; Independent 1 — 86. 
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Schools, — All tbe Bchools are either properly graded, or the pupils in eaeh * 
regularly classified. 

District Exnminaiions, — The plan of holding district examinations, as re* 
commended by the Department, has met with much faTor, and it is intended 
to continue it where it can possibly be carried out. By this means the teachers ■. 
are encouraged to be well prepared, and the directors hare the satisfaction of 
a personal acquaintance with the extent of the acquirements of those whom 
they wish to employ. The oral and written methods of examination hare 
been combined ; but in all eases where it was practicable, the oral method 
hnB been preserTed. 

Certificates. — Tbe g^ade of the provisional certificates was continued to 
old teachers, as established by my predecessor, viz : Prom one to three ; but > 
in accordance with instructions from the Department, the grade to new appli- 
cants was placed higher, viz : At from one to two. Experience has shown 
the wisdom of the step ; for the profession is now, even at this high standard, 
crowded with applicants who have been diligently preparing themselves for 
their work during the year, by attending Normal classes, teachers' institutes, 
teachers^ associations, and by much private study. Teachers and appiicanta 
for the office^ have been efiectually roused, and a marked disposition for im- 
provement has been manifested, which is a source of great satisfaction to all 
the friends of education. 

Visitations, — Number of schools visited 488; average duration of each visit 
one and a half hours. A few of the schools in the country districts were not - 
visited, owing to the irregularity of opening and closing, and the shortness of 
the term. 

Directors, — In the rural districts generally there were from two to four 
directors present at the visitation of the County Superintendent, and in but 
two districts in the county were there none. 

County Institute, — One was held at ArKeesport, and the greatest interest 
was manifested. It was well attended during the whole of its sessions, and 
it is believed that the cause of education in that vicinity was greatly benefited 
by it. 

District Institutes have been held in a number of the districts — in some 
instances two or more combined ; but those deserving official notice are South . 
Fayette, Upper St. Clair and Miffiin. The last has attracted considerabki 
notice, and owes its great success to the energy, skill and efficiency of its 
teachers, and the encouragement of a zealous board of directors. 

Progress in Districts. — Improvement throughout the county has been 
generally good ; but ArKeesport and Mifflin deserve especial notice for their 
marked improvement the past year. Their success seems to be mainly due 
to tbe untiring e^brts of an excellent corps of teachers, seconded by the co- 
operation of efficient directors. In Moon and North Fayette townt^hips, im- 
provement in the working of the schools was not so apparent as iii many 
others; but the directors seem alive to the fact and determined on bringing 
them up to a higher standard. 

Public sentiment throughout the county is favorable. The system is grow- 
ing steadily in favor with the people, and a class of children that formerly 
M'ere taught to despise the schools are now enrolled on their lists, and there 
seeking that sound practical education which it is the especial province of tbs . 
public schools to impart. 
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Armstrong County. — John A, Calhoun, 

School Houses. — The house at Brady's Bend iron works, is a Q\^e building, 
with enclosed and ornamented grounds, and the only house in the county 
properly furnished and supplied with apparatus. A fine building has been 
erected in Freeport, for a graded school, but is yet unfurnished. Of the rural 
districts Plumcreek takes the lead. When four houses, now under contract, 
aere completed, it will have a full and sufficient number of commodious and 
•abstantial houses. 

Many of the new buildings in the other districts are flimsy structures and 
quite too small. It is to bo regretted that directors, when obliged to build, 
do not erect large and substantial houses, conformed to some model in tbi 
Architecture. It may cost a little more at the time, but will assuredly \m 
economical in the end. Of the 33 bouses unfit for school purposes, Kittanning 
township has 6, Piue 5, Kedbank 4, Plumcreek 4, (now under contract,) Vaf 
ley, Manor, Cowanshannoc, Brady's Bond and Madison, each 2, and Burrell, 
Wayne and Washington, each 1. The public school house in Kittanning 
is a disgrace to the borough. It is strange that her citizens tolerate it. They 
are liberal, wealthy and spirited; many of them live in noble mansions. 
They worship in fine cliurches, but send their children to school in a ricketif 
old Aouse^ where they are ashamed to visit them. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — Our houses are better than their furniture and 
surroundings. Even the houses placed in the first class, are generally desti- 
tute of out-buildings, water, a suitable play-ground and other appliances 
necessary to comfort and convenience. In '2 schools (the graded school in 
Brady's Bend district) the furniture is excellent, apparatus good, but not ex- 
tensive. In 156 schools furniture is good or middling, but apparatus almost 
eoQtirely wanting; and in 52 both furniture and apparatus (a black-board, 
perhaps 3 feet square) are unfit for the school room. Of this class Allegheny 
has 1, Apollo 2, ^one room,) Brady's Bend 2, South BulTulo 1, Burrell 1, 
Cowanshannoc 2, Kittanning township 6, Madison 4, Mahoning 1, Manor 4, 
Pine n, Plumcreek 4-, (soon to be replaced,) Redbank 7, Valley 2, Wayne 1, 
Washington 1, Freeport 4«, (an excellent house sjon to be furnished,) Kittai^ 
niog borough 4. 

Schools, — Kittanning, Freeport and Apollo boroughs have each a graded 
acrfaool, Allegheny district has one, and Brady's Bend two. The result in 
those lately graded, has been highly satisfactory. If the schools of Worthing^ 
ton, Leechburg and £lderton boroughs, and those of Rural Village and Pu^- 
ceyville, were graded, it would greatly increase their efficiency. In tbs 
ichools which are classified there is really but little uniforaiity of bookB. 
Text- books have been adopted by the directors, but not introduced in ths 
schools. The use of the books adopted, should be enforced; and if any pa- 
rent really cannot purchase books for his children, the directors should pay 
foif them out of the funds of the district. 

Teachers. — Public examinations were held in the several districts of tfas 
cocnty, at which 238 applicants presented themselves. Professional certift- 
cates were issued to 5, provisional ones to 208, and 25 were rejected. B^ 
sides these, 1 endorsed 30 certificates granted by superintendents of adjoiE>- 
ing counties, to our own teachers, and in accordance with the instructions of 
the department, examined several privately. These, with those holdirg pro- 
fesflional certiticates heretofore issued, give an aggregate teaching force of 
275 — 6^ more than needed to supply our schools. This excess will enable 
me next year to raise the standard for a certificate. This year the lowest 
grade receiving a temporary license, was 3 in all the branches except geo- 
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^raphy and grammar. Next year I propose to reject all who fall below this 
jure in any of the school branches. Our teachers are most deficient in 
geoorraphy, and most proficient in arithmetic. During the year two certifif 
cate^ were annulled. 

Official l^bor, — That official duty is variant and onerous, will best be sean 
from an exhibit of the amonntx^f .labor tpecformed in a few of its departments: 

Time devoted to official business. — The whole time from the date of nijr 
cooHniseioA. 

Correspondence^^-^OSicM letters, 400. 

Miles traveled y 1,200. 

Visitation, — This is perhaps the most laborious and difficult department of 
duty ; still, 1 succeeded in visiting 200 schools, and made an average visit of 
nearly 2 hours. Of 10 schools not visited, 3 closed shortly aft€r I received 
my commission ; 4 were not in session when I visited adjacent schools, and 
3 closed before I could reach them. 

Directors, — Total number 168, and I was accompanied by directors in 15 
districts. 

TAe County Institute convened in Elderton, in the last week of April ; but 
owing to the excited condition of the country, the attendance was small. 

District Institvtes, — A very successful local institute was held in Putney- 
ville; about 30 teachers in attendance; duration, two days. 

The teachers of Crooked Creek Valley teachers' association, held two ses- 
sions during the year. 

The teachers of Allegheny, Wayne, Mahoning, JRedbank, Burrell, Manor 
and North Bufialo districts, sustained interesting and profitable institute»-^ 
meeting each alternate Saturday. In Pine, Plumcreek and Kittanning town- 
tihips, a part of the teachers held themselves aloof from the district associa- 
tion, la the others no institutes are organized. 

Progress in Districts. — The (schools of Allegheny, IJurrell, Manor, North 
Buffiilo and Wayne, are decidedly in the best condition and progressing most 
rapidly. These have well conducted institutes, and in throe of them, Wayne, 
Manor and North Bufililo, the secretary monthly visits the schools. Com- 
ment is unnecessary. 

Public Sentiment, — Though the school system yet meets some little active 
opposition and must contend with a very general apathy, its progress is most 
eSectually retarded by its friends. When these shall do their part, — director, 
teacher and parent faithfully performing their duty, — the increased efficiency 
oi aur fioiiools will speedily silence the aimless clamor. 

Conclusion, — I wish, but scarcely hope, at the expiration o( my terra, to 
be able to report 33 new and commodious houses erected, ^2 sohools supplied 
with good and tasteful furniture, and 20S with full apparatus; a full corps oi 
professional teachers ; and in every district the use of a uniform series of 
books enforced, a well conducted institute, proper directorial supervision, 
largely increaj&ed parental visitation, and regular attendance of pupils. Tht« 
exhibit shows that much is yet to be done; but in view of the progress made 
in the preceding Rye years, there is every encouragement to labor hopefully on. 



Beaveh "CouNTy. — T. C. Carothers, 

School Houses — Good houses: — Beaver bor. ind. district 1; South Beaver 
2; Borough township 1 ; Bridgewater 1 ; Brighton township 2; Fallstun 2 — 
one of them containing two school rooms; Franklin 1 ; Freedom 1 — a union 
oehool building, containing threedschool rooms; Hanover 3 ; New Brighton 1-^ 
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ti union school baildin^, containinor ten school rooms and ft hftll ; N^e^^wtck* 
^ey 1 ; Ohio 2, and Phillipsburg" 1 — 19. Four new school houses have been com- 
pleted during the year, one in Brid^ewater, a fine building, which has already 
been reported ; one in South Beaver ; one in Hopewell, and one in HanovcHk 
Th«y are all good buildings. A school house in Phillipsburcf was remodeled 
and repaired, so as to make it, vrhh a change of furniture, sutHcient for school 
purposes. 

School houses unsuitable for school purposes : — Beaver borough 2 ; South 
Beaver 2; Darlington bor. 1; Darlington tp. 2; Franklin 2; Georgetown 
1 ; Greene i ; Independence 2 ; Industry 1 ; New Sewickley 2, and North 
Sewickley 1 — 17. Arrangements have been made in a majority of these dis- 
tricts, to have new houses as rapidly as the necessary pecuniary arrangements 
can be made. 

Furniture — School rooms containing good furniture : — South Beaver ] ; 
Bridgewater 3 ; Brighton tp. 2 ; Fallston 2 j New Brighton 10 j New Sewicl^ 
ley 1, and Ohio 1—20. 

School rooms with insufiicient or unsuitable furniture : — Beaver borough Ij 
South Beaver 5; Borough township I; Brighton townsfhip2; Chippewa 3^ 
Darlington bor. 1 ; Darlington tp. 2 ; Economy 5 ; Franklin 2 ; Georgetown 1 1 
Greene 3; Hanover 1 ; Hopewell 2; Independence 3; Industry 2; Marion 3^ 
New Sewickley 10 ; North Sewickley 8 ; Patterson 1 ; Phillipsburg2 ; Pulaski 
4-, and Rochester tp. 2 — 64. 

Hcfiooh — The graded schools occur as follows: — Fallston 2; Freedom 3j 
New Brighton 10, and Rochester bor. 3. These are ail union schools, except 
the ones in Fallston and Freedom — 18. 

Teachers, — Teachers were scarce in this county last fall, and it was found 
impossible to fill the schools with as good teachers as were desired. 

Visitations. — Number of schools visited once by superintendent, Wi ; num« 
%er visited twice, 16; number visited three times, 4; average duration of 
each visit, two hours ; number of schools not visited, 11. Some of the latter 
closed a month earlier than was intended when they were opened. Other* 
were not in operation when the same districts were visited. Three attempts 
were made td visit the schools of one district, five in number, and but thre« 
of them were reached. 

District Institutes, — The meetings of dijstrict institutes were generally onc?t 
in two weeks, making about eight in the term of four months. In every case 
where district institutes have been properly conducted, there has been in>* 
provement in the districts where they were held. 

Progress in Districts, — Progress, to some extent, has been made in nearly 
every district, and in every case where directors have been careful to securi 
the services o( w/ioie-souledy live teachers, and furnished them with the neces^ 
sary apparatus. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment is favorable to the commoti 
school system, and gradually improving. As an evidence of this, better school 
houses are now built than formerly, better salaries are paid, better teacheri 
are employed, and more care taken in their selection. In several instances, 
parents have agreed to pay in addition to the amount of salary allowed iby 
directors, in order to secure the services of good teacfhers. 

Plans for the next year, — It is proposed at the close of every examination, 
when practicable, to hold an institute, at which the plans, most likely to b% 
successful in conducting school exercises and teaching each branch, will bi 
presented. During school visitations an effort will be made to have nrore 
frequent meetings of teachers and parents, so as to awaken more interest in 
the cause of education. An effort will be made to reach more of the schoalft 
daring the summer. 
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Suggtsiiona. — ^In some cases teachers have been employed ivho held no cer* 
lificates, with the intention of having them examined afterwards. This 
course has given trouble, is establishing a bad precedent, and is contrary to 
Jaw. in no case should a teacher be employed until he present a valid cer- 
tificate. In some cases, also, teachers of but middling qualifications are em- 
ployed to teach in the summer, on the supposition that it is not so important 
to have well qualified teachers for the small as for the more advanced pupils. 
This is a great mistake ; for at no period in a child's education is it so im- 
portant to have a good teacher as at the commencement. 



Bedford County. — Geo. Sigafoos, 

School Houses — sufficient in all respects: — Bedford bor. 1, with seven rooms; 
Monroe 1 ; Napier 3 j £. Proviiience 2 ; W. Providence 3 ; St. Clair 2; Snake 
Spring 2; Union 1; S. Woodberry 2—17. 

insufficient school houses : — Bedford township 3; Broad Top 2; Colerain 
1; Cumberland Valley 9; Harrison 4 ; Hopewell 2; Juniata 4; Londonderry 
& ; Monroe 5 ; Napier 4 ; Providence, £ast ] ; W. Providence 2 ; Schellsburg 
2 ; St. Clair 5 ; Union 5 ; M. Woodberry 3 ; S. Woodberry 2— .i9. 

Furniture — sufficient : — Bedford bor. 4 rooms ; Broad Top 4 schools ; Mon- 
roe 1 J Napier 3 ; £. Providence 2 ; W. Providence 3 j St. Clair 2 ; Suake 
Spring 2; Union 1; M. Woodberry 2', S. Woodberry 3—27. 

insufficient furniture: — Bedford bor. 1 room -j Bedford township 5 schools ; 
Broad Top 1 1 Colerain 2 ; Cumberland Valley 9 j Harrison 4 ; Hopewell 2 ; 
Juniata 4; Londonderry 5; Monroe 10; £. Providence 2; W. Providence 2; 
Schellsburg 2; St. Clair 9j Union 6; M. Woodberry 3; S. Woodberry 1—68. 

Schooia — properly graded : — Bedford bor. 5, — in the new Union school not 
yet fully occupied — 5. 

Neither graded nor classified ; Bedford bor. (colored school) 1; Bedford town- 
ship 5 ; Broad Top 3 ; Colerain 5 ; Cumberland Valley 6 ; Harrison 3 ; Hope- 
well 2 ; Juniata 4 ; Monroe 9 ; Napier D ; W. Providence 4 j St. Clair 6 ; Union 
9 ; M. Woodberry 4 — 66. 

Teachers, — The scarcity of teachers will not justify the raising of the stand- 
ard of qualification for provisional certificate the ensuing year. Last year 
the lowest figure was 3i. 

Visitaiion. — Schools visited once 133 ; twice 7 ; not visited at all 51 ; aver- 
age length of visit 2i hours. Regular visitation was commenced in Novem- 
ber, but found so few pupils present in many, that 1 thought it better to devote 
the time to those in each district that were comparatively filled and in care of 
inexperienced teachers, to the visitation of which a longer time was given. 
Much time was also lost in procuring teachers for unsupplied schools. The 
county is so broken by mountains, and the schools so distant from each other, 
that not more than two a day can be visited ; but the ensuing year it is in- 
tended to visit every school in the county. 

JDzrec^or^ of the following districts accompanied me during my visitation of 
their schools : Bedford township. Broad Top, Colerain, Cumberland Valley, 
Harrison, Juniata, Napier, £. Providence, St. Clair, Union, M. Woodberry 
and S. Woodberry. 

Institutes, — The annual meeting of the County institute took place in 
Bedford borough in December, was largely attended by teachers and citizens, 
and was of more than usual interest and utility. The semi-annual meeting 
of the county association was held in April, and was well attended. 
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District institutes were organized and g^enerally well attended, in Colerain, 
Hopewell, Liberty, W. Providence, St. Clair, Union, and in M. and S. Wood- 
■berry. As a general rule, it may be said that these useful institutions existed 
in all the districts whose directors only required twenty-two days to the 
teacher's month, allowing the other two for this purpose. This is a most 
beneficial practice, and one which should generally prevail. 

Progress in Districts. — Bedford borough has been furnishing its large union 
school, and fencing and ornamenting the campus during the year. Cum- 
berland Valle}'' has advanced the salaries of teachers, and graded them accord- 
ing to certificate. Its school houses are yet insufficient — particularly that al 
Gentreville ; but it is understood they are to be improved. Bedford townshifi, 
Broad Top, Colerain, Liberty, £. and W. Providence, St. Clair, Snake Springy 
lUiion and the two Woodberrys are making considerable advancement by im- 
proving houses, seeking good teachers, and encouraging district iiiStitutes. 
Some of the houses in all the districts, except Bedford borough, Napier and 
1^. Woodberry, are lamentably deficient in furniture. 

Southampton still rejects the school Inw. One general objection is to tbt 
provision which requires the schools to be kept open four months each year; 
when, it is asserted, that owing to the distance from the schools, the difficulty 
df the roads and the employments of the people, they can only be respectably 
filled during three, — the other month, being thus, as it is said, nearly wasted. 
Perhaps a change in the law allowing such districts to shorten the term to 
three months, with the assent of the County and State Superintendents, might 
be the means of inducing such districts to adopt the system, and thus gradti- 
ftlly bring tbem into its support. 

Public Sentiment. — It can safely be asserted that the system is growing in 
favor with the people at large. This is manifested by a greater willingnem 
to visit the school room, and attend the public examination of teachers ; by 
the encouragement of teachers' institutes, the desire for better teachers, and 
by a readier supply of the necessary books for the children. 

Plans for next year. — To urge directors to make membership in the dis- 
trict institute obligatory on all their teachers, and to encourage the reading 
of educational works. 

To grant no private examinations till after the close of the public examina- 
tions ; and then only in special cases, and at the written request of a board of 
directors, — such examinations only to be held on Saturdays. 

To visit as many districts as possible, and address the citizens on the duties 
of citizens, directors, parents and teachers, toward the schools. 

To sustain our newspapers in the generous grant each has made of a column 
for educational purposes. 

To endeavor to carry out the decisions of the Department in reference to 
the employment of no teachers, except such as are of good moral character 
and deportment. 



Berks County. — J. S, Ermentrout. 

School Houses. — Sufficient, S-tS ; 43 in Heading, 4 in Albany, 4 in Alsace,- 
fe in Amity, 2 in Bcrnville, 9 in Bern, 5 in Upper Bern, 10 in Bethel, 1 lo 
Brecknock, 1 in Caernarvon, 3 in Centre, 5 in Colebrookdale, 3 in Cumro, 
i in Douglass, 3 in £9rl, 7 in Exeter, 6 in Greenwich, 7 in Hamburg, 4 in 
Upper Heidelberg, 4 in Lower Heidelberg, 2 in North Heidelberg, 4 in Her&> 
ford, 5 in Jefferson, 5 in Longswamp, 5 in Maiden Creek, 4 in Marion, 8 in 
Maxatawuy, 5 in Muhlenberg, 6 in Oley, b in Ontelawnee, 7 in Penn, 6 in 
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.Perry, 3 in Prk'c, 1 in PleosantvilJe, 7 in Richmond, 4 in Robeson, 4 in Rock- 
land, 3 in Ruscombmanor, 1 in ShultzvilJe, 4 in Spring, 6 in Tulpehocken, 5 
in Upper Tulpehocken, 5 in Union, 3 in Washington, 4 in Windsor, 4 ill 
•Womelsdorff— 248. 

insufficient, 27; 1 in Albany, 1 in Alsace, 1 in Amity, 1 in Upper Bern, 1 
in Brecknock, 1 in Caernarvon, 1 in Centre, 2 in Cumru, 1 in Exeter, 2 in 
Lower Heidelberg, 1 in North Heidelberg, 1 in Longswamp, I in Marion, 1 
in Oley, 3 in Ruscombmanor, 2fin Spring, 1 in Tulpehocken, 3 in Union, 4 
in Washington, 1 in W^indsor — 27. 

Ten new houses built — In Cumru and Union, each one, while Alsace a^ 
tested its zeal by the erection of two. The city of Reading, the acknowledged 
superiority of whose schools evidences the ability of its teachers, the energy 
of its controllers, and the liberality of its inhabitants, heightened its general 
beauty by a three-story edifice which cost $3,600 ; Colebrookdale made a 
pa5'ing investment of $1,200 in a fine two-story building, located in Boye»- 
town ; Ontelawnee crowned the fame it achieved in the past, by putting up 
a Ftructure large enough for four schools, in the thriving village of Leesport, 
at a expense of $2,000 ; while Hamburg, bounding at a single leap into the from 
rank of improvement, opened a bright destiny to tlie future of its sons and 
daughters, by the building of a model edifice nt a cost of $3,000, and thus per- 
fected the grading of its schools, which need but a short time to mature them 
into a state of excellency second to none in the county. Amity could not 
resist its instinct for progress, but, with commendable foresight, repaired ont 
of its old buildings with so much adroitness that it may be pronounced as 
good as new. May the bell which pours its sounds from abo\(e the newly 
erected and tasteful structure in Longswamp, admonish the people of Berks 
that the hour has come when they must march in double quick time to the 
post assigned them, in the -educational arrangements of the age in which they 
live. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — Sufficient, 151 ; 2 in Albany, 3 in Amity, 2 in 
Bernville, 4 in Bern, 5 in Upper Bern, 6 in Bethel, 2 in Centre, 3 in Cole- 
brookdale, 1 in Cumru, 4 in Exeter, 2 in Greenwich, 5 in Hamburg, 2 in 
Upper Heidelberij, 3 in Lower Heidelberg, 1 in North Heidelberg, 3 in Here- 
ford, 5 in Jefferson, 2 in Kutztown, 3 in Longswamp, 3 in Maiden Creek, 2 
in Maxatawny, 3 in Muhlenberg, 2 in Oley, 4 in Ontelawnee, 4 in Penn, 2 in 
Perry, 1 in Pleasantville, 43 in Heading, 3 in Richmond, 2 in Robetjon, 1 in 
Rockland, 1 in Shultzviile, 4 in Spring, 5 in Tulpehocken, 2 in Upper Tulpe- 
hocken, 3 in Union, 1 in Washington, 1 in Windsor, 3 in Womelsdorfi', 3 in 
Douglass — 151. 

Insufficient, 80; 1 in Albany, 7 in Alsace, 1 in Amrtjs 3 in Bern, 1 in Up- 
per Bern, 1 in Brecknock, 1 in Caernarvon, 2 in Centre, 1 in Colebrookdale, 

6 in Cumru, 1 in Earl, 3 in Exeter, 3 in Greenwich, 4 in Lower Heidelberg, 
1 in North Heidelberg, 4 in Longswamp, 3 in Maxatawny, 4 in Oley, 3 ia 
Penn, 1 in Perry, 2 in Richmond, 6 in Robeson, 3 i^ Rockland, 4 in Ku»- 
comb^?^flno^, 5 in Spring, 2 in Tulpehocken, 4 in Union, 2 in W^ashington, 1 
in Windsor — 80. 

Schools. — Graded, 66 ; 42 in Reading, 2 in Bernville, 2 in Colebrookdale, 

7 in Hamburg, 4 in Kutztown, 3 in Ontelawnee, 2 in Penn, 4 in Womel»- 
•dorff — 6t). Neither claitsified nor uniform, 139; 5 in Albany, 1 in Alsace, 2 

in Amity, 5 in Bern, 5 in Upper Bern, 2 in Bethel, 4 in Brecknock, 2 in Caer- 
narvoji, 4 in Centre, S in Colebrookdale, 6 in Cumru, 3 in Earl, 6 in Exetev, 

8 in Greenwich, 3 in Upper Heidelberg, 6 in Lower Heidelberg, 2 in North 
•Heidelberg, 5 in Hereford, 1 in Jefferson, 2 in Longswamp, 1 in Maiden 
Creek, 5 in Marion, 4 in Maxatawny, 3 in Muhlenberg, 2 in Oley, 1 in Onte- 
lawnee, 2 in Benn, 4 in €^erry, 4 in Pike, 3 in Richmond, 5 in Robeson, 3 in 
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BuN:Onnbtoaftor, 8 ifi Springr, 3 in Tulpeh6cken, 2 in Upper Tulpeh6ckeii, 3 
in Union, 5 in Washington, 4 in Douglass, 1 in Reading — 133. 

Visitation. — All the schools visited once by the superintendent; 35, twiot, 
and 5 three times. Six found closed, the teachers absent, for some good 
catiBe, — 1 in Maiden Creek, 1 in Rockland, I in Windsor, 1 in Bern, 1 m 
Upper Bern, 1 in Dongtass. Average duration of visits, one hour and a quat- 
ter. We ask the people of Berks to bear in mind that 375 of their schools 
must be visited, if at all, within 90 working days, and their own common 
sense will lead them to conclude that their superintendent has, perhaps, done, 
in this respect, all they can in reason require. 

Institutes. — As the special duty of the superintendent is to hold examina- 
tions and visit the schools, this faithfully diKcbarged, he finds little time to 
devote to institutes. £ight divisional institutes were held : One at Millert- 
burg, one at WomelsdorffjOne at BernviUe, one at Mt. Pleasant, one at Kut»- 
town, one at Grimsville, two at Hamburg. Persons of high standing, wbo 
bad been prejudiced against the school system, were converted into staunch 
friends through their influence, while the mass of the people were most favoi^ 
ably impressed. At Millersburg, Bethel township, where an institute was in 
session two days under the management of its spirited teachers and dire*- 
tors, an intense interest was manifested by the citizens who crowded the placu 
of meeting by day and by night. Besides these larger institutes, 26 distric^t 
institutes were kept in successful operation in 26 different townships. Not 
unfrequently the teachers of several sections met in common to vie with oo# 
another in friendly contest for the palm of superiorly. 

Public Sentiment. — From the interest manifested by the encouraging au- 
diences which greeted us at public meetings, nearly 50 in number, as well as 
from the cordial treatment by persons of all classes, it can reasonably be in* 
fe4-red, that our people are willing to show fair play to the operations of th« 
school system. The opposition they may have evinced in the pa^t, did nbi 
Epring — a* the maligners of our general character would have us believe — from 
ignorance and hatred of a safe, judicious progress, or from a want of congeni- 
aiity between the Germnn spirit and the demands of the age, but from the lad 
that no regard was paid to the peculiar type of mind with which the Almighty 
endowed us. So far from being opposed to a substantial education, we stan4 
ready to join in with any proper movement to secure a healthy improvement. 
Though not professing to know more than the rest of mankind, wc feel ttm 
knportance of a good education, and ore willing to work in downright earnest 
to procure it. All the complaints we make, spring from the fact just alluded 
to. Every right-minded man should give us credit for the assertion of this 
first principle in the philosophy of education, — that the native genius and spirk 
of individuals and communities constitute the foundation on which to ereot 
the superstructure of science. There is every reason to believe that, onf 
people once convinced that, in being educated, they will not be called upaa 
to ignore their original character, tha last vestage of opposition to the pubiis 
schools will have disappeared. This general reflection, when rightly under* 
fttood and comprehended in all its bearings, leads to the only 

PoHcy, or Plan^ by the application of which the school system can be made 
a .permanent institution in the German counties <>f the fStaie of Pennsylvania* 
The word German is used, in this connection, not in contradistinction from 
American, — as ninety-nine out of every hundred of us are *'to the manor 
born," — but because the customary mode of speech renders such phraseology 
necessary : — 

1. A superintendent, who is not prepared to do justice to the character of 
our people and to respect tlie good qualities that adorn it, might as well hang 
hm harp en the willows njid ^eek some more oongeniai clin^. 
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2. Jin indigenous corps of teachers wbo, taken from the people that belong 
here, may be able to understand us, 8ympathise with us in training, habits, 
feelings, manners, and appreciate the prejudices that may cleave to us. 

3. it follows, that the educator, in order to efl'ect the harmonious culture of 
a commOnily, should respect not only its indlviduatiry, but keep steadily in 
Tiew, also, the epeciHc work it is qualified to do in the departments of science. 



Blair County. — John Mitchell. 

' School Houses — Sufficient: — Allegheny 4; Amis 2j Altoona bor. 6 ; Blair 
1; Catharine 1; Frankstown 2; Freedom 1; Hollidaysburg 6; Huston 3; 
Logan 4; Snyder 2; Tyrone borough 3; Taylor Ij Tyrone 4; North Wood- 
berry 2 ; Wood berry 4 — 45. 

Insufficient: — Amis 1 ; Blair 1; Frankptown2; Freedom 2 ; Greenfield ^ ; 
Hollidaysburg 2; Juniata 1 ; Logan 2; Taylor 3; Woodberry 1 — 20. 

Furniture — Sufficient : — Allegheny 6 ; Antis 3 ; Alioonn bor. 6 ; Blair Qj 
Githarine 3 ; Frankstown 4 ; Freedom 1 ; Hollidaysburg t> ; Huston 2 ; Logan 
6; Snyder 2 5 Tyrone bor 3; Taylor 1; Tyrone f) j North Woodberr}^ 3 j 
VVood berry 5 — 58. 

Insufficient: — Antis 2; Blair 1 , Frankstown 3; Freedom 2; Greenfield 5 ; 
Huston 3; Juniata 2; Taylor 2 ; North Woodberry 2; Woodberry 1 — -23. 

Schools — Graded: — Allegheny 2; Altoona bor. t> ; Gaysport bor. 3 ; HoV 
lidaysburg 7 ; Martinsburg 2 ; Tyrone borough 3; Woodberry 3—26. 

Without uniformity of Text-Books or Clasirtcalion : — Blair 2; Fraukstown 
«5 Freedom 3; Greenfield 7,- Taylor 2—16. 

A'(?K? School Houses. — Two new frame school houses, of respectable dimen- 
sions and of convenient and tasteful architecture, were erected in Huston dif^^ 
trict ; one in Freedom district, a neat, roomy and well planned building; also, 
one in Allegheny. The latter is one of the neatest houses in the county, and 
is furnished with desks and seats of modern style. * 

Visitation. — One hundred and twenty-nine schools were visited once ; 
ninety-one, twice; and eleven, three times. The average duration of each 
▼isit, about three hours. In consequence of very inclement weather, on 
•chool in Juniata district, close to the Allegheny summit, was not reached. 

Directors in the county 120, and the number of those present, at the differ- 
ent visits to their schools, 53. 

Institutes, — There were three institutes held by the Blair County Teachers' 
association ; two in the borough of Altoona, and one in Duncansville, each 
of which was in session two days, employed in various exercises of study, 
and the nights were devoted to lectures on various subjects connected with 
ptiblic instruction. Six or seven district institutes were organized, which met, 
during the school term, on Saturdays, when the vvv3ather was favorable. Tl» 
ctfTect of these meetings on the teachers and pupils of the districts, judging 
from the order and progress of iheir schools, was excellent. 

Improvements in Ttaching, — There is a marked difference, for the better, in 
the nr.ethods of imparting instruction ; the principal aim of the teacher t>eing 
now directed to the improvement of the understanding. Mental arithmeii« 
is a prominent study, and the attainments in ihi:4 branch .are exceedingly 
creditable. Composition has become a regular brancn in most of the schools. 
In the other branches a steady progress has been going on. 

Progress in Dist ricts. -^'Hiose districts which stand prominently in regard 
to improvement, are: Altoona, Antis, Alleirht*ny, Catharine, Frankstown, 
Hollidaysburg, Logan, Tyrone City, Tyrone, Woodbciry, Martmsburg, ISnyder 
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and Gaysport. The other districts havingf short terms of four months each« 
have not, of course, kept pace with the more fairored ones, whose terms e» 
tend from six to ten months. Though laboring under the disadvantages of 
^ort terms of four months, Blair, Huston, Taylor, Freedom and a part of N. 
Wood berry district, are showing fruits of increased vitality in their schools, 
doubtless owing to the fact of having vigilant directors and industrious 
teachers. Even Juniata and Greenfield, formerly considered the most bacl^ - 
ward districts, have adopted, in a few of their schools, the study of grammar,, 
geography and mental arithmetic. There is a prospect of a ^' brighter day 
coming " for these districts, which can be hastened by the employment of . 
competent teachers. 

Public sentiment continues firm in this county. The prominent causes aM 
the fruits of the system itself, which display a practical training of the young, 
the rejection of superficial, memorized lessons, for digested principles in- 
grafted on the understanding, and the consequent elevation of many of our 
youth from obscurity to respectability and usefulness. 

Suggestions, — What is most needed in many of the districts is an increase 
of the school term. The four months term should be abandoned for one of 
at least six months duration, it isevident that where little capital is invested, 
a prolilic yield cannot be expected. When two-thirds of the year are spent 
in manual labor or amusement, the minds of children become estranged from 
studious habits, and they iearn to hate the confinement and control of thm • 
school room. A correspondent apathy also enters the minds of parents. Let ^ 
directors increase the school terms as much as practicable, and also Jet the ; 
qualifications of the teacher be their principal guide in selecting him for the im- 
portant task ; and, especially, let all borers in behalf of friends and relatives, , 
of inferior merit, be at once discarded. 

Piaivi for next jjear. — Nothing materially different seems necessary. My i 
intention is to endeavor to visit more schools, to infuse additional industry 
into some and correct certain habits in others, which can be done without . 
changing the plans pursued last year. 



BuADFORD Cocj^TV. — CkarUs it. Coburn. 

School Houses — SufHcient : — Albany 4; Athens 4*; Armenia 1 ; West Bur- 
lington 2; Burlingion tp. 4; Canton 5; Columbia 3; Franklin 3; Gran- 
ville 1 ; Le Koy 2; Litchfield 3; Monroe tp. 4; Overton 4«; Pike f); Ridjre- 
berry 2; Kome 3; Standing Stone 2; South Creek 2; Springfield I; She- 
siiequin 3 ; Smiihfield G ; Tuscarora 1 ; Terry 1 ; North Towanda 1 ; Troy 
ip. 2; Ulster 2 5 Warren 4.} Wells 2; Wyalusiny 1 ; Wilmot 2— SO. 

Insufficient: Albany 2; Athens 9 j Armenia 2; West Burlington 2; Bur- 
lington tp. 2; Canton -i ; Coltimbia 7; Granville 3; Herrick 6 ; Le Boy 1; 
Litchfield 5; Monroe tp. 6; Macedonia 2; Orwell 7; Pike 8; Kidgeberry 
8 J Kome 7; Standing Stone 3; South Creek 5; Springfield 8; Sheshequia 
-I-; Smithfield S ; Tuscarora 7 ; Terry 4< ; North Towanda 1; Tovvanda tp. 
1; Troy tp. 10; Ulster 2 ; Warren 9; Wells 5 ; Windham G ; Wyalusing 
10; Wilmot 5— 1G9. 

In Towanda bor., the house is conveniently arranged, but it is not of suffi- 
cient size to accommodate all the scholars. One very good graded school 
house has been erected in Terry. More good school houses have been built 
within the past school year, than have been built in any five preceding yeare 
since the passage of our present school law. 
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Furniture and .Apparatus, — About three-fourths of our districts have been 
provided with Mitctieli^s map of the United iStates; There is no other ap^ 
paratus in our schools, except in Towanda borough, where we have ortfero- 
graphical charts. The house at Terry is to be supplied with the Boston fu^ 
nature. 

Schools. — We have no schools in which the system of grading* is rigidly 
adhered to, or in which pupils are promoted from one department to a 
higher, after a careful examination by directors or teachers. In Towanda 
borough, we have four departments, and the plan of grading is adopted W) 
some extent. In Athens borough there are two departments- in the school 
also in Troy borough, one school in Canton, one in Home and one in Orwell ; 
but in these several schools, not as careful attention is paid to grading the 
pupils according to their standing, as there ought to be. Our schools are 
now very generally classified ; as well as the circumstances in rural districts 
will permit. 

But few, comparatively, of our districts have entire uniformity of text- 
books, alihough the officers are directing their eirorts to bring about, ns 
speedily as practicable, so desirable an object. 

Teachers, — 1 think our teachers are improving in their method of managing 
schools, as well as of impr.rting instruction. We have each year a large num- 
ber of young teachers, who of course, have had no experience, and their 
etforts can not be judged of comparatively ; still many of them have been 
eminently successful. Some have failed as well as several of those more ex- 
p«rienced. 

Visitations. — All the schools in the county except 23 were visited 5 want 
oC time during the school terms, with sickness of myself or family, were the 
reasons for not visiting all. Average duration of visits about one and one- 
third hours. There were in this county 258 directors. Sometimes all the 
members of the board would be with me, and occasionally not any. One or 
more of the directors was, however, generally with me. 

Institutes, — There were five institutes held in the county during the year 5 
the average number in attendance was about 75. We have had no township 
or district institutes. Our county association has held its meetings quarterly 
in dilTerent sections of the county. 

Progress in Districts. — Although there is a steady onward and upward 
movement in our county, 1 am not aware that in any one of our districts has 
there been such marked progress as would justify me in making special refer- 
ence to it. None are perhaps doing all they can for the cause of education, 
or even all that duty enjoins; and yet most aro doing more than has been 
done heretofore. Directors are, as a general thing, becoming more and more 
etigag'id, as they become better acquamtcd with the practical operations of 
the system. 

Public Sentiment, — In a few of our districts there is yet a strong feeling 
against the whole educational system, especially among the older citizens; 
and there are a few in every township who arc opposed to some of its fea- 
tures. Still ** public sentiment" is strongly in favor of our school law as a 
whole. The feeling of opposition is diminishing from year to year. 



BacEs County. — S, S, Over holt. 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Bensalem 1; Bristol bor. 2; Bristol tp. 4; 
Buckingliam 4; Doyle;itown bor. 2; Doylcstown tp. 1; Durham 2; bails 
4; Upper Makefield 2; Lower Makedeid 2; MiddktowD 1; Mcurfisvilie 1; 
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NewHop« 1 ; Newtown bor. 1; Newtown tp. 2; Northampton 2; Plomstead 
7; Quakertown 1; Kicblan<12; SoleburyS; Southampton 2 ; Springfield 1| 
Tinicnm 1 ; Warrington % — 51. 

Insufficient: — Bedmin^ter 1; Bensalem^; Bristol tp. 2; Buckingh.im 3 
Doylestown tp. 1 ; Falls 1 ; Hilltown 1 ; Upper Makefield 1 ; Middletown 3 
Milford 3 ; New Britain 4 ; Nocka^)ixon 5 5 Northampton I ; Plumstead 5 
Kichland 2^ Roclchiil 5; Solebury 5^; Southampton 3; Springfield 3; Tin»» 
c«m 4^5 Warrington 2; Wrightstown 1 — 60, 

Great progress has been evinced in many of the districts, in the erection 
oC suitable school bnildincrs. The houses in Bucks compare favorably with 
those of the majority of counties in the State. Within the last three or four 
years, over fifty new houses have been erected. Some of the houses recently 
bailt are elegant structures, combining durability, comfort and taste. 

School Furniture — Suflicient : — Bcnsalem 1; Bristol bor. 5; Bristol tp. 4; 
Budcingham 4^; Doylestown bor. 2; Doylestown tp. 1; Falls 9; Hilltown 2; 
Upper Slakefield 2; Lower Makefield 3; Middletown 1 ; Morrisrille 2; New 
Hope 1; Newtown bor. 1; Newtown tp. 2; Nockamixon 2; Northampton 
2 J Plumstead 2; Quakertown 1; Solebury 4; Southampton 2; Warring 
to© 2; Wrightstown 1 — 5(>. 

InsufTicient: — Bedminster 6 ; Bensalem 3; Bristol tp. 1; Buckingham 2; 
Doylei?town tp. 4; Haycock 4; Hilltown 3 ; Upper Makefield 1; Lower 
Makefield 1; Middletown 4; Milford 7; New Britain 4; Nockamixon 9 5 
Northampton 4; Plumstead 7; Richland 3; Solebury 5j Springfield ^5 Tini- 
e«m 5; Warwick 3; Wrightstown 3; Kockhill 6 — 90. 

Though great improvement is perceptible in the furniture of the houses 
that have recently been erecOed, yet in many instances there is but little jud^ 
ment or taste exercised in furnishing school rooms with comfortable and con- 
venient furniture. If parents were half as sensitive on this subject as they 
are on the subject of school government, our school rooms would doubtless 
long since have been supplied with suitable seats and desks. Many who 
cannot go to church once in a week and sit for an hour and a half themselves, 
without proper backs to their pews and the seats cushioned, will sufTer th^ir 
children to ^it in the school room, from six to sei'en hours a day every day 
in a week, without any support, either for their feet or backs. They are ex- 
ceedingly sensitive to any trifling punishment or inconvenience that th€ 
iBocher may inflict upon their children, to command obedience and attention, 
but entirely disregard the tenfold greater cruelty that they themselves are 
inflicting upon them, by not seeing that their school rooms are provided with 
comfortable furniture. 

Apparatus* — A few of the schools in the county are provided with apparatus 
by the directors. The most prominent are Bristol and New Hope boroughs. 
In a number the schools have been partially supplied. Many districts have 
supplied all their schools with full sets of outline mops, others with Elocu- 
tionary charts, and some with Primary charts. Several teachers collected 
money enough by subscription, to furnish their schools with good apparatus; 
but a great number of schools are supplied with apparatus furnished by the 
teachers themselves. Some of our most enterprising teachers have provided 
themselves with apparatus worth nearly a hundred dollars. 

Schools. — Graded: Bristol bor. f> ; Doylestown bor. 3 ; Falls 4; Upper 
Makefield 2; Lower Makefield 2; Middletown 2; Morrisville 2; New Hope 
3 ; Newtown bor. 2 ; Solebury 'i^— 27. 

Without uniform books and classification: — Bedminster 3; Haycock 1; 
Hilltown 2; Milford 2; New Britain 2; Nockamixon 3; Kichland 1 ; Kock- 
hill 6 ; Springfield 1 ; Tinicum 2—23. 
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The number of graded schools is comparatively small, and with a few ex- 
ceptions, of recent date. In every instance where graded schools have beea 
kept open during even a portion of the year, there appear marked evidence! 
of superior progress in the pupils, over those of ungraded schools. 

Uniformity of Books. — There are but few schools where there is not a 
uniformity of text-books, in all, or at least a portion of the studies ; but ia 
many cases very little judgment is exercised in the selection,— -such books be- 
ing selected as are found in most general use when the selection is made, or 
such as cost the least money, regardless of their merits. There are a few 
schools yet, in which the Bible and Testament are used as the only reading 
books. 

The greatest want of uniformity and of proper classification is in writtea 
srithmetic ; hence much inconvenience and disadvantage is experienced ia 
teaching that important branch. One serious error is the introduction of 
books into the schools by teachers, different from those regularly established 
by the directors, it is proper that directors should consult the teachers re- 
specting the most suitable text-books to be used, before they make their selee- 
tioiis, from the fact that teachers are more familiar with the most improved 
books now used, than many of the directors. Gut after the selection is fairly 
made and the books established, they should not be changed by every new 
teacher. In many instances the change is for the worse ; but even were it for 
the better, it is not prudent to change books frequently, and thus introduce a 
variety into the district. 

It is almost an impossibility to have a complete uniformity of_text-booka 
oar a proper classification, in schools where every one furnishes books for him 
own children. In some districts, the text- books are all or in part furnished 
by the directors. In these districts teachers have a ^decided advantage ia 
classifying their schools; and not until the directors furnish all the books ia 
their respective districts, can we have a perfect uniformity of books and a 
proper classification in the schools. The department can not urge this mal- 
ter too strongly upon directors. 

VtBitatioTut, — Every school in the county was visited once during the year 
except one, in Rockhill township, which had closed about half an hour befona 
I got there. An average of half a day was spent in each. The whole num- 
ber of directors in the county is 204. The number that accompanied me ia 
my visits was 86. Many of our directors have their hearts in the cause, and 
labor indefatigably to promote the interests of the schools. 

Institutes, — Four general institutes were held in the county during the 
year, viz : at Newtown for 3 days, with 90 teachers present ; at Doylesiown, 
4 days and 129 teachers; at Quakertown, 2 days and 40 teachers, and at 
Springtown, 2 days and 3r) teachers. At least 14 district institutes wer« 
also organized, with an aggregate membership of 137. 

Progress in Districts, — My term of olfice has not been sufHcient to enable 
me to form a very correct opinion respecting the progress in all tho districts, 
and I was not familiar with the condition of the schools in many of them 
previously to my election. But as far as I am able to judge, Doylestown bor., 
Milford, Solebury, Tinicum and Warminster have made marked improvement 
within the year. The principal causes of success are a good selection of 
teachers, frequent visitations of the schools by the directors, and proper en- 
couragement to teachers. The schools ia Kails, Bristol bor.. Upper Make* 
field. Lower Makefield, Middletown and Bensalem are in a flourishing condi- 
tion. iSome of the schools in Sprinfigeld, Buckingham, Plumstead and 
Southampton are thoroughly taught, and several in Hilltown, Bedminster, 
Durham and Kichland were under the charge of efficient teachers. 
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PuUtc Sentiment. — The majority are favorable to the sehool system, bat 
the people are too indifierent to its workings, and great lack of sympathy' 
atad encouragement is felt throughout the county on the part of parents. In 
the upper end of the county there is a strong opposition, but the sentiment la' 
gradually improving. 

Plans for next year, — I purpose visiting every school in the county as' 
frequently as practicable, holding perhaps fewer but more effectual general 
institutes ; organizing and personally attending as many district institutes at 
possible; and following rigidly the instructions of the Department in exami- 
nations. 

Sfiggestions, — Since it is impracticable to visit all the schools, in a county 
as large as this, more than once a year, and the Saperintendent can form but 
a limited idea of their condition during the whole year, I would suggest that - 
the Department furnish every teacher with blanks, to be filled up and for- 
warded monthly to the superintendents, requiring such information as would ' 
show the condition of the schools. Such reports would have a salutary efiect 
on the teachers and directors, as well as enable the officer to see at a glance 
the true condition of all the schools. 

It is earnestly requested by many directors that regulations somewhat sim- 
ilar to those now adopted in collecting the county and state tax, should be 
extended to the school tax, and allowing the receipt of the tax up to a speci- 
tied day by the district treasurer, witn au abatement for prompt payment. 



BuTLEft CoTTNTY. — Eugene Ferrero, 

ScAool Houses, — In this county there are 210 school houses, of which 10 
are log, 148 frame, and the remaining 52 are brick. With the exception of 
3, these houses are one story high, they contain but one room and are distri- 
buted at equal distances over an area of about 875 square miles. Nearly all of 
hem have been built within the last five years. Externally they present no 
perceptible defects, and throughout the county they are uniformly neat and 
appropriate. But internally they are somewhat different, for while many 
have ceiling and walls whitened, seats and desks painted, a desk for the teacher, 
suitable arrangements for the hats and shawls of the scholars, making all 
(iround look 'orderly, and fresh, and cheerful, — there are others whose sombre 
walls, unfinished furniture, hat-piled window sills, and shawl-strewn corners, 
offer an aspect of confusion, and fatigue, and dullness which was frequently 
reflected by the teacher, or manifested in the recitations of the pupils. 

In this respect, however, there was made, during the past year, much im- 
provement; 42 rooms, by repairing and cleansing the despoiled walls, recon* 
structing the seats, providing proper accommodations for the teacher, and by 
other brushing up processes, underwent a change so great that they were 
scarcely recognized. There are now 120 rooms which bear the impress of 
adaptation and fitness, but the remaining 92 are still capable of improvement 
ill the way of making them ^* pleasant places to think in." 

JSince last report three houses have been built, and schools were held in 
them during the winter. They all have high ceilings, with means of ventila- 
tion, are well seated, and the entire end of each is prepared as a black-board ; 
of these one is in Conoquenessing, one Washington, and one in Centreville. 
The two former are pleasantly located on the road side, are neat and substan- 
tial buildings, and are well adapted to the purpose intended. The other in 
thoroughly and tastefully finished both inside and out, and is one of the most 
uttroGttTe and beautiful structures in the borough of Centreville. The four 
4f 
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other houses, whose idw ceiLiti^s and improper H^t, were injurions to the 
health and hahits of youth, will, during the coming summer, he removed, and 
others, possessing the improvements of modern times, will immediately take 
their places. 

Furniture^ Sfc. — Of the 212 school rooms the furniture of 70 is painted; of 
120 it is comfortable, with cleanly surroundings; 50 others have the usual fur- 
niture, but the walls of the room are other smoke-stained, plaster broken or 
marred by improper writings. In 29 others the furniture is good but the 
black-boards are too small, or put in inconvenient places. In the remaining 
12 there are a defectiveness of furniture and a want of brushing up generally. 
From interviews had with directors of these improvable rooms, assurances 
were given that they would be taken under their early and favorable con* 
sideration. 

Schoo/s — In the boroughs of Harrisville, Prospect and Butler the schools 
were all graded; — ^those of Harrisville and Prospect having two depart- 
ments each, that of Butler three. The rest of the schools were well classified, 
but not graded, and a uniformity of books has been adopted, by the directors, 
in every district. In some schools, however, the books were not the same ; 
but this was the case^only in places > where changes are made too frequently 
to enable all the scholars to profit by them. 

Visitation, — Teachers sustained by private subscription had, in a great 
measure, the care of the schools during the summer. Hence, between the 
months of October and March, was the only time in which the schools could 
be officially visited. But to go into all of the ^.S districts, having, with the 
exception of the 9 boroughs, an almost similar number of schools, it became 
necessary to divide the time equally among them. Two days, therefore, was 
the longest stay that was made in a township. By this means, every school 
district in the county was visited, and as many schools, when open, were seen 
in each, as that limited sojourn would admit. When, in some townships, 
schools had to be passed by, those were chosen which had been seen before, 
or those, the reputation of whose teacher was well known. Thus 181 schools 
were visited, spending, at an average, 2 hours in each. But the pleasure of 
seeing the remaining 31 was prevented. These, too, would have been visited 
had they not been closed, or were the classes not in a fragmentary state, be- 
fore my tour over the county was accomplished. 

Directors. — The difficulty of giving directors notice of the precise time that 
their township would be reached, deprived me in places of their valuable co- 
operation. In some townships none, and in others but a portion of the board 
accompanied me in the visitation. 

Institutes, — Owing to the short terms, and to teachers being unacquainted 
with each other, together with the fa-jt that directors do not yet feel inter- 
ested in township institutes, only 9 of these important auxiliaries to the 
schools were in operation. Two of these, one from a too late commence- 
ment, and the other from a want of energy among its members, failed to 
accomplish much good. But the rest met semi-monthly, were vigorously con- 
ducted, and had on their rolls all the teachers of the townships, some direc- 
tors and other friends of education. Among the good effects of these insti- 
tutes, were a sameness of teaching, teachers willing to learn, and schools at 
all times in a condition to be examined. It is true, there were, in townships 
without institutes, teachers of liberal views, with schools where cleanliness 
and order and much excellency were observed. But in the way of unity of 
good teaching throughout the township, the contrast between these and those 
townships where institutes were successfully conducted, was unmistakable. 

Progress. — Besides improvement in furniture and in the appearance of the 
school rooms) generally, there was much improvemeat made in the achoois 
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themselves. In many, where neither mental arithmetic, grammar nor geo- 
graphy had been taught, there were large and interesting classes in all these 
branches. Changes, also, in the discipline and address of the scholars were 
observed, and, with two or three exceptions, teachers everywhere manifested 
satisfaction and kindness at the visitation of their schools. 

In remedying defects and supplying deficiencies in and around the school 
rooms, the directors, during the last year, exhibited unusual energy. In 
three-fourths of the districts they offered wages more liberal than heretofore, 
and they strove to secure teachers who were well qualified, and who had the 
reputation of being careful and strict in discipline. But a custom prevailed, 
ia some places, of dividing the labor of visiting schools equally among the 
board, assigning, where there were 6 schools, to each member the exclusive 
care of the school in his immediate neighborhood. By this means, although 
the schools were visited monthly, yet none of the visitors had the advantage 
of contrasting his school with others, and the visitations themselves lacked 
that importance, which, in the minds of the young, the presence of the whole 
board would not fail to produce. 

Public Sentiment, — Notwithstanding there are still individual cases in 
which citizens of influence fail or refuse to give to the school system that 
approval, which a cause so good demands, yet for the last two years, no 
combined demonstration against the system has been made, no unfavorable 
article has appeared in the press, every school has been opened, directors 
have complied with the requirements of the law, and without exception, they 
have cheerfully forwarded their annual reports. 



Cambria County. — James M. Stvank, 

As my commissiBn was not received until February 1 1, 186 1, — less than four 
months ago, — and as the official acts and observations of my predecessor are 
not of record, this report must necessarily be incomplete. 

School Houses. — The number is 137. Three are architectural ornaments to 
their respective localities, viz : Two in Johnstown and one in Ebensburg. — 
The latter and one of the former are two-story brick, divided into four large 
and well lighted school rooms, with wide staircases, ventilators, cellars, &c. 
The other is a new two-story frame, arranged for two schools of seventy-five 
scholars each, with wide staircase, spacious vestibules, ventilators, cellar and 
cupola, erected during the past 3'ear at a cost of $2,500, including lot and 
furniture. The next highest grade comprises two in Millville, one in Yoder^ 
and four in Taylor. These are all new, and are built after the same plan — 
the besty in my opinion, for houses intended to accommodate but one school. 
To the next grade belong the school houses of Conemaugh borough, one in 
Johnstown, one in Allegheny, one in Carrollton, one in Chest Springs, one 
in Clearfied, one in Croyle, one in Jackson, and one in Wilmore. Those at 
Carrollton, Chest Springs and Wilmore are two-story, with but one story 
finished ; those in Allegheny and Clearfield are single story double houses. 

The remainder of the school houses comprises frame and log structures, 
costing, originally, from $50 to $125 each, desks and benches included. About 
twenty of them, it is believed, are unfit for their use, and should be replaced 
by more comfortable structures ; the others are as good as the wants of their 
respective districts require, although generally objectionable in style and un- 
attractive in appearance and surroundings. The first and second grades and 
a majority of the third grade, are well ventilated ; the remainder of the third 
and all of the fourth, so far as my observation has extended, have no meana 
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of Tentilation except by hoistinfr the windows from below. Many schoo 
houses in the county are insufficiently heated. 

Furniture and apparatus, — The two school houses in Johnstown, the one 
in Ebensburg, the two in Millville, the one in Yoder, and the four in Taylor, 
embracing an aggregate of seventeen school roonns, are the only school houses 
in the county that are supplied with furniture that is at onee comfortable and 
tasteful. They are furnished with modern desks and chairs, or short benches. 
The remaining school houses in the county are mainly furnished in the old- 
fashioned way, with long benches and didsks against the walls. 

With regard to school apparatus, it is only necessary to say that a few 
globes and maps, black-board surface in about one-half of the schools, and 
orthographical charts in about one-fourth of them, comprise the entire cata* 
logue. Even many of the black-boards already provided are not habitually 
used by teachers — a crying evil which must be remedied. 

Schools, — The number of schools is 149. The seven Johnstown schools— 
occupying three separate buildings, the four Ebensburg schools — occupying one 
building, and the two schools at Gallitzin, in Allegheny township — occupying 
one building, are the only schools in the county that are properly graded. — 
They are classified, with a uniform series of text-books. Of the remainder, 
ftbout one-half were tolerably well classified and supplied with a uniform 
series of books during the year. The others were indifierently classified, — a 
proper classification being impossible with the multiform series of books per- 
mitted by directors. In some of the latter districts a uniform series of text- 
books has been adopted by the directors, but thus far they have not seen 
proper to enforce so wholesome a regulation. 

Teachers, — No information cap be given under this head, for the reasons 
stated in the first paragraph of this report. The profession is gradually at- 
taining its true position throughout the county. 

Jlornl Instruction, — King James's Version of the Holy Scriptures is in use 
as a text-book in about one-third of the schools of the county. The Catholic 
Catechism is regulary taught in about the same number, in the remaining 
third, moral instruction is not imparted by means of a text-book. It is proper 
to mention that no instance has been reported to me of an attempt having 
been made to compel a Catholic pupil to read the Protestant Bible, or a Pro- 
stant pupil to study the Catholic Catechism. Sufficient attention has not 
been given in a majority of the schools 1 have visited, to oral instruction in 
morals or manners. 

Visitation, — Since my appointment just fifty schools have been visited ; the 
visits averaging only about one hour and a-half in duration, and being con- 
fined mainly to remarks to the pupils and observation of the capacity of 
teachers. In a few 1 was accompanied by directors or friends of education. 
In addition to the schools, 1 have visited once every district in the county — 
Richland excepted. Some have been visited twice. I have thus been enabled, 
at the commencement of my official term, by consultation with directors and 
others, to comprehend, with sume degree of accuracy, the condition and wants 
of cvf.y district in the county. 

l/is(itfUes, — An effort was made in April to establish an institute in the 
north of the county — intended to be followed, in due time, by another in the 
80U\l.c:n districts; — but, owing to the war excitement and the unprofessional 
employment of teachers, the effort was unsuccessful. 

ProL:r€<is in Districts, — Upon this topic 1 cannot speak from personal obser- 
vation, and no district should be praised or censured upon merely hearsay 
evidence. 

Three Months Districts, — The districts of Kichland and Blacklick taught 
bmt three mootlM during the past year. The. directors of Bichiandi governed 
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hy precedent, did not think it necessary to require a longer term to be taught, 
in orcfer to secure to the district its share of the State appropriation. Thej 
were undeceived at too late a day to prevent a painful disappointment. Black- 
lick was too poor to keep her schools open four months and also pay several 
hundred dollars of building debt. She hath done what she could. 

Public Sentiment, — An intimnte acquaintance with the people of Cambria, 
and a familiar intercourse during the past few months with the directors, en« 
able me to speak advisedly upon this topic. The sentiment is almost unani- 
mously favorable to the common school system. Not a district in tne county 
refused to accept ; not a district has ever refused, no matter how kard the times, 
to levy a tax for its support. And yet Cambria is one of the poorest couutiet 
in the State — cold and barren, with but few sources of revenue except the 
lumber cut from its dark forests and the mineral dug from the lofty Alleghe* 
Dies. But this cold and barren county, like all mountainous regions, produces 
a race of men, who know how to fight for their country and to give support 
to those instrumentalities which cultivate the intellect, refine the taste and 
ennoble the whole man. Newspapers and churches flourish among them, and 
every hilltop and every valley boasts its school house, rude and humble though 
ic be. If the common school system has not heretofore flourished in oar 
county as it should, the cause is not to be found in the indifference or illiber- 
al ity of the people, but mainly in the want of competent teachers. To supply 
this want by encouraging worthy teachers and rejecting the unworthy, is ths 
chief duly of the directors now in office and of the writer. 

Plans for next year, — Visitations : — Providence permitting, my pledge is 
hereby placed upon record to visit every school in the county once during tha 
year, and as many twice as time and attention to other duties will permit. /»- 
Mtitutes : — The experience of the past two months has taught me that it is im- 
policy to attempt to establish institutes while teachers are unemployed in their 
profession, or engaged in some other pursuit, in the fall and winter every 
employed teacher will be requested and expected to become a member of a 
district institute. If a county institute is held, it will take place in the spring, 
just after the close of the schools. School Examinations : — At the close of 
the term there should be an examiuation of the pupils in their studies by tfaa 
teacher or some other competent person, to which directors and parents ought 
to be invited. The exercic^es might very appropriately be interspersed with 
essays, declamations and dialogues. Songs by the pupils and remarks by 
the visitors and teacher would also be in order. This plan will be recom- 
mended as a substitute for the old-fashioned '•'• exhibition.'' Certificates : — In 
granting certificates, a higher standard of qualilications in the common school 
branches will be established. Justice to worthy teachers and to the seven 
thousand schoolchildren renders this course imperative. Financial Records: 
With the consent of directors, a uniform system of keeping school accounts 
will be established in every district. A reform in this direction is very much 
needed. 

The War — We feel it. But 1 am happy in being able to assure the Depart- 
ment that Cambria thinks it not too great a task to educate her children and, 
at the same time, send one-tenth of her ^^ frosty sons'' to aid in quelling an 
unholy rebellion. 



Carbon County. — Thomas L, Foster, 



School Houses, — Sufficient in all respects: — In Banks district 3; East Peon 
2} East Mauch Chunk 3 , Franklin 4 i Kidder b ^ Lausanne 3 ; Lower Towa*r 
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mcDsing 7; Maach Chunk borough 3; Mauch Chunk township 7; Mahoning 
6 ; Weatherly 1— total 42. ^ 

Wholly defective and injurious to the health or habits of youth : — In £ast 
Penn 1; Franklin 2; Kidder 1; Mauch Chunk township 2; Mahoning 2; 
Packer 1; Upper Towainensing 2 — total 11. 

New school houses erected during the year : — in East Penn district a frame 
building 34X24*, plastered, painted and well finished. In b'ranklin district 
2 brick buildings of uniform size and style, 30X24, plastered, painted and 
well finished. 

Among the number wholly defective, are included two which cannot be 
made by alteration, &c., sufficient, for the reason, that their principal defect 
18 that of location, if suitable in this respect, they would be entitled to 
enumeration in a higher class. 

One grand defect of our houses, particularly in the rural districts, is, that 
they are too small. In such rooms it is impossible to maintain a uniform 
temperature ; it is impossible so to arrange seats and stoves that some of the 
pupils shall not suffer with cold, while others are sweltering with heat ; it 
is impossible to avoid sudden changes and drafts, so deleterious to health, 
and to keep healthy and uniform currents for ventilation. 

Furniture and apparatus. — School houses supplied with comfortable and 
tasteful furniture and apparatus: — In Banks 5; Franklin 2; Kidder 2; Lau- 
sanne 1 ; Mauch Chunk borough 2; Mauch Chunk township 3; Weatherly 2 
— total 17. 

With insufiicient furniture and apparatus: — East Penn 4 ; Franklin 5 ; Kid- 
der 2; Mauch Chunk township 4; Mahoning 12; Packer 2; Penn Forest 6 ; 
Upper Towamensing 5 — total 40. 

Of those enumerated in the first class, &ve are supplied with the modern 
iron-frame furniture; the others are furnished with desks and seats for two or 
four pupils each, the seats with backs and properly arranged in the school 
room. 

In many of the schools enumerated in the other class, desks arranged 
around and attached to the sides of the room are still retained. At these, 
pupils are seated on benches without support for their backs, and with their 
faces toward the light and away from the teacher. Although directors admit 
the defect, no changes have been made ; on the contrary, 1 regret to state 
that it was followed in at least one school house erected during the last year. 

The foregoing enumeration refers exclusively to furniture. With four or 
five exceptions, our school houses are supplied with whole or part sets of out- 
line maps. 

Schools. — Well graded schools, union and separate : — Banks 2 ; East Mauch 
Chunk 2 ; Franklin 2 ; Lausanne 1 ; Mauch Chunk borough 3 ; Mauch Chunk 
township 3 ; Weatherly 2 — total 15. 

Without classification of pupils or uniformity of text-books: — East Penn 
6; Franklin 6; Lower Towamensing 4; Packer 2; Penn Forest 6; Upper 
ToAvamensing 5 — total 29. 

Visitations. — With the exceptions named below, each school was visited 
once. The average duration of visits was about one and a half hours. In 
•ome schools I remained during the whole of a morninc^ or afternoon session, 
and in each I remained long enough to hear the principal classes, to observe 
the method of teaching and government ; to make such suggestions as were 
required ; and, when requested, as was usual, to address the children. 

By noting particularly any new or improved method of teaching originating 
with the teacher or brought by him from his alma mater^ and suggesting to 
other teachers its introduction into their schools, I was enabled to add seve- 
ral items to the teachers' knowledge of ^^ the art of teaching,'^ which might 
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not have occurred to me, which they might not otherwise hare attained in 
time to be of service to the schools then under their charge, and which, per- 
haps, many of them might never have attained. 

In the '^art of teachinsf," as in every other art and profession, there is and 
should be progress ; and as new methods, the fraits of study and invention 
and tested by practice, can best be illustrated in the schools where they hav^ 
been tried, much is to be learned by visiting the various schools. With this 
view 1 have recommended that the teachers of each district, and where prac- 
ticable, of adjoining districts, be permitted by directors to make an arrange 
ment by which each school may be visited by all of the teachers at stated 
intervals. The suggestion has not been adopted; but 1 have no doubt it would 
prove beneficial, and that the schools would be more than compensated for 
the loss of the few days, during the session, necessary for the purpose. 

The schools not visited were, two in Penn Forest and four in Kidder. Oite 
of those in the first named district and all in the second, were temporariiv 
closed when I was in the neighborhood, and the other had not been opened. 

There are in the county eighty-four school directors, of whom fifteen were 
present at the visits of the Superintendent to the schools. The number would 
have been larger if they had been informed, in advance, of the time of the in- 
tended visit. This, in consequence of derangement of plans by storms, bad 
roads and sickness, could not always be done. 

Inseiiuies, — No county institute was attempted during the past year. Dis- 
trict institutes were organized and maintained in Mahoning and Banks, both 
meeting semi monthly, — the former attended usually by twelve teachers and 
meeting nine times, and the latter by nine teachers and meeting thirteen 
times. This was the first session of the Mahoning institute, and its effects 
were scarcely perceptible in the schools. The institute has been maintained 
in Banks, three sessions, and it is so apparently beneficial to teachers and 
pupils, that it has become an *^ institution" of that district. The perceptible 
effects are, the improvement of teachers in the art of teaching as well as 
in the several branches of education studied, illustrated and discussed at 
their meetings; and a rapid advancement o( the pupils under their charge. 

Progreas in Districts, — Franklin and Kidder may be named as having made 
marked progress in educational matters during the year. The former, in the 
erection of two excellent buildings and in the employment of more competent 
teachers, and the latter, in increasing the school term, establishing new 
schools and encouragement of good teachers by long terms and liberal wages. 
While other districts may not have made marked progress, as compared with 
last year, none have retrograded. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment of the county, in relation to 
the school system, has long been favorable. There are neighborhoods where 
little or no interest is felt in the schools, where buildings and furniture un- 
suitable for school purposes still remain, where directors report that they 
oannot comply with the requisitions of the school law to select and require 
the use of uniform text- books, because parents refuse to procure them, and 
where those who are known to be opposed to increasing the taxes for school 
or other purposes are elected directors; but even in such neighborhoods, the 
sentiment will be found favorable to the common school system, if for no 
other reason, than because it is the most economical mode of giving to their 
children that ** little learning" which they admit is a convenient, if not an 
indispensible acquisition. 

Plans for nexi year, — It is not proposed to make any material change in 
the general plan of operation, except to carry it more efficiently into effect. 
The examinations will be commenced in August, and conducted as heretofore, 
except that more time will be devoted to oral examinations, which I find- 
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;n)ore mtirfactory to dire<!tors, and b^ which, after some elperience and with 
joare, the Superintendent can as well as by the written examination, ascer- 
tain the general proficiency of the candidate in the several branches. 

JE^ch school will be visited at least twice, unless prevented by some un- 
/orseen event ', the first visit in the early part of the session, and the second 
near its close ; and of the time of intended visits, directors, when practicable, 
will be notified in advance. 

The organization and maintenance of district institutes will be recommend- 
ed and aided, believing that with proper effort, they may be made quite as 
useful as the county institute, while they are less cumbersome and more 
economical of time and money. 

, it is reasonable to expect that in the mining and manufacturing districts, 
more than usual difficulty will be experienced during the current year, and 
4hat, as a consequence, expenditures will be curtailed as much a p(>s$;ible. 
The result may be, to postpone the erection of new buildings and the repair 
And alteration of oldi and in some instances to shorten the school term. 



Centre County. — Thomas Holahan, 

- Sckqol Hov>8es» — Good in every respect, 30; Marion has 3; Spring '2; 
Howard 4< ; Liberty 1; Boggs 2; Union 1; Hush I; Patton 2; Harris 4; 
Ferguson 1 ; Haines 2 ; Potter 1 ; Gregg 2 ; Snow-shoe 2, and Walker 2. 

A few of these lack in one essential, or more, such as shade trees, oui-buiid- 
ings, &;c.; but all are comparatively new and built more or less in the im- 
proved style of architecture — large and commodious. Seven have been built 
within this year. Penn, Ferguson, Worth, Gregg and Boggs districts will 
each build a new house this summer. 

Wholly defective, 11 ; 2 in Boggs; 1 in Gregg; 1 in Taylor; 1 in Worth; 
1 in Huston ; 1 in Ferguson, and 2 in Penn districts. 

The borough of Milesburg has the honor of having in process of comple- 
tion the neatest and most substantial school house in this county. It ii) in- 
tended for four graded schools on the union principle, and will cost about 
$3,200 ; material, brick. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The best furnished are generally supplied with 
putline maps, Normal cards. Elocutionary charts, large black- boards, ranuing 
from 60 to 120 sq. ft., neat and well arranged desks; 16 have Row's School 
Register, 2 have globes and tellurions. 

Those houses having insufficient furniture, are 11, and appear to be relics 
of the olden pioneer times. 

Schools, — Graded, 19; of these Beliefonte has (union) i; Milesburg, (union,) 
2; Unionville bor., (union,) 2; Howardville, (union,) 2; Farmers' mills, 
^union,) 1 ; Millheim, (union^) 2; Boalsburg, (partially graded and separate,) 
%; Liberty, (union,) 2; Rush, (union,) 2. 

The Teacher is the main spring of the school. The whole movement of 
its machinery is entirely dependent on his energy. A knowledge of him ia 
all that is necessary to ascertain the character of the school. The time- 
server, and he who engages in this vocation without a fitness or iuclinatioa 
t^ do good, begets within his pupils a corresponding indiflfereuce and dis- 
taste for their studies and all that appertains to schools. It is not to the in- 
capacity of the children that we are to trace a want of progress in some of 
our schools, but to the inert fixtures (in the shape of teachers) we sometimes 
meet with, who pawn their services upon our people. Thank fortune, we 
have now few such in our county; all are ambitious to improve themselves. 
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-They are availing' themselves of every possible itieans of olHHining' a moi^ 
thorough preparation for their arduous work ; and those of them who hold 
the '^professional certificate" have few superiors. 

Visitations, — All the schools in the county were visited once ; 77 twice, 
and 12 thrice. During my first visit I devoted two and a-half hours to each 
•choai ; during my second and third, one and a-half hours. 

There «\re 168 school directors, and the number who accompanied me at 
the visitations, was 54, and about 32 patrons of the schools. Early in Octo* 
ber 1 commenced this duty, and continued without intermission until iMay. 
It was thought by many to be impossible to visit all the schools (166) in 88 
days, (4 months,) the minimum time for which they are generally kept in opera- 
tion ; but owing to the fact that they do not begin at the same time, I went 
far beyond my most sanguine expectations. All were visited once, and about 
the half of them a second time. To secure the company of directors and 
others, and in order to ascertain more fully the wants and conditions of tht 
schools, I frequently traveled after night, so as to arrive at the field of labor 
for the ensuing day. My journey ings, often a-foot, during the year, can be 
safely estimated at 1,600 miles, through calm and storm. 

Institutes. — We had one county institute, which lasted three and a-half 
days, and was attended with marked success, and by about 100 teachers. 

District Institutes^ 7; ranging from 15 to 30 members, ^dsions, semi- 
motilhly, with eight or ten sessions during the term. The effects of thest 
institutes on the teachers and the taught, are salutary. At these the younger 
teachers learn from those who are more experienced, a systematic course of 
instruction and new modes of school government; and these carried into the 
school rooms, exert a good influence all around. The institutes of HarriS| 
•Potter, Ferguson and Union, deserve special notice. 

Profpess in Districts, — The districts which have made the most marked 
progress within the year, are those, already designated, which encouraged 
teachers' institutes and adopted the district superintendency. Each of these 
has a c(irps of live^ energetic, intelligent and competent teachers, well classi- 
Bified and well disciplined schools, and a majority of zealous directors. 

1 know of no district in this county that is retrograding, or altogether at a 
stand-still, except it is in the strict adherence to the minimum term, required 
by law, to have the schools in operation. 

Public Sentiment in relation to education, is decidedly fovorable. Our 
people see the importance of having their children well instructed in the va- 
rious English branches. Nor are they disposed to stop here. Many send to 
the higher institutions of learning, at a very heavy expense, their adult sone 
and daughters, to obtain a finished education. They see not why our publis 
schools may not be so improved as to equal our academies, if proper en* 
couragements were given to equally competent teachers. The idea of erec^ 
ing two or more commodious school edifices in each district, to which all tbd 
advanced pupils from the other schools may be sent, has been suggested M 
many of the boards, and is rapidly gaining favor. The more advanced 
branches being taught in these, the pupils in the other schools would be move 
rapidly advanced. This is also economical, as it would not require the sante 
grade of teachers in the primary schools. Another evidence of the growing 
appreciation of the school system, is the earnest desire, on the part of di- 
rectors, to secure good teachers, with improved style of buildings and school 
furniture. Hut the fact must not be concealed that we have a few who are 
siili opposed to the system. 

Plans for ntxt tfear, — The instructions from the Department will be strictly 

carried out. If the teachers should be ready to co-operate, we propose hold* 

ng fiMur teachem' drills, in as many different parts of the county, soon after 
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the public examinations; to urge upon directors the necessity of their adopt- 
ing the district so peri n tendency, and of making it obligatory on all teachers 
to attend the institutes. 

The SuperifUendency, — It will be borne in mind, that befoi» and at the time 
of my election to this office, the current of public opinion was against it ; 
schools were totally neglected and certificates were said to have been care- 
lessly issued, its advocates at the time, stood mortified and chagrined at 
the state of affairs, and its opponents, now greatly augmented, grew more 
eiamorous; nor can it be denied that the most of their complaints were 
well grounded. But I am happy to be able to inform tbe Department, that 
there is now a reaction and change of sentiment as regards the utility of the 
office. 

Educational Agencies, — We have in this county the Farmers' High School 
and five academies. The former, no doubt, is destined to be our greatest 
educational lumnary, and will not fail to reflect its benign rays upon the 
system of satellites around it, known by the name of Common Schools. The 
latter, though they send forth annually large numbers of young teachers of 
respectable attainments, yet exercise a withering influence in making heavy 
drafts upon our schools during the fall and winter months. 

The local newspapers are enlisted in the promotion of popular education, 
and render us important service in publishing, free of charge, all educational 
ocmtributions. 

Suggested Improvements. — A change in the minimum term required by law. 
Is desirable. Our best teachers are yearly abandoning the profession for some 
lucrative or permanent calling, and young and inexperienced ones are sup- 
plying their places. Thus, the school system, like some large inn, only serves 
as a stopping place, at which refreshments are taken. Teachers cannot be 
prevailed upon to qualify themselves for the duties of the school room, or to 
remain in a vocation, which does not guarantee more than four months em- 
ployment ; nor in counties having many schools, can the Superintendent re- 
•risit all of them in so short a time. The minimum term should be from six 
to eight months for these reasons, independently of the vast benefit that 
would accrue to the youth of the State. 



Chester County. — W. W. Woodruff. 

• 

School Houses, sufficient: — Birmingham 2; East Bradford 2; East Brandy- 
wine 1 ; West Brandy wine 1 ; East Cain 1 ; West Cain 3; North Coventry 
5 5 South Coventry 2; East Coventry 6 ; East Marlboro' and Kennett, Ind. 1 ; 
Easttown 2 ; Elk 2 ; East Fallowfield 4 ; West Fallowfield 2 ; Franklin 3 ; East 
Goshen 2; Highland 5 ; Hopewell borough 1 ; Kennett 4; London Britain 2; 
Londonderry 1 ; Londongrove 4 ; East Marlborough 4. ; West Marlborough 2 ; 
East Nantmeal 3 ; New London 4 ; East Nottingham 4 ; West Nottingham 3 ; 
Oxford borough 1; Lower Oxford 1 ; Upper Oxford 1; Penn 2; Fennsbury 
i ; Phcrnixville 2 ; East Fikeland 2 ; West Pikeland 1 ; Pocopson I ; Sadsbury 
S ; Schuylkill 2 ; Thornbury 1 ; Tredyffrin 2 ; Uwchlan 2 ; Upper Uwchlan 3 ; 
Valley 2 ; East Vincent 4 ; West Vincent 1 ; Wallace 1 ; Warwick 3 ; West 
Chester 1; Westtown 1; East Whiteland 3; Willistown 1—119. 

Unfit: — East Bradford 1; West Bradford 2; East Brandy wine 1; East 
Cain 1 ; West Cain 2; Charlestown 1 ; Downingtown 1 ; Elk 1 ; East Fallow- 
field 2 ; West Fallowfield 2 ; Honeybrook 3 ; Kennett 1 ; London Britain 1 ; 
Londongrove 1 ; East Marlborough 1 ; West Marlborough 2 ; East Nantmeal 
1 ; Lower Oxford 3 ; Upper Oxford 1 ; Pocopson 1 ; Sadsbury 2 1 Schuylkill 
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2 ; TredyffVin 2 ; Uwchlan 1 ; Valley 1 ; East Vincent 3 ; West Vincent 2; 
Wallace 2; Warwick 2; East Whiteland 1^ West Whiteland 1 ; Willis- 
town 1 — 49. 

Oar school houses are improving. There were completed and first occupied 
during the past year 13 new houses, and, notwithstanding the financial em- 
barrassments of the country, 9 are to be built the present year. The snruill 
houses with low ceilings, no entries, no yentilation, with uncomfortable seats 
and desks, and almost or quite destitute of black-board, are rapidly disappear^ 
ing. 

Furniture and Jtpparatus^ sufficient: — Birmingham 2; East Bradford 2; 
East Brandy wine 2 ; West Brandy wine 2 \ East Cain 1 ; West Cain 3 ; North 
Coventry 5 \ South Coventry 2; East Coventry 1 ; East Marlboro' and Ken* 
neit, Ind. 1^ Easttown 2; Elk 2 ; East Fallowfield 3; West Fallowfield 3; 
Franklin 2; East Goshen 3; Kennett 3; Kennett Square 2; London Britain 
1 ; Londongrove 3; East Marlborough 3; West Marlborough 2; East Nant- 
meal 1 ; New London 4 ,* East Nottingham 3 \ West Nottingham 3 ; Oxford 
borough 1 5 Lower Oxford 1 j Upper Oxford 1 ; Penn 2 ; Pennsbury 2 ; Phcd- 
nixville 8; East Pikeland 1 ; Sadsbury 3; Schuylkill 2; Thornbury 1 ; Tr»> 
dyffrin 4; Uwchlan 2; Upper Uwchlan 3; V^alley 2; East Vincent 5; Wal- 
lace 1; Warwick 2; West Chester 8 ; East Whiteland 3; West Whiteland 
1; Willistown 1 — 115. 

Unfit:— East Bradford 2; West Bradford 2; East Cain 1 ; Charlestown 1 ; 
North Coventry 1 ; East Coventry 1 ; Downingtown 1 ; Elk 1 ; East Fallow- 
field 2 ; Honeybrook 1 ; Kennett 1 ; London Britain 1 \ Londonderry 2 ; Lon- 
dongrove 1 ; East Marlborough 1 ; West Marlborough 2 ; Penn 1 ; Pocopson 
1; Valley 1; West Vincent 1; Wallace 2; Warwick 2; West Whiteland 
1—30. 

There is great improvement from year to year in the furniture of our school 
houses; but we have still a few with high seats without backs, and with no 
desks on which the pupils can write with ease or profit. In all the school 
houses but two or three, there was found a black-board of some kind. The 
smallest was about 15 inches square, while the average surface is about 30 
sq. feet. The number of schools furnished with maps is 91 ; generally Pel- 
ton^s Outline. About one-third have iron hooks on which the pupils hang 
their caps, bonnets, etc. ; about one-third have a few nails or shelves, or both \ 
while the other third are entirely destitute of any conveniences of the kind. 
There is but little apparatus in our schools besides the black-board, and what 
there is generally belongs to the teacher. Not more than 30 schools havt 
e^en a globe. A few teachers have exhibitions, as they are called, at the 
dose of the term, and the proceeds are used to purchase libraries for the use 
id the scholars. 

Schools. — Graded : — East Bradford 1 ; West Bradford 1 ; East Coventry 1 ; 
Downingtown 1 ; Elk 1 ', Kennett 1 ; Kennett Square I ; East Marlborough 
1 J Phoenixville 8 ; West Chester 15 ; West Whiteland 1—32. 

Without classification or uniformity of books: — East Brandywine I ; Lon* 
don Britain 1 ; East Marlborough 1 ; West Marlborough 2 ; West Nantmeal 
2; Upper Oxford 1 j Penn 1 ; Pocopson 2; Warwick 4 — 15. 

Some schools designated as classed are not fully so, while all are classed to 
Bome extent. In nearly or quite all the districts the directors have partially 
or wholly adopted a uniform series of books. But sometimes, through the 
influence of teachers or parents, or both, books not in the series are intro- 
duced. This practice ought to be broken up. Directors should not change 
books for trivial reasons, and should insist that the books adopted and ne 
oChe? shall be used in the school. It is the duty of teachers and parents to 
comply. The evile resulting from a diversity of books are so numerous, so 
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great and so manifest, that it is surprising the difficulty is not remedied at 
once. 

Teachers. — I held a special examination at the close of the school year, for 
such as desired professional certificates. 18 were examined; the greater por- 
tion exhibiting satisfactory scholarship. A thesis on some of the practical 
duties of the teacher was required of each candidate; and no full certificate 
will be granted until the thesis is received and the teacher has been visited 
in the school room and approved. Only two professional certificates have 
yet been granted during the year. 

Moral I instruct ion, — According to the best knowledge and beh'ef of tbe 
teachers, there are 171 schools in which there is no profanity ; in 145 it exists, 
though in all except about 10 only to a slight extent. 

Visitation. — In the course of the year I have made 356 visits to the schools 
of the county, of an average length of about an hour and a half. One school 
closed before the teacher's time expired, and for that reason was not visited. 
Another school reported, was not in session until thi:^ summer, and a third 
one is in a district just organized. These three — really but one — were, for 
the above reasons, not visited. There are 381 directors in the county; til 
only were present when 1 visited the schools, as 1 did not generally inform 
them when 1 would visit the schools in their respective districts. 

Diitrict Institutes. — These are increasing and the effect is good. Theie 
are fourteen such institutes in the county, and the aggregate membership is 
103. Others may have been organized of whose existence 1 have not been 
informed. They generally meet once in two weeks. 

District Secretaries. — There are in the county 8 secretaries, who net as 
district superintendents. If all the secretaries would act efficiently in this 
capacity, the material wants of the schools would be better understood and 
supplied ; the teachers would be rendered more observant of the deportment 
and progress of their pupils, and all would be incited to greater care and 
dilic^oice. 

Progress in Districts. — It is thought that the interest in the public schools 
is increasing in all the districts, and that none are retrograding. My ao- 
quaintance with all the districts is not of sufficiently long standing to warrant 
me in speaking very decidedly in regard to this point. 

Public Sentiment. — The public sentiment of the county is decidedly in 
favor of the system. There is little or no opposition. Yet the best schools 
are not always found in the most wealthy districts. Frequently it is quite the 
reverse. 

Plans for next year. — The experience of the past year has removed all my 
doubts as to the utility of visiting every school, even in a large county like 
this, where the visits must necessarily be short. 1 propose, therefore, to 
visit all the schools again, if time will permit, and hold as many local drills 
as possible. 

Permit me to suggest that parents and directors might do much to improve 
the public schools by frequently visiting them, and thus stimulate and en- 
courage both teachers and pupils. 



Qlibion County. — J, G, M^Gonngle. 

Houses. — There are no school houses i« the county that are " sufficient in 
every respect." But dividing them into three classes, we find in the first 
class, good, ^1^; in Ashland 1; Clarion 1; Elk 1; Limestone 3; Madison 1; 
Monroe 1; Oak Hall 1} Perry 6; Kichknd 1; Toby I ^ Washington U. 
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[nsufRcient, 45 1 Ashland 1 ; Beaver 2 ; Curllsville 1 ; Elk 3 ; Farmington 
5; Highland 2; Knox 2; Licking 3; Limestone 3; Madison 4>; Mill Creek 
2,' xMonroe 2; Perry 2; Piney 2^ Porter 2^ Kedbank 3; Kichland 1 ; Salem 

1 i Toby 2 ; Washington 2. 

Furniture^ sufficient ; none. 

Wholly defective, 82 : — In Ashland 3 ; Beaver 5 j Callensburg 1 5 Clarion 
bor. 1; Clarion 2; CurlJsville 1; Elk 5; Farmington 7; Franklin 1; High- 
land 2; Knox 2; Licking 7; Limestone 4; Madison 4; x\lill Creek 2; Mon- 
roe 3 j Paint 2 ; Perry 3 \ Piney 4 5 Porter 4 ; Redbank 5 j Richland 3 \ Salem 

2 J Toby 7; Washington 2. 

Sckoola, graded : — In Clarion 3 ; Callensburg 2 ; Rimersburg 2, and Strat- 
tanville 2. None of these are union schools at present. 

In all the remaining schools of the county, there has been an e^ort made 
at classification, with success, varying according to the uniformity, or want 
of uniformity of text-books, and the skill and judgment of the teachers. In 
ail the districts a series of books has been adopted, at some time, by the boards, 
though the subject is not annually considered, as it should be. in some dis- 
tricts no great effort seems to have been made to secure the introduction of 
the series adopted, and in others, much difficulty is experienced in enforcing , 
the regulations. But after all, a majority of our districts have succeeded in 
establishing a uniformity of text-books, and all will accomplish it in due time. 

Moral instruction. — No. of schools in which the Bible is regularly read 41 ; 
morals taught from the book 0; oral instruction usefully given G ; no moral 
instruction imparted 95. This last class of schools is fearfully large. 
The result of the investigation of this subject astonished me, and may well 
astonish those who have the schools under their immediate charge. 

Visitation. — Schools visited during the year .142; twice 24; not visited 18. • 
Of these last, some had temporarily suspended when I was in the district, 
some had not commenced, and the terms of others had closed. 

Directors in the county 180; accompanied me at visitation of one or more 
schools 44. Fewer accompanied me during the year, than any preceding . 
one. This arose from the fact, that no arrangement had been made with 
them as to the time of my visitations; and the time necessary to call upon 
them could not be spared from the regular work. 

Institutes, — One county institute, of a week, was held in Clarion, in Octo- 
ber. About forty teachers were present ; Deputy Superintendent Bates, and 
Ex-Superintendent Hickok, were with us during most of the week, and ren- 
dered efficient aid. 

District associations were organized in nine districts, some of which were 
carried on with spirit and effect till the close of the term. Others subsided 
after a few meetings. Where directors took an active and judicious course 
in this matter, it was almost sure to prosper. 

Progress in Districts, — The four districts that last year reported no j>chools, 
this year report as usual, except the borough of CurlUvilJe. A few districts 
have increased the number of months taught, without much improvement in 
the character of the schools. Teachers' wages will range about with last year. 

Public sentiment of the county in the system, continues divided, but is, I 
think, improving. When the system haa, for a series of years, been well ad- 
ministered, but little opposition is manifest. A majority of those who take 
ground against it, plead its want of success in their own locality. As direc- 
tors and people shall become thoroughly acquainted with the object and spirit 
of the system, and administer it accordingly, the opposition will decrease. 

Plans for the year, — The rejection of a much larger number of poorly quali- 
fied applicants seems to be demanded. Schools taught by persons who do 
not hold valid certifieatesi will noi be visited nor recognized in any way^ If 
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found practicable, teachers and directors will be preyioasly notified of the 
time of visitation ; with a view of meeting a much larger number of the direc- 
tors and people in the schools than formerly. 

Suggestions. — The changing of a few points in the law, Would, it seems to 
me, very much improve the working of the system : — 

The law requires the organization of the boards within twenty days after 
the election. It frequently happens that a majority of a board retiring, give 
place to new men, from among whom officers are elected. Thus the closing 
up of the year'^ business and the preparation of the annual report, devolve 
upon men who have had no personal knowledge of the transactions of the 
year. Would it not be better to change the time of organization to the first 
Monday of June, and require the board of each year to settle up and report 
its own proceedings! 

Again: If the minimum number of school months is not to be increased, 
and I would not recommend an increase under the present circumstances, the 
law ought to make the four months a continuous term. In some of our dis* 
tricts the schools have been much enfeebled by a division of the four months 
of schools into two separate terms, at long intervals and under different 
teachers. 



Clearfield County. — Jesse BroomalL 

School Houses — Sufficient: — Bloom 1; Bradford I; Burnside 1; Chest 1; 
Decatur 1 ; Girard 1 ; Goshen 1 j Huston 2 ; Knox 1 ; La^wrence 3 ; Lumber 
City 1 ; Morris 1 ; New Washington 1 ; Penn 1 — 17. 

Unfit : — Beccaria 6 ; Bell 4; Boggs 1 ; Bradford 1 ; Brady 4; Burnside 1 ; 
Chest 2 ; Covington 4 ; Decatur 4 ; Ferguson 2 ; Fox 1 ; Girard 1 ; Goshen 
1 ; Graham 1 j Guelich 3 ; Huston 1 ; Jordan 1 ; Karthaus i ; Knox I ; Law- 
rence 3 ; Penn 2; Pike 5 ; Union 1 ; Woodward 2 — 53. 

Thirteen new school houses were built during the past year; this is an im» 
provement in the right direction, and confers great credit upon the directors 
who had them under care ; indeed old houses are being replaced by new ones 
on improved plans, and in more desirable locations, as fast as the means of 
the districts will admit. A number of new houses are now under contract, 
some of which are taken at so low a figure, that inferiority in one way or 
another must be expected ; this is improper, inasmuch as it is waste of funds. 
Many of our old houses are situated in the most uninviting places imaginable, 
and not one in the county, new or old, is enclosed by even the rudest kind 
of fence ; and shade trees, flowers and shrubbery, (except such as nature 
planted,) and other things that would render a school room attractive, are 
sadly neglected. 

Furniture and Jipparatus, — One new house in Burnside, one in Chest, one 
in Decatur, one in Girard, one in Goshen, one in Knox, one in Lawrence and 
one in Penn, deserve particular notice for their neatness and good arrange- 
ment. They are built of plank, weather-boarded and painted on the out-side ; 
are well seated and have an abundance of black-board surface, one end being 
without windows for that purpose. They, however, as well as all other 
houses, are destitute of nearly every other essential article for conducting 
well regulated schools ; such as globes, maps, charts, blocks and such like 
things. Our school buildings are also entirely destitute of out-houses and 
other conveniencies needful for comfort. 

In the seventeen first class houses the teachers' desks are properly located, 
the tables and seats for pupils tastefully arranged. Sixty-two have scarcely 
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roediam furniture and very little apparatus of any kind. And fifty-three are 
destitute of nearly all furniture and apparatus desirable in a school room.-— 
Three houses were burned within the year. 

Schools — Graded: — Clear6eld and Curwensville are the only districts that 
make any pretension to graded schools ; they have three each. The number 
of ungraded schools with proper classification and uniformity of books in all 
the branches, is sixty-seven. One-half the districts at least fail to classify 
in all the schools in all the branches^ for want of books in some branch or 
other. 1 have advised directors to insist upon a better supply of books in 
tome schools. 

Teachers, — The probable scarcity of teachers on account of the war, inducer 
me to believe, that I shall not be able to raise the standard of qualifications 
the present year above the last. One hundred and forty-eight teachers ej»- 
amined within the year — one applicant only rejected. 

In some districts the attendance of teachers and people was quite respecV 
able, in quantity and quality. In ten districts I failed to meet either teachers 
or directors. In consequence of this failure, I gave private audience to more 
than fifty teachers ; this was attended with great loss of time in visitation. 
No certificate annulled. 

Moral Instruction is given in three-fourths of our schools, either by Scrip- 
ture readings, text-book, orally, or by precept. I must, however, in truth but 
with pain say, that in many schools no such instruction is given in any way 
whatever, as far as I could see or learn. 

Visitation, — All the schools in every district were visited once, except 
eleven ; twenty-eight twice, and nine a third time. The average length of 
visits one and a-half hours. Mot more than two directors at any time accom- 
panied me at visitations; much more frequently, none. 

Institutes, — No county institutes this year — political excitement in the fall, 
and war excitement in the springr seemed to forbid or excuse them. In the 
districts of Beccaria, Burnside, Guelich and Mjrris, institutes were regularly 
held one evening every other week ; in two of which the good efifects on the 
districts were very evident. In Pike, the directors had a clause in their ar- 
ticles, providing that the teachers should establish and attend an institute one 
day in every alternate week during the term ; but for some cause or other it 
never was carried into operation. I should be glad to see this feature of the 
system carried into effect in every district, at the commencement of the next 
term. 

Progress in Districts, — Good progress is manifest in some schools in every 
district. In others no perceptible improvement worth naming ; though I am 
well satisfied no retrograde movement can be laid to our charge. Almost 
everything depends upon an efficient directory which is the back-bone of the 
system, and regular attendance of pupils, if the people could only see it; 
irregularity in attendance is the greatest drawback we have to contend with. 

Public Sentiment is mostly favorable to the school system ; it is taken to 
be a fixed fact, though occassionally i heard it decried. I have been more or 
less connected with the schools of this county for the past eight years ; and 
although the advancement has not been as manifest as I could desire, yet there 
has been an improvement in public sentiment favorable to education, and 
prospects brightened within that period which cannot well be over estimated. 

Suggestions, — A few boards of directors, not having the fear of the County 
Superintendent before their eyes, continue to employ teachers without certifi- 
cates. This course is very reprehensible and cannot longer be tolerated. — 
There is no justice in subjecting one class of teachers to the ordeal of nn 
examination, and letting another class, not more meritorious, escape. I have 
refused to recognize or visit such illegal schools. Teachers next year may 
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desire the same privilege and claim this as a precedent^ and there would be 
no end to the difficulty. 

It would be well if directors and parents could visit the schools more fre- 
quently ; none of them visit very often, and some not at all ; true, there are 
a few worthy exceptions. 

A goodly number of teachers are laboring with commendable zeal to make 
improvement in other departments of learning, so that they may be able the 
better to give instruction in those named in the law ; for it is a fact, that 
teachers cannot know too much to impart instruction, even in the most ele- 
mentary branch. Th.ey are also shaping their course towards obtaining the 
county certificate. If other teachers could be induced to imitate this example 
successfully, they would be more fortunate in procuring employment, and 
would likely obtain better compensation for their services, than at present. 



Clinton County. — Jesse U. Berry. 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Allison 1 ; Bald Eagle 4; Beech Creek 4; Chap- 
man 6 ; Colebrook 1 ; Dunstable I ; Grove 2 ; Grugan 2 ; Lumber 1 ; Leidy 
2; Lock Haven 2; Lamar 6; Porter 4 ; Wayne 3 — 39. 

Unfit: — Bald £agle 1 ; Dunstable 1 ; Gallagher 1 j Lumber 1 ; Pine Creek 
1—5. 

School Furniture, — Sufficient : — Allison 2 ; Bald Eagle 4 ; Beech Creek 4 ; 
Chapman 6; Colebrook 1; Dunstable 1; Grugan 2; Lumber 1 ; Leidy 2; 
Lock Haven 2 ; Lamar 6 ; Porter 4 ; Wayne 3 — 38. 

Unfit: — Dunstable 1; Gallagher 1; Grove 1; Lumber 1 — 4. 

Schools. — Graded: — Beech Creek 1 ; Colebrook 1; Greene 1 j Lock Haven 2; 
Lamar 1 — 6. 

Unclassified. — Crawford 1 ; Dunstable 1 ; Gallagher 2 ; Greene 1 ; Keat- 
ing 1 — 6. 

Miscellany.^— Bui 10 school houses are enclosed with suitable fencing; 73 
have shade trees immediately around, or in close proximity, while 8 are des- 
titute of any shade whatever. But 17 school houses have privies attached, 
and but 9 have coal or wood houses. The basements of 5 houses are used 
as places lo deposit wood and coal. 60 houses are ventilated by, openings in . 
the ceilings or the lowering of the windows ; 31 have no proper means for 
ventilation. 13 houses are 15 feet from floor to ceiling; 4 are 14 feet; 20 
are 12 feet ; 4 are 11 feet ; 14 are 10 feet ; 10 are 9 feet ; 14 are 8 feet and 
12 arc 7 feet. 

Teachers, — 68 of the teachers have an academical education ; .15 a com- 
mon school, 1 a ISormal school and 3 a collegiate education. 18 taught 1 
year and under ; 28 taught 2 years ; 17 taught 3 years ; 8 taught 4 years ; 
for 5 years 13; for 6 years 11; for 7 years 6; over 12 years 4; over 20 
years 2. Those who read educational works, number 97 ; those who have 
not, 10. Those who expect to teach permanenfly, 69 ; those who do not, 38. 

Examinations. — Whole number of teachers examined publicly, durin gr the 
year, was 68; privately, 11; endorsed certificates, 5; rejected on account of 
incompetency, 9; refused to renew certificates on account of immorality, 3. 

Mnral Instruction. — In 71 schools the Bible was read daily. In 12 schools 
it was read occasionally, and in 21 it was not read at all. I regret exceed- 
ingly, that in 21 schools of this county the word of God was not read to the 
children. Profane and improper language of any kind, was not permitted • 
in and around any of the schools, so far, at least,, at my obseiTation ex- 
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tended ; and principles of honesty and inte^ity were impressed upon the 
pupils by the teachers generally. 

Visitation of ScAools, — All the schools of the county, five excepted, weB8 
visited once, one half of them twice, some three times, and a few four time?. 
The five schools not visited were in remote parts of the county. A sudden 
rise of water, sweeping away bridges and rendering the roads impassable, pre- 
vented me from visiting two. The remaining three were not in session when 
I was in their respective localities. 

With the aid of the teacher, each school visited was (if not already) clas- 
sified to the best advantage under the circumstances — new classes being 
fdrmed in geography, grammar, mental arithmetic, &c. The black-board 
was used more or less, during each visit, in simplifying and impressing on 
the mind the several branches taught in school. These visits were concluded 
with short addresses from myself, and frequently from directors and citizens 
who accompanied me. 

Directors. — The whole number of directors in the county was 132. Of 
these 53 visited schools with me. 

Institutes. — One session of the county institute was held at Logansville, 
last winter. Superintendent Castles, of Lycoming; Prof. E. B. Parker, of 
Jersey Shore, Pa., and Prof. May, of Philadelphia, took an active part in the 
proceedings. It was one of the most profitable and interesting institutes 
ever held in the county, continued in session four days, and was largely 
attended. 

Joint institutes between Clinton and Lycoming counties, were held at Col- 
lomsville, Jersey Shore, and Chatham's Run. AH these were largely attended 
by teachers and citizens. The Chapman, Leidy, Sugar Valley and Beach 
Creek institutes, held one session each, except Beach Creek, which convened 
three times. Jill the teachers in the county are members of ont or more of 
Phtse institutes. 

Progress in Districts, — As individual schools in every district in the 
county, have done nobly, the task becomes delicate and difficult to particu- 
larize districts, so as to approve of some and condemn others. Suffice it to 
say, that where official duty was well performed, the schools — all of them — 
flourished ; and on the contrary, the echools languished where they received 
directorial neglect. 

Colored Children. — A school for colored children was in session four 
months, in Lock Haven, during the past winter. In three schools colored 
children were admitted with the whites — an arrangement that was not at- 
tended with the best results. 

The press and the pulpit have aided the cause much, and a continuance of 
that kind of aid is earnestly solicited. 

Public Sentiment. — The political and martial excitement, which has shaken 
the country, has so occupied the attention of our citizens as to exclude al- 
most everything eUe. The enemies of the system (they are but few) have 
been remarkably silent. I am safe in saying that a large majority of the citi- 
zens oi this county give a hearty support to our common school system. 

Plans for next year. — A Normal school for the training of teachers, will — 
all things concurring — be opened in Salona, in September next. It will be 
under the supervision of Mr. Bit tie, of Chester county. This school is in- 
tended to supply a want long felt in tliis county. The plans adopted last 
year worked well, and will be but slightly deviated from. 
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Columbia County. — Lewis Apphman, 

School Houses, — Safficient in all respects : — Beaver 1 ; Berwick bor. 1 ; 
Bloom 5 ; Brier Creek 3; Catawissa 3; Centre 4; Conyngham 3; Fishing 
Creek 6 ; Franklin 4* ; Greenwood 4 ; Hemlock 3 ; Jackson 2 ; Locust 1 ; 
Madison 1; Main 2; Mifflin 4 ; Montour 3; Mount Pleasant 2 3 Orange 2; 
Pine 1 ; Roaring Creek 1 ; Scott 4; Sugar Loaf 1 — in all 6L 

Wholly defective and injurious to the health or habits of youth: — Beaver 
2 ; Bloom 2 ; Brier Creek 1 ; Centre 4 ; Hemlock 2 ; Jackson 1 1 Locust 6 ; 
Madison 7 ; Main 1 ; Mount Pleasant 3 ; Orange 1 ; Pine 2 ; Roaring Creek 
1 1 Scott 1 5 Sugar Loaf 1 — total 35. Number in the county, 145. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — School houses supplied with comfortable and 
tasteful furniture and adequate apparatus: — Beaver 1 ; Berwick bor. 1 ; Bloom 
3 ; Brier Creek 2 ; Centre 2 ; Fishing Creek 3 j Hemlock 2 ; Orange 1 ; Scott 
1— in all 16. 

Insufficient furniture and destitute of apparatus: — Bloom 2; Jackson 1; 
Orange 1 ; Sugar Loaf 2 — in all 6. 

Schools, — Whole number of well graded schools, 18: — In Bloom 5; Cata- 
wissa 2; Centre 2; Mifflin 2j Orange 2, and Scott 5. 

Without classification of pupils or uniformity of text-books, 56 : — In Ben- 
ton 2 ; Brier Creek 3 ; Centre 4 ; Greenwood 2 j Jackson 1 ; Locust 12 ; Madi- 
son 7 ; Main 4 ; Montour 3 ; Mount Pleasant 4 ; Orange 3 -, Pine 5 ; Roaring 
Creek 3, and Sugar Loaf 3. 

Teachers. — The lowest figure in each branch on which a provisional certi- 
ficate was granted during the year, was 3, except in a few instances, when 
the necessities of the case seemed to justify a slight departure from this rule^ 
and the figure 4 was given in one branch on some eight certificates. But 1 
have learned from experience that it is not well to depart from the rule laid 
down; and, therefore, I intend to adhere strictly to the foregoing rule during 
the coming year. 

Visitation, — Visited all the schools once, except 6, which were as follows : 
1 in Benton, — teacher had been discharged a few days before I arrived ; 2 in 
Sugar Loaf, — had just closed a two months' term before reaching them ; 1 in 
Mount Pleasant, — school temporarily closed ; 1 in Brier Creek, — temporarily 
suspended ; 1 in Madison, — school closed before I reached it. Seven were 
visited twice. 

I commonly visited two schools per day, and spent a half day in each 
school ; but sometimes, owing to the great distance that the schools were apart 
and the badness of the roads, so much time was consumed in traveling that 
I was obliged to make the visits a little shorter. 

Whole number of directors in the county 144; number who accompanied 
me at visitations 43. 

Institutes. — One county institute was held at Orangeville, one week, 101 
teachers present. A deep interest was manifested in the exercises by the coni- 
munity, as shown by a full and regular attendance. We had the assistance 
of Prof. Wickersham, of the State Normal School, Prof. Walker, of New 
Columbus, Prof. Burgess, of Millville, and Prof. Shunk, of Orangeville; and a 
synopsis of the proceedings was published in pamphlet form for distribution*. 
Oar teachers' association held two meetings during the year. 

Two district institutes were organized, but owing to the indisposition of 
some of the teachers to engage in and sustain them, they did not seem to 
accomplish much. 

progress in Districts, — Without entering into a detailed account of tUf 
fD^ogress ia each district, it is bat just to say that Beaver, Bloom, Berwi^ 
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bor. and Pishing Creek have made marked progress during the year. Some 
other districts have done tolerably well i while Roaring Creek, Locust, Sugar 
Loaf and Pine have made little if any perceptible progress. In these districts 
the salaries of teachers are too low. 

Public Sentiment. — While it is true that there has been and still is a spirit 
of opposition to the school system manifested in portions of the county, it ii 
csqually true that the exhibitions of that spirit are becoming less violent every- 
where than heretofore, and in many places it has almost entirely subsided 
snd given place to an earnest desire that the system should be fully sustained. 
Our county institutes have done much towards rendering the system popular. 



Crawford County. — S, R. Thompson, 

School Houses — Sufficient : — Athens 4 ; Beaver 9 ; Bloomfield 4 ; Cam- 
bridge 5 ; Conneautville 2 ; Cussewago 12 ; Cochranton 1 ; Evansburg 1 1 
Fairfield 7; Fallowfield E. 4; Fallow6eld W. 3; Greenwood 7; Hartstowu 
1 ; Hayfield 10 j Mead 5 5 Meadville N. W. 1 ; Meadville S. W. 2; Oil Creek 
2; Randolph 4; Richmond 3 ; Rockdale 8 ; Rome 1 ; Sadsbury 5; Saeger- 
town 1 ; South Shenango 6 ; North Shenango4; Sparta 3; Spring 10$ Steu- 
ben 3 5 Summerhill 4 ; Summit 4 5 Titusville 1 5 Troy 4 5 Venango 5 ; Venan- 
go bor. 1 5 Vernon 4j Vernon Ind. 1 j Wayne 4j Woodcock 7 — 163. 

Unfit : — Athens 2 ; Beaver 1 ; Bloomfield 4 ; Cambridge 1 ; Edson 1 j Fair- 
fidd 2 ; Fallowfield E. 2 1 Fallowfield W. 1 ; Hayfield 1 ] Mead 3 ; Oil Cresk 
6 ; Pine 2 ; Randolph 2 ; Richmond 3 ; Rockdale 2 ; Rome 5 ', Sadsbury 2; 
South Shenango 3 ; North Shenango 1 ; Sparta 1 ; Spartansburg 1 j Spring 
1 ; Summerhill 2 ; Summit 1 5 Troy 2 j Turnersville 1 j Riceville 1 ; Vernon 
8 J Wayne 3 5 Woodcock 1 ; Woodcock bor. 1 — 62. 

During the school year just closed, thirty-four new school houses were built 
in this county, at an aggregate cost of nine thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-one dollars. They are all frame, generally well arranged and substantially 
constructed. The building most complete in all respects, built during thja 
year, is in the Lyons sub-district in Richmond. Conneaut, Cussewago, Rock- 
dale, Summit, Fallowfield, Venango and Woodcock districts built a number 
of fbrst class houses. The directors of Steuben are about erecting a fine two- 
story building at Townville, designed for a graded school. 

School Furniture^ Sec — Sufficient : — Athens 4 ; Beaver 8 ; Bloomfield 4 ; 
Cambridge 4 ; Conneautville 1 ; Cussewago 11 ; Cochranton 1 ; Evanshurg 1 ; 
Fairfield 4; Fallowfield E. 4; Fallowfield W. 3; Greenwood 4 ; Hartstowu 
1 ; Hayfield 8 ; Mead 4 j Meadville N. W. 1 j Meadville S. W. 2; Oil Creek 
t ; Randolph 1 ; Richmond 2 ; Rockdale 8 ; Sadsbury 5 ; Saegertown 1 ; South 
Shenango 6 ; North Shenango 4 ; Sparta 3 ; Spring 9 ; Summerhill 4 : Suin- 
mit 3 5 Titusville 1 5 Troy 4 ; Venango 3; Venango bor. 1 5 Vernoa 4| Yexnon 
Ind. 1; Wayne 2; Woodcock 4— 133. 

Unfit : — Athens 1 ; Beaver 3 5 Bloomfield 4 ; Cambridge 2 ; Edson Ij Fair- 
fidd 7 ; Fallowfield E. 3 ; Fallowfield W. 1 ; Greenwood 3 ; Hayfield 3 ; Mead 
8 ; Oil Creek 4 ; Pine 2 5 Randolph 3 5 Richmond 3 ; Rockdale 3 ; Rome 5 ; 
Sadsbury 2; South Shenango 3; North Shenango 2 j^parta 1; Spartansburg 
1; Spring 3 5 Summerhill 1 5 Summit 3; Troy 1; Krnersville Ij RicevilU 
1 ; Vernon 4 5 Wayne 4 5 Woodcock 2 ; Woodcock bor. 1 — 81. 

The black-board is the only piece of apparatus found in all our schoolsj*^ 
TSq school room should have less than fifty square feet; most of oura hart 
^tf. In thirty-one districts the schools ar» foxnisbed wi^b MitobeU'f Urjpi 
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map of the United States and Mexico. A few have outline maps, globes, 
charts and other articles. 

Schools, — There are in this county 29 graded schools and 310 ungraded. — 
Of the graded schools, Cussewago has 2; Pine 2; Cochranton 2; Conneau^ 
▼ille 3 J Meadville 8 ; Summit 2, and Titusville 3. 

With few exceptions the ungraded schools are well classified, and we bop« 
soon to have an entire uniformity of text* books in each district. 

Teachers, — About 32 teachers holding the county certificate taught in the 
county last winter : 27 gave good satisfaction and 5 medium. Of teachers 
holding the provisional certificate 508 were engaged to teach ; 389 gave good 
satisfaction, 103 medium and 16 were dismissed. Where failure occurred, 
the most common cause was a lack of administrative ability rather than de- 
ficiency in scholarship. To the credit of our teachers it may be said that 
there are few drones among them. They are anxious to inform themselves 
on the best methods of teaching, to teach good schools and to improve in 
teaching ; and ignorance of the best methods prevents their success moch 
oftener than indolence or carelessness. 

The new arrangement requiring teachers to be examined in the '' Theory of 
Teaching," will undoubtedly have a good effect towards increasing the study 
of this now too much neglected but most important part of the teacher's rs- 
qaireroepts. 

VisUcUion. — 1 visited during the year 314- schools once and a few twice. 
Having now become acquainted with the roads and the location of the school 
houses throughout the county, 1 can visit schools with much less traveling 
than last year, and hope to be able to visit every school in the county ths 
present year. 

Institutes, — Three sessions of the county institute, each lasting one week, 
were held with an average attendance of 150 teachers. The first session was 
held at Klecknerville, in October ; the second at Cochranton, in March ; ths 
third at Conneautville the following week. At each of these places the 
teachers in attendance were generously entertained by the citizens, free of 
charge — an example of liberality worthy of general imitation. 

During the winter, district institutes were carried on in Conneaut, W. Fal- 
lowfield, Summit, Cambridge, N. Shenaiigo and HayGeld, with an average 
attendance of about 18 teachers. The influence of these meetings on tbs 
educational interests of the localities where they were held is marked and 
valuable. A strong effort will be made to secure the organization of institutes 
in every district the coming winter. 

Progress, — Educational matters moved along during the past very much as 
in previous years. In several districts great improvement has been made in 
the management of financial matters. Directors are becoming better acquainted 
with their duties, and as a consequence the duties are better performed and 
the community better pleased with the school system. 

District Accounts. — It is very desirable that a more uniform and sys- 
tematic method of keeping accounts should be used by secretaries of school 
boards. Scarcely anything is more needed than this. 

A clearly written circular, explanatory of the best method of keeping district 
accounts, sent to each secretary, would be of great use ; or the necessary in- 
formation might be conveyed through the School Journal. The attention of 
the Department is respectfully called to this matter, as one that deserves con- 
sideration. % 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing public sentiment is largely in favor of 
the school system as it now stands. Igoorance of the true nature and char- 
acter of the school law and its provisions, together with bad management in 
its administration, are the sources of the greater part of th^ oppoaition it 



M^^s with ; y^t some are honestly opposed to iroroe of its pffdtfeions, ftcd 
think some other arrangement would be better ; white a re\V are opposed tt> 
the whole scheme of taxation for the snpport of the schools. Popular educa- 
tion will never move much faster than public sentiment will sustain it, flo 
matter how much legislation be had on the subject. Popular sentiment is a 
legitimate subject of education, and the teacher who possesses an enlighten* 
ed comprehension of his place in the community, will discover that no mean 
part of his labor lies out side the school room, and if he " boards round " he 
may do a part of his work by the fireside. 

Before our noble school system reaches that high state of nsefiilness to 
which it is destined, our people must be thoroughly impressed with the truth 
of two principles : 

1. That general intelligence, based on universal education, is the only safb 
gnard of popular government, and thus becomes the political necessity of a 
free people. 

2. That the intervention and effort of society in its organized political 
capacity, constitute the only means by which a universal diffusion of know- 
ledge can ever be secured. Neither the history of the past nor the circum- 
stances of the present, reveal any other agency adequate to its accomplisfv- 
ment. 



CrMiKHiAND County. — Joseph Mifflin, 

Houses^ in all respects fit for the purpose, 128 : — Hope<\'ell tp. 6 ; Sonth- 
ttirpton 8; Shippeniburg bor. 6; Shippensburg tp. 1; Newtnn, 8 ; Dickii>- 
i^on 16 ; S. Middleton 10 ; Monroe 9 ; Upper Allen 5 ; Lower Allen 5 ; ^t^ 
Gamberland 1; E. Pcnnsboro' 6; Hampden 5; Mechanicsburg 2; Silver 
Spring 4; Middlesex 6j N. Middleton 4; W. Pennsboro' 10; Frankford 8 ; 
JNewville 1 ; Mifflin 7, Total, 128 houses. 

Totally unfit 2: — In Mifflin tp. 1, an old log building, without light, V'en- 
tilation or any other comfort, (to be re-placed this year.) In Lower Allen 1, 
injurious to the health of pupils, on account of being a basement-story, with 
two-thirds of the wall under ground. 

Houses built within the year, worthy of note: — 1 in Mechanicsburg for tb# 
D«e of four schools — an excellent building; 1 in Upper Allen, called tbB 
"Mount Allen" school house — brick, 33 feet square, 13 feet ceiling, well ven- 
tilated by the modern flue, well lighted, black-wall surface 30 by 13 feet; 
and 1 in So.uth Middleton, of the same plan (excepting the flue for ventila- 
tion) and dimensions. 

Furniture and apparatus, — There are but three school rooms in the connty 
that are supplied with apparatus in sufflcient quantity and variety, to meet 
the wants of the schools, viz: In Shippensburg bor. 1 ; S. Middleton 1, and 
in E. Pennsboro' 1. 

Totally insufflcient : — Hopewell 1 ; Newton 2 ; Dickinson 4 ; W. Penns- 
boaro' 1; Mifllin 1. Total 9. 

Schools. — Number well graded, viz: Shippensburg bor. 7; S. Middleton 
2; Monroe 2; Lower Allen 6; E. Pennsboro' 2; Mechanicsburg 2 j Silver 
Spring 4; W. Pennsboro* 4; Newville 4. Total 31. 

Ungraded, but classified, 158; neither graded nor'classified 0. 

Teachers. — There has been at Newville, in this county, until this year, a 
Normal school for the improvement of teachers in the art of teaching, and 
there can be no doubt of the fact that during the few years of its existence,* 
is was productive of much good ; in fact, when a teacher had spent a whole 
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session at the Normal school, it was apparent upon entering his school room; 
and it was with unfeigned regret that I learned last winter that the financial 
affairs of the institution had become involved. It is needless to add, that anv 
well-directed efforts to re-establish the school upon such a basis as shall 
afford a reasonable hope that it will be self-sustaining, will receive ray hearty 
approval and support. 

Examinations. — I also attended the examinations of six or eight of the 
schools in the east end of the county, and cannot speak too highly of th« 
manner in which they were conducted, or of the proficiency displayed. I 
attended the first of the series with the expectation of seeing the old-fashioned 
humbug of a parcel of pupils answering a given number of pre-arranged 
questions, which they had been neglecting their legitimate studies for a 
month to familiarize themselves with. But I found an examination, really 
what it purported to be, and conducted in such manner as to elicit the pupils' 
real acquaintance with the subject. 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible is regularly read in 124 schools — moral 
instruction given by familiar illustrations from scripture, in 15 — by catechism, 
(to which I objected) in 1 — orally and by precept, in 140 — and 8 are opened 
with prayer by the teacher ; the good effects of all which means are apparent. 

Visitation, — I visited all the schools in the county once, except 8, and all 
the school houses, except 5, (visiting 3 in the absence of the teachers.) I 
visited about 15 the second time, and the 7 in Shippensburg, some 3 and sonui 
4 times. My visits, in the cases of single visitation, averaged nearly 3 hours, 
in other cases less. 

Directors, — In the county, 126 — accompanied me in visitations, 67. This 
year, instead of visiting the districts and hunting up the directors, 1 will visit 
by engagement with the board, fixing definitely the time of visit, so that these 
can be no excuse on their part for a failure to accompany me, nor reflection 
upon me for not accompanying them. The omission of the schools mentioDP' 
ed, was owing principally to my want of minute knowledge of the locations 
of the different houses, which required an amount of traveling, fully 25 per 
cent, greater than I need perform next session. 

Institutes. — One county institute held during the year, continuing 3 days, 
and attended by about 60 teachers. 

District Institutes. — Held only in Dickinson and Silver Spring districts; — 
In Dickinson weekly for the latter half of the school term ; in Silver Spring 
monthly during the whole term. The good efifects of the institutes are appa- 
rent, especially in Silver Spring. 



Dauphin County — S. D. Ingram. 

School Houses, — Number of houses 176 j of schools 199^ of teachers 204; 
of good houses 53 ; middling 74 ; poor 49. 

There are but few sufficient in all respects ; say, in Derry 3 ; West Hano- 
ver 1 ; East Hanover 1 1 Harrisburg, North ward 3 ; South ward 1 ; Jackson 
1 ; Middletown 2; Upper Paxton 3; Lower Paxton 1; Susquehanna 2 i Lower 
Swatara 1 ; Wiconisco 1. — In all 20. 

Defective and injurious to health : — In Conewago 1 ; Gratz 1 ; Halifax 1 ; 
East Hanover 2 ; West Hanover 1 j Harrisburg, N. ward 1 (rented room for 
colored children) 3 S. ward 1 (rented room for colored children) ; Jackson 1 ; 
JefiTerson 1; Londonderry 1; Middletown 1; MifQin 2; Millersburg 2 (will 
be vacated when new building is completed) i Middle Paxton 2 ; Lower raji- 
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ton 1 (great complaint about it) ; Rush 1 (bad) ; Washington 1; Wiconisco 1. 
In all 22. Th|s list might be increased. 

In the North ward Harrisburg a very good two-story brick, for two schoolfx, 
was completed, which will be occupied soon. It is expected that the finj 
brick building in Millersburg will be completed in time for the opening of the 
schools in the fall, when the two poor houses referred to will be abandoned. 
Another brick was built in Upper Paxton, but not occupied last winter, owing 
to some difficulty between the directors and contractor. In Lykens a good 
frame was substituted for a poor one. In Wiconisco a substantial frame was 
built near the site of one destroyed by fire, in Halifax a good frame was 
built about half a mile from the old one, in a good location. A very good 
frame was erected in West Hanover in place of an old one. For several 
years the directors could not secure a good teacher on account of this poor 
building, in East Hanover another good brick was erected in a more conve- 
nient location than the old frame one. in Londonderry an additional school 
house was built — a good brick. 

An additional school is needed in Susquehanna, to accommodate citizens 
residing just beyond the city limits. Their children are compelled to walk 
over 2 miles to the nearest school at Coxestown. Complaint has been made 
in reference to it. There should be a union school between Jefferson and 
Jackson, i have referred to this in former reports. A number of citizens 
are in a manner thus deprived of the benefits of the schools. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — 8 schools in N. ward Harrisburg, 2 South ward, 
1 Middletown, supplied with best style furniture. About 75 with what miglU 
be considered good, 75 medium, 36 poor. But few schools indeed with ade- 
quate apparatus. N. ward, Harrisburg, has setsof philosophical apparatus, maps, 
and plenty of black-board surface. Every school in the county has more or 
less black-board surface. A few districts have furnished maps, — S. ward, Har- 
risburg, Swatara, Derry, Middletown, West Hanover, Lykens. More than 
half are destitute of any apparatus, excepting black-boards. The introduction 
of cards, maps, &c., has been urged again and again. 

Schools, — Graded: — Dauphin 3; Derry 4; Halifax 2; South Hanover 2; 
N. W. Harrisburg 14; S. W. Harrisburg 9; Middletown 10; Mifflin 2; Mil- 
lersburg 3 ; Keed 2 ; Lower Swatara 2 ; Wiconisco 7. — In all 60. Ungraded 
139. The majority of the schools well classified. Every district excepting 
Londonderry and Hush, has adopted a series of text-books. There is, how- 
ever, in some schools, difficulty in the way of thorough classification, because 
so many parents refuse to purchase such books as directors recommend. 

Texichers, — Year after year I have gradually raised the standard, as an 
incentive to improvement, and in this way have kept the numbers lower than 
would otherwise have been the case. Acting under your instructions in refet* 
ence to examinations, in the fall I will be compelled to give about the same 
numbers, representing, of course, greater proficiency. More than heretofore 
combined the oral examination with the written. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were regularly read in 145 schoolih-^ 
not read in 54. In a few instances, teachers said *' they feared giving of- 
fence." 1 have always urged the reading of the scriptures in every school ; 
but have as strongly objected to the use of the Bible or Testament as a texW 
book for reading. It is a difficult matter to convince some that it is not the 
most suitable book for such a purpose. 

Visitation. — Visited 191 schools once, and 28 of these the second time. 
Spent on an average in each school 2 hours. 8 schools were not visited for 
reasons given in monthly reports. Whole number of directors 162. Only 
about 30 directors accompanied me in my visitations ; some of these to all 
the schools in their districts. Whenever practicable, notified directors of my 
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tisits. They frequently expressed regret that they did not kno\t of my risit 
to their schools. 

Institutes, — No county institute held during the year. District institutes 
8 — in Derry, Susquehanna, Lower Paxton, Londonderry, Conewago, Halifax, 
West Hanover and Washington. Number less than previous year, owing to 
opposition of directors in some districts, and owing to apathy manifested by 
0ome of the teachers in others; poorest teachers, as a general thing, showing 
the greatest unwillingness to co-operate. Meetings semi-monthly ; composed 
of all th6 teachers of tbe district. In districts in which the exercises were 
properly conducted, the effects were beneficial. 

The directors of the North ward, Harrisburg, have requested the teachen 
to form an association for mutual instruction, which has been done. Should 
they fail to continue it regularly, it will then be required positively. 

Progress in Districts. — The greatest improvement was made in North ward, 
Harrisburg, Derry, Swatara, Middletown, Millersburg and Upper Paxton. 
Improvement also in Dauphin, Halifax, West Hanover, Lower Swatara, Ly- 
kens, Gratz, Lower Paxton, Wiconisco. 

Londonderry, Conewago, Washington, East Hanover, South Hanover, Jack- 
tfon, Jefferson and Rush, formerly so much opposed, are moving gradually in 
th^ right direction. 

Mifflin, Susquehanna, S. ward, Harrisburg, Middle Paxton and Reed might 
make more improvemant, if directors were not fearful of increased taxation. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment of the county is favor- 
able. More than three-fourths of the teachers reported so. It is, I think, 
improving, because of the rapid improvement of the pupils under better quali- 
fied teachers; particularly under those who have adopted and carry oat 
eSiergetically, the improved methods of teaching. There is still, however, op- 
position, and in some districts pretty strong, which must pass away as the 
young men of the present take their fathers' places. The dollar is the chief 
diuse of this opposition. 

Plans for next year, — Will notify directors in case a sufficient number of 
applicants do not present themselves at the public examinations, that I can 
only be found at home on Saturdays, so that 1 may be enabled to commence 
visiting sooner. Will continue to recommend strongly district associations, 
also the holding of a county institute during the winter. On account of the 
short time in which I have 200 schools to visit, 1 cannot give special notice 
and meet teachers and citizens in the different^districts, as I would desire to 
do. Yet whatever 1 can do in this way will be done. Purpose preparing a 
circular with a number of interrogatories to each teacher, so that he may for- 
t^ard to me the replies at the close of the term. In this way I expect to show 
ihore clearly the working of the system in each district, and obtain information 
that I otherwise would remain in ignorance of. 



Delaware Couxty. — Charles W, Deans, 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Aston 1; Bethel I; Chichester 1; Chiches- 
ter, Upper 1 ; Concord 2 ; Chester tvvp. 3 ; Chester borough 2 ; Darby borough 
1 ; Darby, Upper ^j Haverford 1 ; Media 1 ; Middletown 1 ; Marple 2; New* 
ton 1 ; Providence, Nether 1 ; Radnor 2; Springfield 4-5 Todmorden 1 ; Tini- 
eum 1 — 31. 

Insufficient: — Aston 2 j Birmingham 1; Chichester 1; Chichester, Upper 
2 5 Concord 1; Edgmont 1; Middletown 2,' Newtown 2 5 Providence, Upper 
Sj Radnor Ij Thornbury 1—17. 
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In the first class are included a few smaH booses ; but which have, thus far, 
been sufRciently large for the number of pupils in attendance. 

Two good school buildings have been conripleied during the year, in Bethel 
1^ and in Chester twp. 1. One building is now in progress in Middletowa. 

Schools, — Graded 22: — In Chester bor. 9; Chester twp. 2; Darby bor. 2; 
Upper Darby 2 ; Lower Chichester 2 ; Aston 2 ; Media 2 ; Springfield 1. 

In a few schools there is not as yet a rigid system of classifying in all the 
branches pursued. 

There is a general nniformity of text-books in each school, in some places 
there is yet a want of district uniformity. 

School Furniture, <S*c. — Sufllicient: — Chichester, Lower 1 ; Chichester, Upper 
1 ; Concord 2 j Chester twp. 2; Chester borough 2 ; Darby borough 1 ; Darby, 
Upper 4; Havcrford 1; Media 1; Middletown Ij Marple Sj Newtown I5 
Radnor 2—2^. 

Insufficient: — Aston 2; Birmincrham 2j Chichester, Lower 1; Chicheste?, 
Upper 25 Concord 1; Darby 2; Edgmont 2; Middletown 3; Newtown 2; 
Providence, Upper 3; Radnor 1 ; Thornbury 1 — 22 

By sufficient furniture is not meant the best that could be procured, but 
■imply that which is comfortable and tasteful. Very few of our schools are 
•applied with the amount of apparatus that is desirable. 

Moral Instruction receives far too little attention. The number of schools 
in which the scriptures are read will probably exceed half the whole number. 
The precept and example of our teachers are generally good. 

Visitation* — Number of schools visited three /me 32; twice f)8 ; average 
duration of each visit two-thirds of a day; number of visits one day in dura- 
tion 52. On these last occasions 1 held an examination (oral and written) of 
the pupils in the schools visited. The total amount of time spent in visiting 
ftciiools during the year, is equivalent to three visits to each school; each con- 
tinuing one-half day. 

Whole number of directors in the county 150 ; number who accompanied 
me in visiting 90. 

Institutes, — Number of county institutes held, 2 ; duration of each, 3 days; 
average attendance of teachers 43 daily ; whole number of teachers present, 70. 

District Institutes^ in our county, have not been as successful as was hoped 
and expected. I took it upon myself to hold a series of these meetings during 
the autumn, in some cases they, were well attended, though not generally. 
Teachers, as yet, have not manifested sufficient interest in the meetings tl> 
continue them, without the active aid of the County Superintendent. The 
eQprt will, however, be repeated. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing public sentiment of the county, in regard 
to the system, is decidedly favorable to its principles, and to the vital neces- 
city of popular education in a country like our own. increased efficiency in 
die administration of the system, gives it increased popularity here. It ie 
g^ning ground rapidly through the agency of the means employed. 

Plans for next year, — I, County certificates will be issued only at the tiiOM 
qf a county or district institute. Teachers who are believed to possess the re- 
quisite qualifications, whose plans of teaching have been repeatedly inspected 
by the County Superintendent, and who evince a commendable degree of pro- 
fessional spirit, will be designated to give their attention to the study of such 
topics as are specially enjoined by the School Department, embracing Princip^ 
pies of Teaching as based upon the Science of Mind, Physical Geography 
Itnd Constitution of the United States. They will be required, at a time 
^pointed, to present themselves for examination, bringing a written thesis 
Upon some educational topic, if the examination is satisfactory, the thesie 
trill be read before the institute and the certificate formally delivered. 
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2. — Annual examinations will be held in each school, of which due notice 
will be given. 

8. — At other times, the schools will be visited by the Superintendent w^ 
axtnounced. 

4. — One county institute will be held in Nov. next, to continue four days. 

5. — A series of district institutes will be held in different sections of tlw 
county. 

The War and the Schools. — Pennsylvania is a near neighbor to the scene of 
inevitable conflict and deadly strife. Her great interests must be, more or 
less, affected thereby. Her means of education become, in such a crisis, 
matters of concern. They are her safeguard and defence. She cannot aflford, 
in any emergency, to part with them. What will be the sentiment of the 
people on this point 1 So far as I know, there is but one opinion. We must 
continue to build our hopes of future prosperity upon the same old corner 
stone. It has supported the edifice of constitutional liberty till it has attained 
its present height, and it will continue to uphold it, amid all the tempests of 
faction and disunion. The " Stars and Stripes " wave over our school houses, 
aigni^cant of the loyalty of young hearts, whose very life is the love they 
b^ to knowledge, to home and to country. 



Elk County. — C. R, Ear ley. 

School Houses. — Sufficient in all respects: — Benzinger 3; Benezette 3; 
Vox 1 J Jones 2 ; Jay 1 j Highland 1 ; Kidgway 1 3 Spring Creek 1 j borough 
of St. Mary's 2—15. 

Wholly unfit for use : — Benezette 1 ; Fox 2; Ridi; way 1 ; Spring Creek 1 — 5. 

Jay and Jones have each completed a first class house during the year. Four 
more are now under contract, and will be completed during the incoming 
school year ; one in Jones and three in Spring Creek. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — All the school houses have insufficient forni- 
tore, and are destitute of apparatus. 

Schools, — The whole number of schools is forty-two, none of which are 
graded. They are as well classified as circumstances will admit. 

Visitations* — Number of schools visited twice, 18 ; number visited once, 
21. One-half of a day was generally spent in each school. 

Institute, — No county institute held last year. 

Progress, — Owing to sickness, the diphtheria having prevailed epidemi- 
catlly throughout most of the county, but little progress has been made in sttty 
of the districts. 

Plans for next year, — The existing financial difficulties will, no doubt, de- 
crease the school term the next year. District institutes have already been 
organized in some of the townships, and these will be made to supply tbs 

Elace of county institutes. Notwithstanding the difficulties with which we 
ave to contend, we hope by the aid of good teachers and friends of educa- 
tion« to make some progress during the next year. 



Erie County. — L. W. Savage. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Amity 6 ; Concord 8 ; Conneaut 8; Erie, East 
ward 1 ; Edinboro' 1 5 Elk Creek 2; Fairview 5 ; Franklin 4 j Girard twp. 7 ; 
Girard boro' 1; Greene 3j Greenfield 7j Harbor Creek 6; Le Boeuflr2; 
Lake Pleasant 85 Mill Creek 9 j M'Kean 4; North-East twp. 11 j North- East 
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boro' 1 ; Springfield 6 ; Summit 4 -, Union twp. 5 ; Venango 4 ] Waterford 
twp. 11 ; Waterford boro' 1 } Washington 4} Wattsburg 1 ; Wayne 2. 

insufficient: — Amity 2; Concord 1 ; Conneaut4; Elk Creek 3; Fairview 
4} Franklin 4; Franklin and Elk Creek, Ind. 1 ; Girard twp. 2; Greene 3; 
Greenfield iZj Harbor Creek 8; Le Boeuff 2 j Mill Creek 9; M'Kean 5; 
North-East twp. 4 ] Springfield 7 -, Summit 4 ^ Union twp. 5 j Union viUa^i 
1 ; Venango 4 ; Washington 1 ; Wayne 7. 

The houses classed as sufficient are not all of the same size and architee- 
turc. The lake towns have generally built larger, more commodious and 
more expensive houses than the newer sections of the county. All, however, 
axe new and substantial structures. 

The others are worthless^ and are to be tolerated only until their places 
can be supplied with bettei^ oces. Directors are moving in this matter, a« 
faist as circumstances will permit. Notwithstanding our financial derange- 
ments, every town, I believe, is preparing to erect one, and several of them, 
two new houses the coming year. 

If it were not invidious to discriminate where all have done nobly, I might 
Bay that Mill Creek is, doubtless, ^' the banner town," both as it respects her 
miniature ^^ temples of science," and the care she takes to have them occi^ 
pied by competent instructors. By ofiTering $4 or $5 per month more than 
other towns, she draws from them and Crawford county, a large part of her 
supply — the best that the two counties afiTord. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The furniture of our school rooms consists of 
seats and desks, arranged with more or less regard to comfort and coAvenience, 
a broom, a pail and sometimes a chair and stand. 

The exclusive apparatus of our school rooms is black-board surface, and 
Mitchell's Map of the United States, which is found only in a part of them. 

1 have seen no mathematical, geographical or philosophical apparatus, not 
the property of the teachers, in any school in this county, except the graded 
schools. 

Schools, — Graded : — Albion boro' 2 ; Erie, E. ward 3 j Erie, W. ward 3 j 
Edinboro' 1; Girard twp. 2; Girard boro' 3j North-East boro' 2j Water- 
ford boro' 2—18. 

A series of text-books has been adopted by every district, and a good de- 
gree of uniformity secured. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures are read in about one-fifth of the schools 
of the county. None teach morals from a text-book — few give oral instruo- 
tion farther than to prohibit the grosser forms of immorality, such as pro- 
fanity, falsehood and intemperance. 

Visitation, — ^The number of schools visited the last year is 180, leaving 
108 not reached for want of time. A few were visited twice. 

Directors, — The whole number of directors in the county is 198. In my 
visits I have usually been accompanied by one or more directors, frequently 
bjT several. 

Institutes, — We have held two county institutes during the past year — od8 
at Edinboro', in October, and the other at Union, in May. The attendance 
at the former was about 100, at the latter, 85. We also have a teachers' a»> 
sociation, meeting semi-annually, in January and July, which has many of 
the characteristics and most of the advantages of the institute. District in- 
stitutes have been sustained in several townships in this county with marked 
adyantage. 

Progress. — There has been an onward movement in every district, which 
would have made itself apparent in the lengthened term and greater efficieney 
cf our schools, but for those disturbing infiuences which have so much de- 
ranged all our peace establishments. 
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Public Sentiment. — Although public sentiment is not unanimous in fnvor 
of the system, yet there is no decided hostility to it. The t)opular verdicl, 
to far as it is not already rendered in its favor, seems suspended to await iti 
more complete development. lis defeat and overthrow can only be cona- 
passed by criminal negligence or incompetence in those who administer iU 

The two principal objections are against the Directory and the Superinie&- 
dency. The former is considered arbitrary, and too far removed from ths 
people; — the latter, unnecessary and expensive. In all instances, howevei, 
where enemies have been induced to act as directors, and have thus been con>" 
pelled to become familiar with the theory and practical working of the sy** 
tem, they have become its firm and abiding friends and defenders. The cor- 
dial reception which I have universally received, both from citizens and 
directors, induces me to believe that there is an honest disposition throughout 
the county, at least to give the superintendency a fair trial. 

Plans for the next year, — The school year just closed has been, to me, otm 
cfC observation. I have endeavored to comprehend the theory of our systeni, 
its defects as well as its capabilities, and carefully to survey my field in thb 
relation to it. Beyond a doubt, the great and paramount necessity of our 
schools is higher qualifications in the teachers. I refer especially to their 
ability to impart knowledge. 1 have found many whose scholastic attaiiy 
ments were respectable, who, nevertheless utterly failed as instructors. Their 
manner is mechanical. The routine of the school-room is regularly and 
punctually gone through with, but the mind of the child is not aroused. No 
thought is lodged there. The lesson is simply memorized. Hence, in my 
plans for the ensuing year, 1 propose to deal largely with the teachers. In 
addition to the regular visitation of the schools, I hope to be able to hold a 
series of district institutes through the county, and I expect to be assisted in 
these by able and experienced teachers. The object of these drills will be, 
mainly, to correct methods, and to awaken in the minds of the teachers, th« 
true idea of their ofi[ice. 

Kormal Schools. — It is not my province to report on the subject of the 
Normal schools. I should do violence to my own feelings, however, should 
I fail to congratulate the friends of this institution and of education in thie 
North-western Normal district of Pennsylvania, upon so important an event 
as the inauguration of this institution in our midst. Upon the success of 
Normal instruction, whether given in Normal schools or in our academies 
and higher seminaries, depends the success of our school system. May its 
supporters find their most sanguine expectations more than realized, and 
may the hopes of the friends of Normal instruction, be neither disappointed 
nor delayed. 



Fayette County. — /. V, Gibbons, 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Bridgeport 6 ; Brownsville tp. 1 ; Bullskin 7 
Comiellsville 2; Connellsville tp. 3 ; Dunbar 5 ; Fayette City 1 ; Franklin 3 
German 6; George 2; Henry Clay 3; Jefferson 8; Luzerne 4; Menalleti 4 
New Salem 2 ; Nicholson 2 ; Perry 3 ; Kedstone 7 ; Salt Lick 4 j ISpringhill 4 
Stewart 7 ; Tyrone 2 ; North Union 2 ; South Union 4 ; Washington 6 j 
Wharton 5—103. 

InsulTicient: — Bridgeport 1; Brownsville 7; Bullskin 1; Connellsville 2; 
Ihinbar 2; Fayette City 2; Franklin 2; German 2; George 2; Henry Clay 
%) Lnzerne 3; Nicholson 2; Perry 1 j Salt Lick 3 j Springhill 2; Uniontown 
8 3 North Union 2} Wharton 3—47. 
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The school directors of Brownsville have put up a Union school building, 
(not yet finished,) the eatimattd cost of which will be $10,000. 

Furniture, — Sufficient: — Bridgeport 6; Bullskin 4j Connellsville tp. 1; 
Dunbar 1 ; Fayette City 1 ; Franklin 3 ; German 2 ; George 2 j New Salem 2 j 
Perry 1 ; Springhill 2—25. 

Insufficient: — Bridgeport 1; Brownsville 7 j Bullskin 3; Connellsville i; 
Dunbar 3 ; Fayette City 3 j Franklin 4 ; German 4 ; George 1 ) Henry Clay 
6 ; Jefferson 1 ; Luzerne 1 ; Nicholson 3 j Perry 3 j Redstone 1 ; Salt Lick 7 ; 
Springhill 3; Stewart 4.-. Tyrone 9; North Union 2; Wharton 7—77. 

There is almost a universal deficiency in the apparatus of our schools 5 
and *' comfortable and tasteful furniture" is very rare, except in the new 
buildings 1 have specified in my former reports j also, one in Jefferson, oo« 
in Franklin, one in Dunbar, one in South Union, two iu Springfield, one in 
Siewart and one in Wharton. 

Schools. — Graded: — Brid^^^eport 6 ; Brownsville 7j Connellsville 4 ; Duu- 
b«T 2 ; Fayette City 4 ; New Salem 2 j Perry 2 j Uniontown 7 ; Washington 
«^37. 

Without classification : — Henry Clay 1 ; Salt Lick 2j Springhill 1 ) Union- 
town 1 — f). 

The other schools are nearly all classified. A uniformity of text-books is 
introduced almost in eveiy district. 

Visitation, — In consequence of high water and ice, there were 4 schools 
not visited. I visited all the others once, ond 30 of them twice. Average 
duration of visits about one hour and a quarter. 

Institutes, — We had two county institutes, of two days each. Fifty 
teachers were present. 

Nine districts held semi-monthly institutes. Some of the directors, in 
contracting with the teachers, imposed the duty of attending these institutes. 
They exercise a good influence upon the community, frequently enlisting 
directors and citizens as active members. 

Progress in Districts. — There has been a visible improvement in the schooli 
otf Connellsville borough and township, Washington, Dunbar, Franklin, Jef- 
ferson and a few others. Causes — Directors employing the best teachers, 
giving good wages, and visiting the schools. There is no retrograding. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment of the county is undoubtedly 
favorable to our school system, and is annually growing more so. This is 
the result of the visible improvement in our schools. We have better houses 
and better teachers, and, as a necessary consequence, a greater number of 
branches taught, and a better mode of imparting instruction adopted. Our 
school directors have rendered important and efficient aid in this elevation of 
our common schools. But we live in a progressive age, and it is difficult to 
resist the influence by which we are surrounded. 

Plans for newt year. — I have matured no new plan of operation for the en- 
suing year, feeling satisfied that the one 1 have adopted will prove successful 
if properly carried out. The most important part of the great work is to 
improve the teachers by normal drills, and by county and district associations. 
This will directly operate upon the schools, elevate the teacher's profession, 
and give the citizens ocular demonstration that all our school system wants 
to render it altogether efficient, is a judicious and faithful administration. 

Bridgeport JVor/nal school terminated on the 11th of ]klay. The success 
exceeded our most sanguine expectations. We were visited and addressed 
by several distinguished gentlemen. We were very fortunate in securing th« 
services of most excellent teachers. 



78 FRANKLIN COUNTY. 



Forest County. — Geo, W. Rose. 

School Hott5e5.— Sufficient in all respects 7:— 3 in Jenks; 2 in Barnet; 2 
in Millstone. Number which could be repaired, 2. 

Furniture and jipparatus. — None of these houses are furnished with any 
a{)paratus except black-boards. 

Schools, — No graded schools in the county. Number of nngraded sch£X)U, 
with proper classification and text-books — 10. 

Teachers. — No professional certificates in the county. Number of provh* 
■ional certificates, all of whom gave good satisfaction — 10. 

Visitation, — Number of times each school was visited by County Superin- 
tendent : — 7, 4 times ; 3, 3 times. Average duration of each visit half day. 

Directors. — Whole number in county ^^. Number who accompanied Su- 
perintendent at his visitations, 5. 

Progress, — A good improvement in all the districts. 

Public Sentiment. — Prevailing sentiment of the county in relation to tke 
system is favorable and improving. 

General Remarks. — As our county is very new, our schools small, and tha 
most of the scholars also very small, it is impossible to get up much excito- 
ment in the schools. Two of them, one in Tionesta and one in Millstone, 
had a few larger pupils in attendance during the winter, who made rapid pro- 
gress in geography, grammar and arithmetic. 

Had it not been for public difficulties, there would have been three gt>od 
school houses built during the summer ; but they have been abandoned for 
this y^ar. 



Franklin County. — P. JW. Shoemaker. 

School Houses. — Sufficient : — 2 in Antrim, 5 in Chambersburg, 1 in Fannetl, 
S in Guilford, 3 in Hamilton, 1 in Letterkenny, 4 in Lurgan, 1 in Metal, 4 in 
Montgomery, 2 in Peters, 1 in Quincy and 1 in Washington — 28. 

Wholly unfit: — 1 in Antrim, 1 in Fannett, 4 in Greene, 1 in Green Cattle, 
£ in Guilford, 1 in Mercersburg, 3 in Montgomery, 1 in Peters, 1 in Quincy, 
1 in Southampton, 1 in St. Thomns and 1 in Warren — 18 

Ventilation. — There are in all 198 houses, containing 214 rooms. Of these 
rooms, 73 have proper means of ventilation, and 141 have none, except 
through broken windows. 

Shade Trees. — 116 houses have 1 or more shade trees, and 82 have nonSb 

Play Ground. — 92 houses have suitable play ground 3 75 have some play 
ground, but it is either too small, or so rocky and hilly that it is unworthy 
the name ; and 31 have in a measure none, or at most not more than a Cew 
sqwre rods. 

^!new Houses. — There were 12 new houses built during the year — 1 in An- 
trim, 1 in Fannett, 1 in Guilford, 1 in Hamilton, 2 in Lurgan, 2 in Mon^ 
gomery, 1 in Peters, 2 in Quincy and 1 in Warren. These houses are all 
brick except 2, — the 1 in Fannett and the 1 in Peters, — which are frame. They 
are all good substantial houses, put up of good material, tolerably large and 
are generally well arranged. One good feature is, that they are all well ven- 
tilated with one exception. The directors of Lurgan built a very good brick 
MShooI house, two stories high, in Koxbury. It is well arranged^ with auitr^ 
Ue restibules, seats, desks, (kc, and well ventilated. They also graded the 
mdho^ which is a very great advantage to the youth of tke towo. 
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Furniture. — No houses in this county are furnished with everything vpceth 
nary to render them first class in this respect. There are 55 houses that aia 
very well furnished with seats, desks, &;c., but are generally destitute of appa- 
ratus. 100 are tolerably well furnished in this respect, and 43 are very badty 
furnished, even with seats, desks, &c. The principal objections to the last 
named are, the seats are quite too high and generally without backs. Howeves, 
in this respect there has been a decided improvement within the last 4> years. 
Of those very badly furnished, 1 is in Antrim, 1 in Fannett, 9 in Greene, 2 
in Green Castle, 5 in Guilford, 2 in Letterkenny, 1 in Lurgan, 1 in Mercer»- 
barg, 1 in Metal, 6 in Montgomery, 3 in Peters, 2 in Quincy, 4 in Southamp- 
ton, 1 in St. Thomas, 3 in Warren and 1 in Washington. 

Jipparatus, — About 50 schools are furnished with outline maps ; 15 with 
globes ; 150 with primary charts, and a few with some little philosophical 
apparatus. The charts have been furnished and the outline maps, in 2 of the 
districts by the directors, the rest by the teachers. 83 rooms have less thnn 
20 square feet of black-board ; 75 have between 20 and 50 square feet ; 30 
between 50 and 100 ; 10 between 100 and 200 ; 8 have over 200 ; and 9, I am 
sorry to say, have none at all. 

Schools. — Graded: — 13 in Chambersburg, 2 in Fannett, 2 in Letterkenn}^ 
ft in Lurgan, 4 in Mercersburg, 2 in Peters, 2 in Quincy and 6 in Waynesboro'. 
Of those that are not classified, 5 are in Antrim, 3 in Fannett, 6 in Greene, 
1 in Green Castle, 3 in Guilford, 1 in Mercersburg, 6 in Montgomery, 4 in 
Quincy and 3 in Warren. 

Tliere are two great hindrances to the proper classification of some of our 
schools, viz : The proneness of parents to furn^ books that have not been 
adopted by the directors, and the irregularity of attendance. Directors aie 
to be blamed for allowing pupils to attend school without the proper boolrs, 
and some of the teachers for not urging parents to send their children to 
school more regularly. 

Teachers. — 183 purpose making teaching a profession, providing such sala- 
ries are paid and the school term increased to such a length as will justify 
them in so doing ; 34 do not intend to make it a profession. If directors and 
citizens were wise to their own interests, they would give us a longer school 
term and pay better salaries, and in a few years, at most, we could have our 
schools all filled with first class teachers. 86 were educated altogether in 
the common schools; 98 have been at academics; 25 at Normal schools, 
and 8 at colleges. 157 have read works on teaching and 60 have not. 

Visitations. — Visited all the schools in the county once, except 5, and 48 
of them twice. Of the 5 not visited, 1 in Mercersburg, (colored,) 1 in 
Warren and 3 in Montgomery, — were not open at the time 1 was in the district. 
Average duration of visits 24 hours. The number of directors in this county 
is 114, of that number 50 accompanied me to 1 or more schools, some as 
moch as 4 days. 

Institutes. — We had but one meeting of the county institute during the 
year ; in Chambersburg ; continued 3 days ; was attended by about 90 teach- 
ers. It was one of the most interesting meetings we have had in this county, 
cad, I think, one of the most instructive, as the exercises were nearly all of 
a practical nature. District institutes have been organized in nearly all ths 
districts. In some very successfully ; in others they have been but little be^ 
tcr than a failure. They meet every alternate Saturday in most of the dh^ 
tricts. The efiTect has been good in every district in which they were well 
carried on. 

Progress. — A large majority of the schools made rapid progress during tbi 
lost year. Could see improvement in nearly every school. There were^ 
ho5rQ?sr, a few schools ia which but littls impiovetnent was made. Thn 
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was the fault of the teacher as a general thing ; but better ones could not be 
had a^the salaries, if directors would pay better salaries, we coald get a foL 
supply of competent teachers. 

Public Sentiment* — From the best information, I believe a majority of the 
people of nine-tenths of the districts are favorable to the system. Objections 
used to be urged against certain features of the school law, but within tha 
last year I have heard nothing of the kind. I feel safe, therefore, in saying 
that the prevailing public sentiment is tolerably good and still improving. 

Prospects. — Our prospects for the coming year had been very bright, but 
the war excitement and the present financial condition of the country have 
rendered them somewhat darker. We had calculated that there would be 1% 
or 13 good new school houses built during the summer, 5 of them to be very 
fine buildings, two stories high. We had also expected to get the schools 
graded in 3 or 4 towns in which they are not. But the most of the directors 
have concluded to postpone building for the present. lo other respects, I 
think we will get along fully as well as usual. 

I hope the bill brought before the Legislature at its last session, by ihm 
Committee on Education, will be passed ut its next session. 



Fulton County. — TV, jj. Gray. 

School Houses. — Sufficient, 17; improvable, 10; unfit, 40. 

None of our school houses have enclosed play grounds, neither have shade 
trees been planted about any dl them, nature generally being liberal of these. 
Only three are provided with wood houses, and three with privies. Seven 
are constructed from plans given in the Fenusylvania School Architecture. 
The remaining fifty-seven are so variously constructed, that it would rcquins 
much space to describe them. Seven have provision for ventilation, lifty- 
leven have none. Thirty-eight in good repair ; twenty-six, not. 

Ten new houses were built the last year : Air, four ; Dublin, one ; Licking 
Creek, one; Taylor, two; Bethel, one; M'Connellsburg boro., one. The di- 
rectors of Air, M'Connellsburg and Licking Creek deserve much credit for 
the houses erected. They have shown that they are not only capable, but 
willing to attend to the physical as well as mental interests of the pupils 
committed to their care. The houses of Air and Licking Creek are frame, to 
be painted, built after approved plans, provided with means of ventilation, 
ample black-board surfuce, and with desks and comfortable seats. 

The one in M'Connellsburg is a two story brick bvulding, large and airy, but 
not yet furnished ; (owing to this fact and the heavy expense incurred in 
building,) the public schools wore not opened during the year, but will be, 
and that with the most approved modern furniture. 

Four houses were refined so as to be tolerably comfortable; Bethel, two: 
Licking Creek, one ; Wells, one. 

Furniture, — Twelve houses are furnished with proper desks and seats for 
pupils; fifteen with benches with backs; thirty-seven have benches without 
bucks. Forty houses have convenient desks for teachers, fifteen not con- 
venient, nine have none. Forty-seven houses are furnished with black-boards^ 
seventeen have none; nine have out-liue maps; ten, common school cards; 
globes and other apparatus, none. Fifteen houses have good arrangements 
for clothing, books, &c. ; sixteen, temporary arrangements; thirty-one — none. 

Schools, — Graded 1; classified 32; unclassified 31. 

The greatest drawback to progress in our schools, is irregular attendance. 
The general average attendance given in the district reports, is little morjs 
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than half what it should he. This is a very great defect in the practical 
working of the system. The schools are opened and the public funds are ex- 
pended, yet one half of the children of the county receive no benefit from the 
expenditure, because they are detained at home instead of being sent to school. 

TeacAers, — Taught less than one year, 18 ; from one to three years, 24 j from 
three to six years, 11 ; from six to ten years, 5 ; from ten to twenty years, 6 ; 
Qver twenty years, none. First class, having ability to teach and govern well, 
20 ; second class, medium, 30 ; third class, unfit, H* Most of our boards^ 
contrary to former custom, graded the wages of teachers the past year, accord- 
ing to their qualifications. This is what law and justice demand. 

Visitations and Examinations, — 1 visited the schools twice, and a few three 
times, generally spendinjr from two and a-half to three hours in each, and 
traveled about twelve hundred miles during the year, in the discharge of 
official duty. The attendance of directors and parents was greater than the 
preceding year, and the want of larger attendance to be attributed to the fact, 
that they were not timely apprised of my visits. All the examinations, with 
one exception, were attended by the respective boards, and several of them 
employed their teachers at that time. 

Moral Instruction. — In thirty schools moral instruction was given orally; 
in ten by use of book ; the scriptures were read in twenty-five schools, — in 
twenty as a reading book^ in five as a text-^oo^ of morals. There was no ob- 
servable difierence in the schools, in which the scriptures were used as a read- 
ing book, and those in which they were not used; but where used to inculcate 
morality, better order, attention and progress were clearly observable. 

Institutes. — Two sessions of two days each of our county institute were 
held \ both well attended and found to be profitable in uniting in one common 
bond those of the same profession in the dififerent districts of the county, 
whilst a mutual benefit was conferred upon all, by the various illustrations 
and explanations given of the branches taught, as well as methods of teaching. 

Regular weekly or semi-monthly institutes were held in Wells, Dublin, Air, 
Brush Creek and Bethel. These institutes were productive of much good, 
not only to teachers, but in furthering the cause of education in the districts. 

Public SefUiment. — A gradual change for the better has taken place during 
the last year. That there is opposition, more or less, in each district, is uu- 
deuiable ; but nowhere does it assume a formidable character. Some oppose 
the system because it afifects their pockets^ and others because they cannot 
appreciate the benefits of a system o( pjiblic education. Apathy is more detri- 
mental to the system than all opposition combined. 

General Progress. — This has been a year of considerable progress in the 
schools, discoverable from the following /»cr*: Teaching was more thorough 
and systematic than formerly, and gave more general satisfaction. More in- 
terest was felt and manifested, both by directors and parents ; the former were 
more attentive in the discharge of their official duties, while the latter, in 
many instances, visited the schools, — a duty entirely neglected heretofore. 
The whole number of schools reported as being opened for the year 1860, was 
forty-eight 3 — this year we report sixty- five. Tlie whole amount of money 
levied for school and building purposes, in 1860, was $4<,556 ; — in 1861, 
$8,5 18, being an increase in the latter year, of nearly four thousand dollars. 

Wants. — We need normal instruction for our teachers, improved and better 
furnished houses, more general uniformity of books, longer school terms and 
increased salaries for teachers in most cases. These improvements call for 
an increase of funds, which our county is not fully able to furnish at present. 
Whenever the time arrives, if ever it should, for a change in the mode of 
supplying school funds, the voice of the people of Fulton county will be for 
a uniform rate of tax upon all property throughout the State. 
6 
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GreAM CotritTY. — John A. Gutdon. 

t 
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148 fnse school? were ih operation during the year. Aleppo and Jackson 
districts levied no tax for school purposes. There were, 1 bcflieve, 4 schools 
in Aleppo and three in Jackson \ some of them were supported etitirely hy sub- 
scription, others were sustained by a roluntary tax, levied by the neighbor- 
hood, and were irt^ for all. 

Hou^s. — Sufficient in all respects : — 3 are in Morgan, 1 in Washington, 4 
in Morris, 2 in Richhill, 2 in Centre, 5 in Dunkard, 4 in Monongahela, 8 in 
Cumberland, 3 in Jefferson, 4 in Greene, and 1 in Wayne — 37. 
' I speak merely of the buildings; some of them need slight repairs, some of 
them are badly located, and the hand of taste could add much to the surround- 
ings of alt of them. 

< Wholly defective : — 1 is in Washington, 3 are in Morris, 2 in Richhill, 2 
in Aleppo, 4 in Springhill, 3 in Giimore, 3 in Jackson, 6 in Centre, 5 in Wnyne, 
6 in Perry, 1 in Monongahela, 7 in Franklin, 3 in Whitely; and they have no 
school house in Marion, — the three rooms that were used the last term are 
wholly defective and injurious to the health of youth — 46. 

Two houses were erected within the last year; one of them deserves special 
notice, in Morgan district. It is a substantial brick, built on an elevated and 
dry site, large, well ventilated, well finished and furnished. It needs but to 
be enclosed and the grounds tastefully ornamented, to make it a model 
school house. 

Furniiure and Apparatus, — The Department requests the number of school 
houses supplied with comfortable and tasteful furniture and adequate appa- 
ratus. No houses in this county, in my estimation, will come under this 
heading. Many houses have comfortable and tasteful furniture and no appa- 
ratus, and some with only medium furniture are well supplied with apparatus. 
The houses in Morgan and Cumberland have the best furniture, and in Greene 
they are better supplied with apparatus. 

Without sufficient furniture and destitute of apparatus (25 having not even 
black-boards) — 3 are in Washington, 3 in Morris, 13 in Richhill, 6 in Alep- 
po, 6 in Springhill, 8 in Wayne, 9 in Perry, 1 in Dunkard (Ind.,) 5 in Giimore, 
6 in Jackson, 12 in Centre, 1 in Monongahela, 3 in Cumberland, 1 in Jefier- 
son, 7 in Franklin, and 3 in Whitely — 91. 

Schools, — Graded: — 3 in Waynesburg and 2 in Carmichael's bor — 5 

Without classification : — 1 in Whitely, 2 in Wayne, 2 in Centre, 2 in Spring- 
hill and one in Richhill — 8. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were regularly read in IJl schools, in 
others they were read occasionally, and many teachers were very constant and 
efficient in imparting moral instruction, though few of them did so at regular 
and stated periods. 

Visitation, — 14-7 schools were visited once, 39 twice, 3 three times, 1 not 
at all ; — it was not in session once when 1 was in the neighborhood. I rtiade 
another attempt and failed to reach it in time, and 1 was not in the vicinity 
again till the day after it closdl. 

Directors. — There are 132 directors in the county, and 35 accompanied me 
at the visitations. 

• Institutts, — A County Normal school was held in Waynesburg college five 
weeks. Over fifty teachers were in attendance, 30 of them taught in the 
county the past winter. 

12 district institutes were held last fall: — 1 in Morris, 3 diays; 1 in JeflTer- 
son, 4 days ; 1 in Cumberlai^d, 3 days ; 1 in Perry, 3 days ; 1 in Dunkard, 3 
days y 1 in Motiongahela, 2 dkys ; 1 in Centre, 2 dkys ; 1 in Waytie, 3 days 
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1 in Gilmore, 2 days ; 1 in Richbill, 4 days ; 1 in Jackson/ 2 days; and 1 in 
Springhill, 2 days. Average attendance df teaeher» about 12. Several of 
them were well attended by citizens and directors. 

EffectSy-^^ahttary, — institutes unth examinations httve many advantages. 
Teachers thnrw off reserve and embarrassment, and feei that they are receiv- 
ing and imparting instruction instead of undergoing a rigid examination.— - 
At the same time the conflict of mind with mind givtes the Superintendent a 
much better opportunity of ascertaining the relative ability of teachers than 
a mere examination, however critical, could give. 

District Secretaries, — Several districts made pjartial arrangrementa for the 
secretary of the board of directors to visit the schools, but it was not fully 
carried out in any instance that I know of. It is a large contract for a small 
pecuniary reward, and is often abandoned when begun in good earnest. See- 
re taries are begining to consider it a part of their dnty to visit the schoole^ 
whether specially employed to do so or not. If I have time to hunt up at 
secretary, i am always sure of a companion at the visitations. Several of 
them visited all their schools once, and some twice, always with good results* 

Progress in School Districts, — Dnnkard, Cumberland, Morgan, Carmichael's 
borough and Morris, (indpt.) take most interest in their schools, and they are 
rewarded with corresponding success. New, substantial and convenient houses 
are taking the places of the dilapidated and unsightly structures of a former 
generation. I was much pleased last winter at seeing how well directors now 
understand their relative duties, and the object of their visitation. When the 
ceremony of visitation was over, they delivered their blanks, and I often heard, 
with pleasure, the question, ^^ do you need anything]" When the teacher 
made known his wants, the response was equally gratifying : — '* we will have 
it attended to immediately." I could but contrast this state of things with 
^^30 years ago," when we used, of frosty mornings, to scour the woods for 
stomps and sticks, to start a fire in the wide fire place of our well ventilated 
log cabins. 

A part of the directors of Jefierson and Springhill, showed a commendable 
seal for success. And as a general thing, directors are much more attentive 
to the duties of the office, there is more of method in their business, and they 
are more anxious to get good teachers than formerly. There are a few, yet, 
however, who notwithstanding they very seldom visit a school, know that 
their very best teachers only have 3s on their certificates. Happily, (i think,) 
for the cause of education their number is diminishing. 

Public Sentiment. — There is still great diversity of public sentiment in this 
county. But though the school law is now considered a fixed institution of 
the State, its friends take no pains to defend it. Its enemies sullenly submit, 
and rail on all suitable occasions, but no one supposes he can efiect anything. 
And there are innumerable evidences that it is gradually recommending itself 
to the sober judgment of the masses. 

Plans far the next year, — I have made arrangements with the Principal 
of the Greene academy, to hold a Normal school, it will open on the 26th of 
August, and continue in session four weeks. At the close of the Normal 
school, I will commence a series of institutes, extending to the first of Novem- 
ber, when the schools will open. jJs to examinations. — The instructions of 
the Department meet my views, and ( will follow them as nearly as circum* 
stances will permit. In visitation. — i propose nothing new, except to re- 
quire a more rigid adherence to system in teaching. 
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HiTNTiN«DON County. — /J. ITDivUt* 

School H0UH8. — Sufficient: — Brady 1; Dublin 2; Franklin 5; Huntingdon 
bor. 1; Juniata 1} Oneida 1; Fenn 1; Todd 1; Union 1; Warrior's Mark 
«; West 3—19. 

Insufficient : — Alexandria 1 ; Barre 3 ; Brady 2 } Cass 5 ; Clay 2 ; Crom- 
well 3 ; Dublin 2 ; Franklin 1 ; Henderson 1 ; Hopewell 2 ; Jackson 2 ; Juniata 
2; Morris 1; Oneida 1} Penn 2; Shirley 3; Shirleysburg 2 ; Springfield 2; 
Tell 5; Todd 2; Union 2; Walker 1 } Warrior's Mark 2; West 3—52. 

Furniture. — Sufficient: — Alexandria I5 Brady 1} Franklin 3: Huntings 
don bor. 6 — 11. 

Insufficient : — Alexandria 1 ; Barre 7 ; Brady 2 ; Cass 5 ; Clay 1 } Crom- 
well 2; Dublin 1; Franklin 2; Henderson 1 ; Hopewell 2; Huntingdon bor. 
1; Jackson 4; Juniata 4; Oneida 1; Penn 8; Shirley 8; Shirleysburg 2^ 
Springfield 3; Tell 65 Todd 3; Union 2; Walker 2; Warrior's Mark Ij 
West 8—77. 

Schools, — Graded: — Alexandria 3; Huntingdon 6 — 9. 

Unclassified: — Barre 2; Brady 1; Clay 2 ; Cromwell 2; Dublin 1; Jack- 
son 2 ; Penn 2 ; Shirley 4 ; Shirleysburg 1 ; Springfield 2 5 Tell 6 j Todd 1 f 
Union 2—28. 

Teachers, — The examinations were commenced in August and held in all the 
districts. They were generally well attended by directors and citizens; in 
some cases the rooms being crowded with spectators, and much interest being 
manifested by all. 25 public examinations were held, besides a few private* 
These were conducted on the oral and written methods combined, which 1 
have found to be more advantageous than any other system pursued. 

Of the teachers examined, 116 expressed their intention of becoming per- 
manent teachers ; the remainder being either undecided or having concluded 
to engage in some other pursuit. 95 had read educational books, and works 
dfi teaching. 

' Those teachers who have received a course of instruction at the State Nor* 
^mal schools, have been most successful, and have almost invariably rendered 
full satisfaction. The institution will confer a favor on this county by send- 
ing us more of the same kind ) and while it is true that such teachers are and 
vnll be in demand, yet it is equally true that the present national troubles 
;have lamentably diminished their number; no profession having more readily 
responded to their country's call, or gathered more promptly to her rescue in 
\this hour of danger. 

The msitaCion of schools was commenced in the latter part of October. 
166 were visited, and of the remaining IS, some were temporarily suspended 
at the time of visiting the districts, while others were closed for the session 
before 1 could reach them. With my present experience, knowledge of the 
roads, and familiarity with the various localities, I expect by another year to 
be able to visit all without difficulty. 1 traveled, in conducting examinations 
and in visiting schools together, near 1800 miles (examinations 412, visita- 
tions 1372.) 

Moral Instruction, — In 92 schools the scriptures were regularly read, and 
10 of these were opened with prayer or accompanied with moral instruction, 
either orally or preceptively. That the moral education of any of our youth 
and the elementary religious training which should enter into and accompany 
all systems of education, should be neglected in the schools of our county, is 
much to be regretted. It is an evil from the effects of which society now 
suffers, and the sad results of which the experience of future years may de- 
monstrate! when too late to remedy the disastrous consequences. 1 have, so 
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far, loBt no opportunity of impressing the importance of these truths on th# 
minds of parents, teachers and schools, and trust that my efforts in this direo- 
tion have not been entirely unsuccessful. 

Ifutitutes. — Our county institute, which had slumbered for the last two or 
three years, wasrevired, and two sessions, of two days each, were held ; one at 
Huntingdon, during the winter holidays, and one at Mount Union, commenf* 
oing on the 22d of February. The attendance at both was small, the time of 
holding them being rather ill chosen, and the interest manifested by the citi> 
zens being very limited, the existing national difficulties having engrossed 
the public mind to the exclusion of every other subject. We were assisted 
at the former by Dr. Barrowes, t^tate Superintendent, and at the latter by 
Prof. £. Brooks, of the State Normal school. Our citisens having never yet 
manifested any disposition to assist in defraying the expenses or even to 
countenance the effort, — the advantages derived from lectures and addresses 
by speakers and lecturers from a disutnce have, therefore, to be in most casea 
denied us for the present. 

District institutes have been organized in a^ number of the districts — Franlfr* 
Jin, Morris and Porter, Shirley and Cromwell, Clay, Henderson and Todd-— 
some of which have been well attended, interesting and productive of much 
improvement, especially in the last named district. Where they were regt»- 
larly kept up, attended and participated in by teachers, directors and citizens, 
the eiTect on the schools of the district has been highly favorable. 

Progress, — This being my first year, I am, perhaps, not sufficiently conwa- 
aant with the situation of the schools hitherto to be able to report satisfactorily 
as to progress and advancement. I think, however, that there has been soiise 
improvement both in scbolarnhip and in the manner of imparting instruction, 
during the year; while there is evidently a disposition manifested by direo- 
lors generally to meet more fully the responsibility resting upon them. 

Press. — i am under obligations to the local press for the valuable servioa 
rendered in the cause, by the gratuitous publication, from time to time, of 
«al]s for examinations, meetings of institutes and proceedings, together with 
other matters of interest and importance ; and the establi^thment in one of our 
county papers of a departn^nt devoted exclusively to educational offaira, 
under my own immediate supervision and control, has, I have reason to ba- 
lieve, been a valuable auxiliary. 

Public Sentimtnt. — The prevailing sentiment of the county, so far as I am 
able to judge, is decidedly favorable to the system and steadily improving^ 
There may ia cases be objections mado to the manner in which the taxes am 
assessed, or in which the funds are applied, but objections to the system as a 
whole are seldom heard. Our county is unequally divided in regard to wealth 
and facilities lor supporting schools; and while a portion is able, by extend- 
ing the school term and paying a libetal salary, to oiier inducements for 
securing competent teachers, the other portion, consisting perhaps of mora 
-than one-half the county, is comparatively poor. With few of the natural r^ 
aources possessed by the other, and without the advantages referred to, the 
latter is compelled iu many cases to the employment of incompetent teachers 
as tlie only alternatii^e presented. This portion has been hitherto somewhat 
neglected and demands some further attention. 



Indiana Countt. — S. P. BoUman. 



School Houses, — Sufficient in all important requisites : — 5 in Armstrong ; 
1 in Blairsville ; 1 in Burrell ; 5 in Centre ) 5 in Coaeaiaugh ; 1 ia Clarksburg: 
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5 in Greene ; 5 in Cberryhiil ; 1 in Indiana ; 1 in West Liebonon ; 2 in East 
•Mahoning; 2 in West Wheatfield ; 2 in Wtkite; 5 in Ycuing; 1 in George* 
rille— 41. 

Entirely onfit either in location or structure : — In Armfl^rong 6 ; Blacklick 
5; Brush VaUey 4; Burreil 5; Centre 4; Gonemaugh 3; Cberrv Tree 1; 
•Cherryhiii 3 ; Canoe?; Jacksonville!; East Mahoning 2 ; West Mahoning 
5; Sotiih Mahoning 6; Montgomery 5; Pine 7; Kayne 7; Saltshurg 1; 
Shek>€ta 1; Washington 6; Wheatfield, East 5; Wheatfield, West b; White 
7; Yopng2; Smicksburg 1; Taylorsville 1 — 100. 

During the piist year the Indiana school building (Union) has been com- 

£leted at a cost of $11,000. It contains six school rooms and a large lecture 
alii all finished and furnished in the latest style. Size of house, 73X66, 
two stories high, with cupola and bell. The Blairsville school house (Union) 
has also been re-modeled, and furnished during the past year. 

The meanest house erected during the year, was in Washington distric^-^ 
half the desks were either loose, or had fallen down, before the term was 
half through. 

Furniture and jipparatus. — There are only two houses complete in this re- 
spect, viz : — ^Indiana and Blairsville. 

Altogether .deficient in furniture and apparatus : — Armstrong 5 ; Blacklick 
6; Burreil 4; Brush Valley 4; Canoe 6; Centre 4; Gonemaugh 4; Cherry 
Tree 1; Cherjyhill 5; Jacksonville 1; Mahoning, East 4; Mahoning, West 
5; Pine 9; Rayne 6; Montgomery 10; Sahsburg 1; Smicksburg 1; Whea^ 
field, East 6 ; Wheatfield, West 3; White 8 ; Young 5 ; Taylorsville 1 ; Wash- 
ington 7 ; Shelocta 1—107. 

Schaoh — Graded:-:— 4 in Blairsville; 6 in Indiana; 2 in Sahsburg — 12. 

Ofot properly classified, vi? : — Blacklick 1; Burreil 1; Canoe 3; Centre 2; 
Cherryhiii 2; Gonemaugh 2; Greene 2; West Mahoning I; Montgomery 3; 
IJQuth Mahoning 1; Fine 1; Bayne 1; Brush Valley 1; Washington 1; 
West Wheatfield 2; East Wheatfield 1; Young 1—26. 

Tenckera, — Whole number of teachers examined during the year, 327; re- 
jected, 100; examined privately, 7; certificates annulled, none. 

Moral Instruofionp^-Scn^XMres read in all our schools; moral instruction 
from text- hook, none; orally and preceptiirely, 143. 

Visitation of Schools, — 202 schools were visited once; 21 twice; 6 thrice; 
and 6 not at ail* Tp four of tiiese we went twice, in order to visit, but found 
them not in session, either from sickness of teacher or pupils. Two were 
started earlier than the schools in their districts, and were out before we 
csLxne around. General average length of visits, U hours. Whole number of 
directors in county^ 189; nura.ber who visited with us, 10. 

Jnfi(itutes,'-r-l County institute, session 4 days; 1 Union institute (4 Dis- 
tricts) session, 2 days. Present at County institute, 70 teachers; at Union, 
£3 teachers. 

District institutes were held in Armstrong, Canoe, N. Mahoning, Wasb- 
ingtpn, Gonemaugh, Fine, Burreil, Centre, West Wheatfield — 9; members in 
each, from 8 to 12; number of misetings during t)l^ term, from 4 to 8; efiect 
on the districts, when well conducted, always good. In several other dis- 
tricts, there were associations, debating clubs and mock legislatures, kept 
up by citizens and teachers combined. EfiTect of these on the common schools 
not particularly beneficial. 

District Superintendents. — Whole number of districts having paid district 
superintendents, 4, viz : — Bj^rrell, Brush Valley, Indiana, Young. Effect of 
district superintendency clearly beneficial, 

ThisAeryice is also gratuitously performed in Armagh, Cherry Txee, Clarka- 
^Kug) Gepi!geyill^» SroliaVahurg.an4 Xayhvsvillp* 
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Progrt8$ in Di$trict4» — A gradual aad solid tadran^ement has bqen mpide 
in some diatricts, bu^ not of such specicU characier as to warrant ooticp—-ea* 
peciallj as such advancement is not due to directors, but rather to a iaudabb 
ambition on the part of th^ teachers^ where such progress has been made. 
The lowering or reducing qf the wages in several districts, fj^om former stand- 
ards, has bad (we think) an unfavorable efiect on the schools in said districts. 
Those most noted for this kind of policy, are Brush Va|ley, Cherryhill, ^ast 
and ^outh Mahoning, Montgomery aqd tiayne. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment is favorable to the sya- 
tem, and we feel assured, is slowly and surely gainii^g ground* The desire of 
community seems to be, to have the provisions of the system executed accord- 
ing to the letter and spirit, manifest in the act of May 8, 1854. Faith in th^ 
system is becoming more general, and is taking deeper root in the hearts of 
its friends, and itb necessity ^ in all its essential J eat ure^, one of the finned facts 
amongst comH,unity. 

Plan of next campaign, — We find from ezperiencp and careful observation, 
for several years, that good teachers and suitable, well furnished houses, make 
good schools, and that the people cheerfully sustain the system -under suck 
circumstances ; hence we shall: 

Ist. Thoroughly sift the teaching ^corps, and firmly reject the bad and in- 
differetU, retaining only those who are successful, and manifest clearly the 
characteristics of the *' true teacher." 

2d. In our official capacity, in contact with directors and citizens, wp 
shall endeavor to mould and cultivate a public sentiment, that shall ipipera' 
iively ask suitable school houses and appropriate apparatus. 

3d. We propose to make it a part of the conditions upon which a certifi- 
cate be granted, or held, that teachers study one or more works upon the 
theory and practice of teaching; and (where proper encouragement is givep 
by directors) to organize and maintain district institutes, while actually en^- 
ployed in teaching. 

Suggestions, — We respectfully suggest a reduction of the number of direp- 
tors in each district to three, and that their meetings be limited by law, ftnd, 
they paid for their services. Again : Would it not be judicious in our Leg- 
islature, to stimulate the erection of suitable houses by furnishing complete 
school apparatus, for all houses erected within a certain time, and coming up 
to a certain standard 1 

And, last though not least; — Shall we not have our salaries graded by the 
same power, according to the work to be accomplished 1 So long as this fs 
not the case, many directors will take the lowest bidder, instead of the most 
competent. If a fair price must be paid, a good article will be insisted on* 

From the distracted state of the country, and the probable, ill timed policy 
of some boards, we anticipate a year of hard and toilsome efibrt, if we move 
^^onward and upward.'' But by the blessings of that kind Providence, which 
has brought us through years of toil and many withers'* storms, in the causp 
of common school education, we hope next year to give a good account of 
Indiana. 



Jefferson County. — Samuel JiTElhose, 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Brookvillc bor. 8; Bell 1; Clover 2; Knox 
4-j Oliver 3; Perry 5: Pine Creek 1; Porter 1; Rose 2; Kinggabi 4; UnioU 
2; VVinslow 4; \Vaahingto^ 1; Warsaw 1; Young 1 — 35. 
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InsufBcient : — ^Brookville bor. 2; Beaver 2; Eldred 1; Heath 1; Hender- 
lOQ 1; P^rry 1; Pine Creek 1; Porter 2; Punxsotawney bor. 2; Koee 1; 
Ringgold 1 ; Snyder 2; Union 1 ; Washington 5 — ^23. 

Furniture and Jipparatus. — I cannot report any school hoase in this eonnty 
^' supplied with comfortable and tasteful furniture and adequate apparatus.'' 
Number of school houses with '* medium furniture and apparatus," none. 
-Number with ** insufficient furniture and destitute of apparatus," thirty:-^ 
Brookville2; Beaver 3; Bell 1; Clover 2; hidred 1; Gaskill 1; Heath 2; 
Henderson 1; Perry 1; Pine Creek 1; Porter 2; Punxsutawney 1; King^ 
gold 1; Rose 2; Snyder 1; Union 1; Washington 5; Winslow I; Toung 
1. There are eighty-five school houses which have furniture of a pretty good 
quality. 

Schools — Graded: — 5 in Brookville; 2 in Corsica; 2 in Troy, and 2 in 
Punxsutawney — 11. Ungraded schools, with reasonably good classification 
of pupils, and a general uniformity of books in the townships, 105. 

Vititation, — With two or three exceptions, all of the schools were visited 
once, and about thirty-eight the second time. There are about 156 school 
directors in the county, of whom not over forty visited schools with me ; yet 
I heard of quite a number visiting schools, whom 1 had not the pleasure of 
meeting. As in the past years, I observed tbe method of proceeding in the 
tnanner of hearing recitations by the teacher — the attention and care bestowed 
by pupils and teacher — tbe order in schools and the application to study — 
heard recitations myself by taking charge of the class — and, before leaving 
the school-room, I spoke to the scholars on such matters as 1 deemed nece9- 
aary and appropriate on the occasion. ISuch was ray usual practice at each 
school. 

Imtttuies. — Two institutes were held in the county in the last year— one 
in Brookville, during a week, with an attendance of fifty teachers; the other 
in Ringgold, with an attendance of thirty teachers. Besides those, I held a 
*' school for teachers " in Brookville, during two weeks, just preceding the 
institute — attendance, thirty. 

There were but two district institutes held in the county in the late school 
year. They met every other Saturday. There was much more life in the 
schools, and more success attended those under the care of the teachers who 
attended the institutes, than I had seen before in any of the five preceding 
years, within the bounds of those district institutes. 

District Secretaries. — In Bell, Knox, M'Calmont, Oliver, Ringgold and 
Warsaw townships, the secretaries of the school boards acted as district svh 
perintendeats, and used the '^sheets" provided by the Department. The 
efifect of the visits of those gentlemen on the schools was, generally, excel- 
lent, being a great aid to teachers in the government of their schools; and 
the practice should be encouraged and insisted on, until every township in 
the 8tate is induced to take advantage of the benefits arising to the schools 
from their visits. 

Progress in Districts, — While I consider that no district in the county re- 
trograded in the cause of common school education, there were two or three 
that did not make much advance over former years; and in Oliver and Bell 
districts, where more than usual attention was given to the selection of teach- 
ers, and in whose limits district institutes were regularly held, very much 
more than their usual improvement in former years, was plainly visible. 

Public Sentiment ,^^^0 demonstration has been made in the county againet 
the stability of the school system under the act of 1854, in the past four years ; 
yet, occasionally, you may hear one here and another there opposing the pro- 
priety of the existence of the county superintendency. While this is eo^ 
many now willingly acknowledge the necessity of the office, and are its warm 
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advocate*, who formerly, if not against it, did not tlpeak in defence of it. I 
feel conlSdent that public sentiment respecting the system, as it now standi, 
18 favorable and improving. 1 attribute this to the greater attention given to 
the exeeation of the law — the closer attention of teachers to the discharge of 
their duty in the school-room — the general success attending their labors, 
and the general care taken by directors in the selection of teachers. 

Plans for next year. — I deem it best not to deviate much, in the work of 
the present year, from the course pursued in the last year. I propose, how- 
ever, to make an effort to hold more public meetings in the coming wioteTi 
than heretofore, in different parts of the county, and to secure, if possible, 
the organization of more district institutes. 



Juniata County. — J. if. Porter. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Beal 2; Delaware 1; Fayette 2; Fermanagh 
1; Lack f); Mifiiintown 1; Milford 3; Monroe 1; Patterson 1; PerryvilW 
1; Susquehanna 2; Spruce 4; Turbeti; Tuscarora 1; Walker 2 — 31. 

Insufficient: — Beal 2; Fayette 2; Fermanagh 1; Greenwood 2; Lack 2; 
Milford 1 'y Monroe 1 ; Susquehanna 2; Spruce 1 ; Tuscarora 3; Walker 2 — ^19. 

Four new houses were built last summer, all on plans from the School 
Architecture, one in Lack and one in Fermanagh, both neat and respectabW 
superstructures; one in Spruce, a large and splendid house — the seats in this 
room are set on frames, open, so that it is easy to keep the room perfectly 
clean ; and one in Fayette, at Oakland Mills. This house is a large two story 
brick, designed to be used as a district high school, and reflects much credit 
on the enterprize of the board of directors and citizens. Four new houses 
are under contract to be built this summer on the most approved modern plan. 

Furniture. — Sufficient : — Beal 2 : Delaware 3 ; Fayette 2 ; Farmanagh 1 ; 
Lack 5; Mifflintown 1; Milford 3; Monroe 2; Patterson 1; Perry ville 1; 
Susquehanna 2 ; Spruce 4 ; Turbet 4 ; Tuscarora 1 ; Walker 2 — 34. 

Insufficient: — Beal 2; Delaware 2; Fayette 2; Fermanagh 3; Greenwood 
2; Lack 2; Milford 1; Monroe 1; Susquehanna 2; Spruce I; Tuscarora 3; 
W^alker 5—26. 

Schools. — Graded: — Miffiintown 8; Patterson 2 — 5. 

UnclassiOed: — Beal 2; Fayette 3; Fermanagh 1; Greenwood 2; Lack 4; 
Miffiintown 1; Milford 2, Monroe 3; Susquehanna 2; Tuscarora 4; WaW 
ker 4 — 28. 

A prompt efibrt was made to classify our schools, but owing to slow intro- 
duction of regular series of books, one-half of the session wa8 passed before 
the work was accomplished. We succeeded in regularly classifying 64 schools 
and the remainder partially. 

Teachers. — Eighty-one of our teachers manifested a commendable zeal, and 
labored industriously and successfully. Ten lacked in tact and ability to 
meet the fulfilment of the duties of the truly successful teacher, and four 
were entirely out of place. Seventy-six design making teaching their pro- 
fession, if they are sustained; the remainder uncertain. 

Boards of directors retard and injure the prosperity of the cause by reducing 
the wages of competent teachers, inasmuch as that course of procedure forces 
out the most competent and compels them to seek employment elsewhere, 
and their placeil are filled by those less qualified to instruct and elevate the 
mental and moral powers of youth ; consequently a serioui loss to commi^- 
Bity in a pecuniary and mental point of view. . 
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Visitation, — I. gavfi tvvo vUita to ea^di s^booji, of 3 kffutn 9ach, and tp 

On my second viaLt, we gave ap invitation to parents and held a public ejc- 
aniination of the difieient schools. We generally had a respectable attendanct, 
and parpntB and Tisitors seemed interested and pleased, and in many instances 
passed a yote of thanks and copami^ndation to the teachers. Diiectoca gena- 
jifiily accompanied mfi on my visits* 

The whole punc^ber of directcxrs in the county is 96, of whom 79 accompa- 
nied i^ie on my visits in their respective districts. 

Jnstitut£8*'^'thete were 3 county institutes held, at twp of which over 4^ 
teachers attended. The meetings wexe largely attended by directors, patrons 
and visitors, and much interest was manifested by both teachers and visitors. 

Turbet, Spruce, Tuscarora and Delaware held regular institutes serai- 
monthly; Patterson, Monroe and Fayette, occasionally. In every instance 
the effect was productive of much ^ood. 

Moral Instruction.- — In the majority of our schools, the exercises were 
iaaroduced by reading a portion of scripture, and in all (4 excepted) moral 
•instruction was given orally. 

Helps to the Cauae^ — I furnished each teacher with a class chart, so as to 
be able to accolnpli^h more efiectually a regular classification* I also furnished 
^ch board of directors with blank approval certificates, to grant to faithful 
tochers, comniending their efl^orts and success. 

Progress in Districts. — Delaware, Walker, Fermanagh, Turbet, Sprace, 
Tuscarpra, Perrysville bor. and Patterson bor. made a marked progress, and 
jome schools in other districts made a highly pleasing improvement, viz : 1 
in Mifflin bor., 5 in Fayette^ '2 in Susquehanna, 3 in Milford, 1 in Greenwood 
imd 3 in Beal. The remaining schools (i excepted) made a moderate ad- 
Tancemeat. In the districts that made a marked advancement, the boards of 
directors were vigilant and active, and in the other districts only a few of 
the members of the board seemed tp feel the importance of the trust com- 
niitted to the<n. In every instance where the teacher was a living, active, 
ipd-ustrious and energetic individual, we had a respectable advancement. 

Public Smtiment. — In this county w^ have a great many warm and devoted 
friends of popular education, and the feeling expressed is in general favorable. 
It may be that the national difficulties in which we are placed may dampen 
the feelings and energies of many, and partially paralize the educational 
movement. On the whole, we are prospering and hope to realize an onward 
•apd still more successful session the coming term. 



LANpASTEa County. — David Evans. 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Adam^town 2; Bart 2; Ceernarvon 2; Clay 6; 
Cocalico, East 1 ; Cplerain 1 ; Columbia 5 ; Conestoga 6 ; Conoy 5 ', Donegal, 
East 5; Dpn^g^l, West 3j Drumore 7; Earl 10; Earl, East 5; Earl, West 5; 
^den 1; Elizabeth 1; EpbrataS; Fulton 3; Hempfield, East 6 ; Hempfield, 
West 3; Lampeter, Ea^t^G; Lampeter, West 8; Lancaster city 29; Lancaj^ 
ter twp. 3; Leacock 1; Leacock,.Uppisr 7; Litiz 1; ^Little Britain 2; Man- 
helm twp. 9 'j Manor 13 ; Marietta 7 ; Mount ^oy twp^ 2 ; Martic 2 ; Paradise 7 ; 
Penn 8 ', Pequa 3 ', Pcpyidence 4; ^pho 4 j Sadsbury 4 i Safe Harbor 1 ; Salis- 
bury 7; Strasburg bor. 2; Strasburgtwp.7; Warwick 10; Washington 2 — 236. 

Insufficient : — Bart 1 ; ^recknoc|c 6 ; Carnarvon 5 ; Clfiy 1 ; Cpcalico, EaH 
S; Colerain 7; Columbia 6; Cqnestoga 1; Donegal, West i^ Drumore 5; 
Earl 1 ; Earl, East 2 ; Earl, Vf^sL % ; E4ien X\ .6ii?.abeth %\ JEpbi^ta » ; Ful- 
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ton 1; Hempfield, East 2; Heropfield, West 5; Lancwiter city 1; Leacocif 
2; Leacock, Upper 1; Little Brit«Lin 3; Munheim boro' 3; Manor 3; Monnjt 
Joy boro' 2 ; Martie 3 ; Paradue 2 3 Pequa 3 } Providence 3 ; Rapho 7 ; Sada- 
bury 1 ; Salisbury 7 — 95. 

Furniture. — Sufficient: — Adam9town 2} Bart 4; Gasrnarvpn 3; Clay 6.; 
Cocalico, East 1 ; Colerain 1 ; Columbia 3; Cooestoga ^j Conoy 6 ; Donegal, 
East 8; Donegal, West 4} Drucnore 6; Earl 12; Earl, East 4; Earl, West 
S} Eden 1; Elizabeth 1; Epbrata 9; Fulton 3; Hempfield, East 4; Hen^p- 
field, West 6; Lampeter, East 8; Lampeter, West 8; Lancaster city 29 j 
Lancaster twp. 3; Leacock I3 Leacock, Upper 9; Liti2 1; Little Britain 5j 
Uanbeim twp. 10; Manor 16; Marietta 6; Mount Joy boro' 1; Mount Joy 
twp. 4; Martie 4; New Militown 1; Paradise 7; PennS; PeqMa5; Prov^ 
dence 3; Kapbo 7; Sadsbury 3; Salisbury 7; Strasburg borp' 2; Strasburg 
twp. 6; Warwick 10; Washington 2 — 263. 

Insufficient : — Brecknock 4 ; Csernarvqn 3 ; Clay 1 ; Cocalico, East 1 ; polsh 
rain 6; Columbia 7; Conestoga 2; Donegal, West 2; Drumqre 5; EarL 
East 2; Earl, West 2; Eden 1; Elizabeth 2; Ephrata 1; Fulton 2; Herapfiel^ 
East 2 ; Hempfield, West 3 , Lancaster city 1 ; Leacock 5 ; Leacock, Upper 1 ; 
Little Britain 1 ; Manheim boro' 3 ; Manor 3; Marietta 1 ; Mount Joy boro' 
8 ; Martie 2 ; Paradise 2 ; Pequa 1 ; Providence 3 ; Rapho 5 ; Sadsbury 4 ; 
JSalisbury 8—89. 

By sufficiency of apparatus is meant a full set of maps, a sufficient quan- 
tity of black-board, drawing charts, globes and all conr^mon apparatus neces- 
sary in a school. There are no schools in the county in which there is noyt 
some apparatus; but those schools in which it does not at all answer th^ 
purpose, are classed among the destitute. 

The number of schools that have a sufficiency of apparatus is not very larg^. 
This want is certainly to be deplored, especially iq primary graded schools,*- 
tbe minds in which must be reached in a great degree throuorh the eye. U 
oannot be expected that little clildren will turn their eyes all day long upon 
the meaningless letters of the alphabet, or dry spelling columns, without con- 
tracting a disgust for study, which will make it loathsome to them ever after- 
ward. Every such school ought to be furnished with cards, drawings an^ 
maps, and every child provided with a slate and pencil, so that all can amus# 
tiiemselves during the intervals between recitations, and be benefitted at the 
Hune time. 

Schools. — Graded: — Adamstown 2: Columbia 11; Conoy 3; Donegal, East 
4 ; Earl 6 ; Elizabethtown 3 ; Hempfield, East 2 ; Hempfield, West 2 ; Lan- 
oaster city 29 ; Litiz 1 ; Manheim boro' 3 ; Manor 4 ; Marietta 6 ; Mount Joy 
boro' 5; Kapho 4; Safe Harbojr 2; Strasburg boro' 3; Washington 2 — 92. 

Unclassified: — Brecknock 5; Caernarvon 3; Clay 2; Cocalico, East 2; Colum- 
bia 1 ; Donegal, West 3; Earl, East 1 ; Earl, West 2; Lancaster city 1 ; L<^* 
cock 2; Manheim twp. 2; Marietta 1 ; Mount Joy twp. 2; Penn 1; Kaphip 
2; Sadsbury 1; Salisbury 2; Warwick 2— 35. 

Teachers. — The prospect of increasing the number of professional teacherjS 
in the county is very good. The course of studies for the attainment of that 
end is becoming more settled, the means of acquiring the necessary qualifica- 
tion more numerous, and the demand for well qualified teachers more reli- 
able, every year. In addition to these reasons, it is but just to say that thji 
vocation of teaching is daily becoming more appreciated by those engaged ip 
it. The idea, which prevailed a few years ago, that a person can take charge 
of a school witi^out professional preparation, is fast being exploded, aod th^ 
impprtfince of method nnd kpowledge pf the fupdamental operations of the 
mind as the basis of the science of educatiqn, is mqre generally ackqowledgec}. 
it is ind^ siuprffij9g to fmi fhat Pf$P¥>&8 wUl ^P^y ^Q^ siti^ions lybo ^v^ 
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no idea of the first step to be talten in schobl orgnnization, and who, when 
asked, for instance, about the advancement of a pupil from the alphabet lo 
'spelling: and from spelling to reading, show by their reply that they have no 
more knowledge of the difficulty of the transition or plan for its aecomplisl^ 
ment, than a novice in clock- making has of the adjustment of the spring or a 
wheel to the object to be effected. 

There were during the year a few cases of appointment of teachers who 
did not possess certificates and who finally appeared for examination, that 
the directors might legally apply for their share of appropriation. In a few^ 
certificates could barely be granted. These cases will hereafter be aroided, 
by requesting directors to have all applicants examined in their own presence, 
lind by notifying them that by employing teachers without certificate they 
will incur the risk of losing their State appropriation. 

Sickness and necessary absence from home at the time, are the only groands 
on which an excuse for not appearing at the public examinations will be ac- 
cepted ', and even then a written request from the directors must be produced 
by the applicant, before he can be privately examined. I am very happy to 
state, however, that the number of this class is very small. 

Moral Instruction. — Number of schools in which the scriptures were reg^ 
larly read, 332; number in which moral instruction was given by means of a 
text-book, 3 ; number of schools in which a settled system of moral instru<^ 
tion was adopted, 347. 

There is no uniform method of imparting morals establi(>hed in the schooh 
of the county. The scriptures, as seen by comparing statistics with the 
former year, are now more generally read. This is done in various ways. 
Some teochers read a chapter or number of verses at the opening of school in 
the morning ; others have a set time for this exercjse, during the week, when 
the whole school take part in it ; while others use text-books and avail then^ 
selves of every opportunity that presents itself in the course of the recitation, 
to exercise the minds of the pupils on the right and wrong nature and reli^ 
tion of actions. This plan has a tendency to awaken conscience, the right 
direction of which is so desirable while the mind of the child is yet unbiased, 
and while the sentiments and affections can be directed as easily as the lithe 
twig. 

The moral character of our teachers is generally good. Only a few rumors 
of immorality became known, during my progress through the county, bat 
no certain knowledge was oblained of any. With this part of a teacher's 
qualifications, the directors are even more particular than with his literary 
acquirements. Much good is done in this direction. 

Visitation, — Number of times each school was visited, 1; average duration 
of the visits li hours; number of schools not visited, 11. 

The object of visitation is threefold ', firsts to confer with the directors on 
matters calculated to improve the schools, by making such suggestions and 
giving such plans for their own monthly visits as are practicable — in order 
to bring about a harmony of feeling and unanimity of purpose, and secure xhm 
-greatest benefit from this class of agents; second, to visit each teacher at his 
work in the school-room, and spend a sufiicient length of time with him 
to ascertain the measure of his ability to govern, the degree of completeness 
in his organization, his method of teaching and tact in imparting instruction, 
•nd also to note the deficiencies, if any, and suggest modes of correction ; 
third, to meet the people at some appointed place for the purpose of itiv- 
proving the sentiment oi the district towards the system, as discovered in tbs 
spirit and condition of the schools and in the interest taken by the directors,-^ 
pointing out the designs of the school law, soothing prejudices, adverting to 
the condition of the fcchoois, and, in this connection, referring to the defects 
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noticed in them and in the teachings and incidentally bringing up instance^ 
to impress them forcibly with the importance of correct teaching. 

Notice was given to the secretary of each board, of the time when I would 
be in the district and at what school it was designed to commence, request* 
ing him to inform the other members and invite their company through the 
district ; stating also where it was desired to close and the number of schools 
to be visited each day ; so that a route could be determined on and arrange- 
ments made for stopping for meals and for staying at night. The appoint- 
ment for meeting was also requested to be made known in time, that dup 
notice should be given over the district. Such a plan is indispensable in our 
county, where the labor is great and the time for visiting limited. The num- 
ber of directors is 345, of whom 163 were present at my visits. Whenever 
generally made known, some of the parents were also usually present at the 
echools. 

InsiittUes, — One county tnstittUe was held at Lancaster in December. 242 
teachers were enrolled. More were present, but their names were not en- 
tered. The exercises were of the same nature as at former institutes, with 
additional lectures on branches which it will soon be requisite to teach. It 
is thought better to adhere to the old routine, so long as the advancement of 
a majority of the teachers is not fully up to the standard, adding every year 
such other things, in way of preparation, as the progress of the schools de* 
mands. 

The number of regularly organized district associations in the county was 
twenty*two ; number of monthly meetings of each, two. There were a few 
more during the present than the preceding year. We have not yet succeeded 
in establishing them in those parts where they are most needed ] however, 
the influence of those already existing is gradually spre.iding over the adjoin- 
ing townships, and we hope it will not be long until we shall see this means 
of improvement fully introduced. 

The efl^ect on the schools where district institutes have been established, is 
certainly most gratifying. No better evidence of school life could be desired, 
than that which their elective working inspires. They bring the teachers 
together for mutual improvement in numbers, not so large as to prevent every 
one from taking part in the exercises, nor so small that everything in the 
routine of a teacher's duties cannot be taken up and practiced. At these 
meetings, local difficulties can be better dealt with than at larger gatherings, 
where, from the shortness of the time, the programme of exercises cannot 
always be so varied as to suit the needs of all the teachers. The district in- 
stitute affords great assistance to teachers not yet fully qualified, but eager 
to improve themselves. Some one is always present prepared to lecture on 
the brnnches required to be taught, and to give improved methods of instruc- 
tion. Ill this way, many of our oldest and best teachers gained their profi- 
ciency. But institutes accomplish another important object — they give the 
citizens of the district evidence that the te«ichcrs are in earnest at their work; 
thus inducing them to attend these meetings and securing their sympathy 
and co-operation. 

If directors were to give teachers the Saturdays for this purpose, and an 
additional day every month for visiting schools, the benefit would be very 
great. I take great pleasure in stating that this course has been pursued by 
gome districts, and time also given to attend the couuty institute. Among 
these was Lancaster city, the teachers in which, a fe^v excepted, attended 
the county institute the whole week, with marked efiect upon their schools. 

District Secretary, — In seven districts the secretaries act as visiting super** 
intendenta. This feature in school movement was early inaugurated and 
esieted with some degree of regularity for years. Owing to irregularity in 
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visitation bydirectot* and tbci eomseqti^nf iitjiirirortfae'sctiOtfli^ I fcare dtiHiigf 
the last year given th^ subject considerable ieittention and made such suggeiK 
tions and given such plans of operation as 1 thddght would benefit the schools, 
and have succeeded beyond expectation in giving h a practical shape. Sd 
rapid was the improvement of the schools in a particular district, in which 
there was not much life before, that mention of it was made in the district 
report. It is not intended to supersede directors* visits by that of the district 
superintendent, but to secure such regularity of visitation, monthly, as will 
bring all the schools in the district under one eye; so that whatever is found 
in one worthy of being permanently adopted, can be brought to the notice of 
all the others. The teachers thus also perceive that their success is appr^ 
eiated : at the same time a report on the condition of the schools will secum 
punctuality in attendance and care in study, on the part of the pupils. And 
when the official visitor takes notice of the number, studies, order and taste 
hi the schools, and, also, of the advancement of the classes in the several 
branches, — noting down the page reached in the text-book, and when he next 
visits, again noting the page to which they have advanced, with a short ex 
amination on what they have gone over, and a statement to the school of the 
result of his visit, — the effect upon the pupils cannot be doubted. It is hoped 
that other districts will follow the example of those which have made this 
advance movement. 

Progress in Districts. — Ten new houses were built last year. The phm 
and size of the buildings are regulated by the populousness and advancement 
of the districts in which they are erected, but adaptation to school purposes 
is generally regarded. 

There is a uniform average progress in the county from year to year. Oe- 
casiona lly a retrograde movement takes place that cannot for the time be coun- 
teracted ; but these districts soon recover themselves. There are also yet 
some townships in which no great signs of life are visible. 

The following districts have made decided improvement lately : Rapho, 
East Earl, Strasburg, West Lampeter, Eden and Colerain. The first four 
erected fine brick houses on suitable grounds. The last two made an advance 
in term and salary, and manifest more interest in the schools than formerly. 
Kapho especially deserves great praise for erecting a large brick house, at a 
cost of eleven hundred dollars, so arranged that two teachers can conduct 
recitations at the same time. When it is remembered that this has been one 
of the least progressive townships, and that this is the second building of 
the kind, the event is the more gratifying. In all these districts the director* 
begin to exercise greater care in the selection of teachers and give stricter 
attention to monthly visitation. 

Fulton, West Hempfield and Paradise did not hold their own during last 
school year, because of some local affairs. A strong school feeling, however, 
exists here that must make itself felt again before long. 

Those districts which have not improved much yet, generally pay too few 
salaries and keep the schools open too short a time to procure competent 
teachers. Until a forward step is taken in this direction, and the preference 
given to those who hold the best certificates, very little can be expected of 
them. 

Public Sentiment » — We are gradually gaining ground in this respect) — a 
result of improvement in the schools, which is obvious on comparing their 
present with their former condition. Teachers are becoming better qualified, 
education is more fully appreciated, and some of those who were hostile a 
few years ago, are now our warmest friends. But it cannot be denied that 
there is still a lurking opposition to the school system, showing itself when- 
ever it can be made eflbctual -, still, as there is no tmilormity of opinion on 
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any subject, we c&nnot expect it on this. After the present generation shall 
have died away, our canse wili be looked at in A different light. When those 
who are now pupils in the common schools and duly appreciate their ben^ 
fits, shall hare taken hold of the work, they will infuse itito it a new life. 

The opposition to the system may be traced to a few sources : FirH — Theve 
a;re still some persons entirely opposed to any more instruction than reading, 
writing and calculating. Opposition based on this ground comes mostly from 
the German part of our population, who are honest in their convictions, and 
will not adopt anything new until they see its practical effects. Once rightly 
informed, they will be our strongest auxiliary ; and thev are rapidly changitig 
their former convictions. Second — Some who are coldly with us now, and 
willing to keep the schools in operation as they now are, fear that we may 
push the school movement too far. Cherishing this suspicion, — instead of 
wisely providing for the future, they confine themselves sparingly to the pre- 
sent, and provide only for absolute necessity. Third — Another class stand in 
hostile array to the schools, becaase they l^ave to pay for their support. This 
is, after alt, the great cause of hostility. If schools could be sustained with- 
out taxation, not a murmur would be heard against them. And 'this opposi- 
tion is observed to exist, not so much in those of limited means, as amongst 
these of large estate with only a small family or none at all ; — not reflecting 
that all their possessions are secured by our laws, and that those laws are 
made by the learned, and kept inviolate only in proportion as the people in 
general are intelligent and moral. 

Difficulties in the way of Improvement, — The general condition of the schoolt 
is seen under the above heads. A few additional topics require notice: 

In every school where the pupils are of proper age and advancement, should 
be found a small Library of choice books, so that each pupil could take hom« 
a book weekly, and thus form the habit of reading. May it not be long until 
such a collection of books shall be in every school in the county! 

Directors do not always employ the best qualified applicants, but frequently 
make choice of those who are in destitute circumstances, regardless of quali- 
fication or experience. Sympathy is a noble trait ; but when it swerves an 
officer from the due performance of an important trust, it is as much out of 
place as it is injurious to the schools. Some boards, knowing the force of 
this influence, have passed and entered upon their minutes a resolution that 
only those who hold the best certificate shall receive the preference in ap- 
pointments. The practice thus intended to be extirpated exists most exten- 
sively in the towns. 

The teachers are not kept long enough at one school. Much time is lost 
in this way. The acquaintance of the teacher with the pupils must be made 
and their advancement ascertained, every year. This evil prevails most in 
the rural districts. 

Objection is occasionally made to the office of County Saperintendent, be- 
cause not more than one visit of an hour and a half can be made to each 
school, yearly. To those not skilled in teaching and not knowing where to 
direct the eye to see the working of a school, the objection seems plausible. 
It is found to be of less force, however, when the object of visitation is rightly 
understood. 

The amount of labor to be done in this county makes it necessary that 
traveling be commenced in September, when the schools are just opening. 
Owing to the fact that the schools do not immediately fill up^ I am often 
asked to defer my visit until a later time, when the schools will be fuller and 
more can be shown. This cannot be done. The object of visitation is to do 
good to the teacher as well as the school, and the sooner it is attended to the 
better it will be for both. 
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LiWBKiicB CovMTT. — S. Morritou. 

School Hou$z$. — Safficient in all respects : — 1 in the borough of New Cas- 
tle and 1 in East New Castle-^2. 

Wholly defective and injurious to the health of youth: — North Beaver 3 ; 
Hickory 1 ) Mahoning 5 ; Pollock 1 ; Perry 2 ) Plain Grove 1 ; Pulaski 1 ; 
8henango 1 ; Slippery Kock 2 ; Taylor 1 ; Washington 1 ) Wilmington 3 ; 
Union 2—24. 

Two houses have been built in Little Beaver during the year that deserve 
credit, on account of iheir neatness and adaptedness to the convenience of 
pupils and teacher. Also, one in Union district, one in Washington, two in 
tiicott, one in Harlansburg, and one in Mahoning. 

Number of houses in the county built in accordance with plans taken from 
the Pennsylvania School Architecture, 57. 

Furniture and Jlpparatus, — School houses supplied with comfortable and 
tasteful furniture and adequate apparatus, necessary to constitute a house of 
first class : — ^New Castle borough 1 ] East New Castle 1 — 2. 

Insufficient furniture and apparatus : — North Beaver 4 ; Little Beaver 2 ; 
Mahoning 5 -, Neshannock 1 ; Hickory 2^ Pollock 1 ; Perry 2; Plain Grove 1 ] 
Pulaski 2) Scott 1; Shenango 2; Slippery Kock 3; Taylor 1; Washington 
1; Wayne 1; Wilmington 5; Union 2 — 36. 

Mitcheirs Outline IVfaps, full set, have been purchased by the directors in 
sjeven of our districts. These maps are very useful, and should be furnished 
in every school. 

Schools, — Well graded : — New Castle borough 7; East New Castle 5 j Pu- 
laski district, Pulaski 2; W^ilmington district. New Wilmington 2 — 16. 

No schools without classification of pupils and uniformity of text-books. 

Teachers* — Most of our teachers are making use of every means in their 
power to improve themselves, not only in literary qualifications, but in the 
theory and practice of teaching also. 

There were two select schools taught last summer ; one in the borough of 
New Castle, under the supervision of Mr. Gantz, the well known and efficient 
principal of the union school ; the other in East New Castle, by C. H. Dun* 
lap, principal of the union school. Many of our teachers attended these 
si^ools, with the special view of preparing themselves for teaching in our 
common schools. These schools are both open this spring, under the same 
supervision. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were regularly read at the opening of 
the schools, in the morning, in every school in the county, as a devotional 
eocercise. 

Visitations, — Visited, through the summer, 51 schools) during the winter 
term 122; in all 173. Average duration of visits to each school, 2 hours. 
On account of the shortness of the winter term, and the schools all being in 
operation at the same time, there were 14 schools which 1 could nut visit* 
Whole number of school directors in the county, 114 ; of whom one or more 
accompanied me at the visitations of all the schools in every district, ex* 
cept in 2. Frequently three or four went round to every school in their 
districts. 

County Institutes J 1 ] duration 3 days; attended by upwards of 100 teachers. 
This institute, held at New Wilmington, was well attended by nearly all the 
teachers of our county, and received the cordial co-operation of the professors 
of the college. The exercises of the college were suspended, and students, 
teachers, doctorsi professors and all heartily joined in the exercises of the 
institute. 
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District institutes were held in every district, except three or foar. They 
usually met once a week, and both parents and teachers were well entertained 
and instructed by these efficient a^ncies of education. 

Progress in Districts, — ^Districts which made marked progress in educa- 
tional improvement during the year by the effort of their directors : — Big 
Beaver, N. Beaver, L. Beaver, Neshannock, Plain Gh'ove, Washington, Wayne, 
Ferry, Slippery Hock, Pulaski, New Castle borough. Union aud Shenango. 

Public SeniimefU, — ^The citizens of this county are awake to their trot 
educational interests and highly approve of the present conunon school sys- 
tem. The opposition heretofore existing against the county superintendency, 
is about taking its exit. Notwithstanding the war excitement, the directors 
have all levied the usual school tax, and many of our schools are now in 
operation and all intended to be open after harvest. 

Plans for next year. — We wish to have literary societies organized in each 
school, to meet once a week ; and the teachers of one or two districts to meet 
semi-monthly, for mutual improvement in the theory and practice of teaching, 
to discuss all matters of interest in the profession, and to frame resolutions 
to be presented to the annual institute of the county for discussion. Also^ 
that at some proper time, all teachers holding provisional certificates of a 
certain grade, be requested to meet in New Castle for examination, for the 
purpose of receiving permanent certificates. This will stimulate teachers to 
qualify themselves. 



Lebanon County. — Henry Houck. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — North Annville 1; South Annville 3; Bethel 
11; Cornwall 8; East Hanover 7; Heidelberg 4; Jackson 10; Lebanon bor. 
3 ; Lebanon bor., North 1 ; Lebanon tp., North 6 ; Lebanon tp.. South 
9 ; Londonderry 10 ; Mill Creek 4 ; Swatara 2 — 79. 

Insufficient: — North Annville 2; South Annville 2; Cornwall 1; East 
Hanover 2 ; Heidelberg 3 ; Jackson 1 ; Swatara 6 ; Union 6 — 23. 

Under this head I would mention that two new school houses, both of brick, 
have been erected during the past year— one in South Annville and one in 
East Hanover. The one first alluded to, is the finest public school house in 
the comity, outside of the town of Lebanon. It was built in accordance with 
plans found in Pennsylvania School Architecture. The board of directors had 
to encounter a great deal of opposition in this enterprise ; but they completed 
the work, and the intelligent portion of their community give them credit foi^ 
what they have done. The one in East Hanover is likewise built on an im- 
proved plan, but cannot compare with the one first named. 

Furniture, — Sufficient : — South Annville 1 ; Cornwall 2 ; Lebanon bor. 7 ; 
Lebanon bor., North 4; Lebanon tp.. North 1 — 15. 

Insufficient: — North Annville 11; South Annville 5; Bethel 7; Cold 
Spring 1; Heidelberg 12; Jackson 18; Lebanon bor. 8; Lebanon tp., North 
5 ; Londonderry 3 ; Swatara 9 ; Union 9 — 88. 

Schools. — Graded schools in this county : — Lebanon borough has 15 ; North 
Lebanon bor. 4, and Londonderry 2 — 21. The remaining number, 142, come 
tinder the head of ungraded schools, but with proper classification and uni- 
formity of text-books. 

Moral Instruction, — The Bible was read daily in all the schools except 10, 

and hardly a single one was met with, in which moral instruction was not 

given, orally at least. 1 met no text-book upon this subject in any of the 

schools, though I do think that Emma Wiilard's <• Morals for the Young,'' or 

7 
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tome other good work of the kind, aioQg^ with daily reading the scriptaiM, 
should be introdnced into every school. 

Visitation. — I visited all the schools except the one at Kausch Gap, for 
which 1 had started, bat having met with an aocident just this side of the 
mountain, I was obliged to return. 60 were visited twice, and 26 thrice. 
There are 96 directors in this county. I was accompanied at different time* 
by about 40. Parents do not as yet visit the schools as frequently as they 
should ; though this duty was better attended to daring the past term, than 
at any time heretofore, in South Lebanon and Cornwall, where every teacher 
keeps a register, I found upwards of 800 visits recordedy^-HDore tbyan in thm 
other districts taken together. 

Institutes. — Our county institute met once during the year, and conti&oed 
in session 3 days. It was attended by upwards of 140 of our ovm teacber^-^ 
only about 15 being absent. Profs. Wickershamand Bates rendered os most 
efficient service. I would likewise mention that Adam Grittinger, Esq., 
member of Lebanon school board, gave us a lecture on penmanship^ whick 
was highly appreciated. Most of our clergymen attended, and took an actire 
part in our discussions, and thus added much interest to the meeting. Lasl^ 
though not least, quite a number of the scholars connected with our public 
schools formed themselves into a class, and interspersed oor exercises with 
excellent singing. One of the good results of this has been, that many of the 
teachers who attended the institute, have since introduced vocal music inti> 
their schools. The time to attend the institute was granted to the teachers 
in all the districts, except four. 

District institutes H — only 4 districts not having any, and one of these is 
Cold Spring which has but one teacher. They were kept up successfully in 
6 districts, whilst in the others from 4 to 6 meetings were held. All the 
teachers, with few exceptions, attended the institutes in their respective dis- 
tricts; and in such townships as South Lebanon, Cornwall, Londonderry and 
Mill Creek, where every alternate Saturday was granted for this purpoee, 
and the teachers required to attend or lose the time, they resulted in much * 
benefit to the schools. This plan should be adopted in every district ; and in 
Lebanon borough, instead of having a district institute, there should be a 
Normal school, (the two boroughs uniting,) to be conducted by the teachers 
of the high schools in the two boroughs, and every teacher compelled to at- 
tend. In the city of Reading, Potts ville and other places, where the public 
schools are most complete, the above pian is in active operation, and produces 
the most beneficial results. 

Progress in Districts, — The districts that made the best progress, are Corn- 
wall, South Lebanon, South Annviile, Mill Creek and Londonderry. HiJfoe 
have retrograded, but many should have done better. The reason why some 
have not made any progress is, that anti-school men, who of course want 
short terms and cheap teachers, have been elected to serve in the school board; 
and where such is the case, progress is out of the question. Bethel, Jaokaon 
and Heidelberg, among the wealthiest districts in the county, and the only 
ones that have 4 months school, should have five. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment is favorable. Of course thete 
are still foes to meet ; most of the opposition comes from those districts 
where the term is short, the wages low and the schools bad. Here, the in- 
telligent frequently con^plain, but show no disposition to make the schools 
better. If this class were to take the matter properly in hand, and see thst 
the right kind of men are elected as school directors, things would aoon 
ctiange for the better. Hardly any opposition is met with in districts whsffe 
the system is properly carried oat | ao that the best phin to make it pepiilat) 
is tp see that is properly administered. 
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Plana for next year» — 1 will, if possible, npt license aoy more teachers tlu^D 
are actually necessary, so that the best i\ifiy always \ifi chosen. And ^s JL fi^il 
that district institutes, covinty institutes and professional reading ^re gr^tly 
needed to bring out many oi our teacl^ers, 1 have resolveid to give no betifr 
figure than 3 in the theory and the pri^ctice of teaching to such as are not 
^qmiecjted with Xbfi Jpcal orgapizatipps for tj^e fidvancement of the profession, 
and who do not cind^^vor to acqujre information from edifcatipnal wprk;^ and 
journals. 

SfiggtatiQm* — In Jonestown, Annville, Scheafferstown, Meyerstown, Fred- 
Qdricksbvirg and Campbellstown, the schools should be graded. The saliiries 
should correspond with the grade of the school, and competent ladies sbooid 
be employed for the primary schools, at least, in this way each village might 
)iave its graded schools, and the expense would hardly be more than at piB- 
sent. Besides, all the advanced would be in the same school, instead of $pdr 
ii^ a few in each ; the schools would be more pleasant to teachers ai^d pupils, 
afid the progress far better. 

There should bq a few more good school houses in the borough of Lebanon, 
as the primary schools are entirely too much crowded, and in order to make 
room, scholars arc too frequently promoted to the higher schools before they 
are fully prepared. The consequence of this is, that the very lowest branches 
Dinst then be continued in the higher schools ; these, with the higher branches, 
cause so many branches to be taught, and so many classes, that as a m^t^r 
of course very little progress is made. In the first male school, for example, 
the teacher during the last session was obliged to have 16 di^erent classes. 
No promotions should be made except at the close of the term ; then only after 
a thorough examination of applicauts. In this way our scholars would feel 
Induced to remain the whole session, and instead of seeing our schools 
almost deserted during the last few mouths, the attendance would be uniform 
throughout the term. 



Lehigh County. — Tilghman Good. 

Houses. — Sufficient in every respect : — North Whitehall 8 ; Lower Macon^ 
gie 6 ; Millerstown borough 1 ; South Whitehall 5 ; Upper Milford 1 ; Emaus 
1 ; Washington 5 ; Upper Macungie 3 ; Upper Saucon 5 ; Lynn 7 ; Salisbury 
4 ; Hanover 6 ; Catasauqua 3 ; Ist ward, bor. of AUentown 2 ; AUentown 
diat. 4 — 61. 

Unfit for their purpose: — Lower Macungie 1; North Whitehall 1; Upper 
Macungie 2 ; South Whitehall 2 ; Washington 1 ; Heidelberg 4 ; Lowhili 4 ; 
Lynn Ij Salisbury 1 — 17. 

Catasauqua district has the best adapted school house in the county. Its 
dimensions are 45 by 54 feet, three stories high, and built upon a lot of 159 
by 1S9 feet. It has substantial and improved out-houses, laid out walks, and 
ibadc trees on all sides. With respect to its interior arrangement, conve- 
nience and style of furniture and apparatus, it is hardly surpassed by any 
cgtumon school building in the State. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — Sufficient : — North Whitehall 7 j Lower lULa- 
Gungie 6 ; Millerstown bor. 1 \ South Whitehall 5 ; Upper Milford 1 ; Emaus 
1 \ Washington 5 ; Upper Macungie 4 \ Upper Saucon 6 ; Lynn 1 ; Salisbury 
3; Hanover 1$ Catasauqua 3; First ward, AUentown 2; AUentown dist. 4r- 
60. 

Insufficient : — North Whitehall 3 ; Lower Macungie 2 ; South Whitehall 
.li Lower ]^ilf(Mrd 6 j Washington 1; Heidelberg 1\ Lowhili 4; Upper Ji(j]U 
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ford 1 ; Weisenberg 3 ; Lynn 1 ; Salinbary 3 — 34. A small number of cfaese 
arre snpplied with saitable black-boards. 

Schoo/s. — Well graded: — 4 in the First ward, Allentown, 8 in the borongh 
of Catasanqua, and 19 in Allentown — 31. 

Naraber of ungraded schools without proper classification, 35. 

Teachers, — The lowest figure in each branch on which proTisional certificates 
hare been granted 3, with few exceptions; and those the directors were spe- 
cially instructed not to Include in the list from which to make selections. 

No applicant will receire a certificate during the next year who cannot pass 
a medium examination in reading, writing, spelling, common arithmetic and 
geography, nor much below a medium in English grammar. 

Each district had its proportional share of good teachers, and the eridence 
of their efficiency and usefulness has been plainly risible. The most rapid 
strides of advancement have been in districts where the term was prolonged. 
In Upper Macungie, Hanover and Upper Milford, North Whitehall, Emaas, 
tipper Saucon and Lower Macungie, schools haye been sustained & and 6 
months ; in Allentown and Catasauqua districts, 10 months. Notwithstanding 
the irregularity of visits by directors in the Catasauqua district, its schools 
arre in a flourishing condition. 

The employment of female teachers in a number of the rural districts is a 
new feature, and has been attended with marked success. Not less than 32 
females were employed in the county. Of these, 9 were in the rural districts. 
It is a gratifying fact that, in respect to the good conduct and order of their 
pupils, their cleanliness and their attention to study and proficiency, these 
schools were excelled by none in the county. The importance and usefulness 
in employing competent female teachers during the coming term, will ear* 
nestly be pressed upon the minds of the several boards of directors. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were regularly read as a religious ex- 
ercise in 182 schools, and the same number were opened and closed with 
prayer. Moral instruction was also imparted by means of a tejK-book, or 
orally, regularly and profitably once a week in 153 schools. 

Visitation, — One official visit was paid to each school during the term, 
with two exceptions, one in Lynn and the other in South Whitehall districts. 
These schools were not in session at the time of visiting the districts, and 
were closed before time could be obtained to return thither. The average 
duration of visits was about^U hour. Whole number of directors in the county 
116 ; number accompanying the County Superintendent at the visitations 46 ; 
the highest number attending in a district was 5 ; the lowest 1. 

Institutes, — No county institute. Twelve district institutes were held 
during the year. In some districts the teachers convened weekly and others 
every other week. The whole number on the roll, including nearly all the 
teachers of those districts, was about 140. A marked improvement in the 
mode of teaching and government of schools, was visible in those districts. 
These institutes were generally well attended by the people, and have proved 
valuable appliances in awaking their minds to proper views upon the subject 
of education. 

Progress in Districts, — A marked improvement was made in the schools 
of the following districts, by the labor and efi!brts of their directors, viz : Up- 
per Macungie, Lower Macungie, Washington, Upper Saucon, South White- 
hall, North Whitehall and Salisbury. In the Lynn district, where the majority 
of the people were heretofore opposed to the common school system, a com- 
mendable degree of interest is manifested. Their directors are heartily and 
earnestly engaged in the good cause, and arc receiving the almost united sup- 
port of the people, in causing the erection of suitable buildings and supplying 
them with convenient furniture. Educational meetings are also much en- 
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oonniged. The teachers in this, and in sereral of the districts abore named, 
are bound by agreement to attend the meetings of teachers' institutes regtM*, 
larly, or suffer a deduction of one dollar in their salary for each absence^ 
unless a reasonable excuse can be stated. 

Much praise is due to the people of certain localities in the Lowhill and.. 
W'eisenberg districts, for their efforts in making np private subscriptions in . 
addition to the appropriations of the boards, to secure the services of conpe^. 
tent teachers. Two professional teachers were engaged by this means; od« 
cf them located at the Clausvilie school, and the other at Rupp's school houae^ 
These have not oi&ly proved themselves useful and eiRcient teachers, but at 
their district institutes have rendered much valuable instruction in the art of 
teaching, to the other teachers. 

The schools in the First ward, Allen town, are in charge of competent teacherai 
and are making good progress. The buildings are of modern style, aod well 
furnished with suitable seats, outline maps and spacious bInck*boarda. Tli^. 
directors are well quali^ed and assiduous in the discharge of their duties. 

The citizens of Allentown district, in the management of their school 
afiairs, have not been unmindful of the necessity of selecting school directors 
with respect to their qualification and iuterest manifested for the welfare of 
the schools. In this district the labor of visiting the schools is apportioned 
among the directors, so ss to enable each one to visit the schools under his 
immediate supervision at least once a week. At intervals the whole number 
of the schools is visited by committees of the board. The result of thesa 
▼isits is reported at each stated meeting of directors, and such action taken ' 
thereon as the exigencies of the matter require. To the unremitting attention 
of the director;;, aided by a corps of very efficient teachers, are due the thorough 
organization, discipline and success of the schools of this district, causing 
them to compare favorably with the schools in the town districts in any pact 
of the State. Perhaps to no single individual are the people here su much 
indebted as to Mr. Jonathan Heichard, who, from the infancy of the schools 
to the close of the present, with the exception a single year, has been a mem- 
ber of the board of directors. 



Luzerne County. — Mel Marcy, 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Abington 7; Bear Creek 1 ; Benton 2; Blnck 
Greek 2; Blakeley 2; Buck 2; Butler 3^ Carbondale city 1^ Carbondald 
tp. 3 ; Covinnrton 4 ; Dallas 3 ; Denison 2 ; Dorrance 1 ; Exeter 2; Fairmouni 
1 ; Fell 2 ; Foster 3 ; Franklin 2; Greenfield 2; Hazle bor. 2; Hazle tp. 8 ; 
HoUenback 1; Huntingdon 3^ Hyde Park 1; Jackson 1; Jefferson 2; Jen- 
kins 4; Kingston bor. 1 ; Kingston tp. 6 ; Lackawanna 2; Lake 2; Madison 
4 ; Nescopeck 3 ; New Columbus (new) 1 ; Newport 1 ; Newton 1 ; Pittston 
tp. 1 ', Pittston, West 1 ; Plains 3 ; Plymouth 4 ; Providence bor. 1 ; Provi- 
dence tp. .^ ; iiansom 1; Salem 4; Scott 4; Scranton 4; Slocum 2; Spring 
Brook 2; Sugar Loaf 7; Union 3; Wilkesbarre tp. 2; Wright 2; Waverly 
(new) 1—135. 

Insufficient: — Abington 5 ; Benton 4; Black Creek 2; Blakeley 3; Back 
1 ; Butler 2 ; Covington 2 ; Dallas 2 ; Dorrance 1 ; Exeter 2 ; Fairmount 3; 
Fell 1 ; Foster 1 j Franklin 2 ; Greenfield 3 j Hanover 4 ; Hollenbock 5 ; 
Huntingdon 2; Jackson 4; Jefferson 2. Kingston bor. 1; Kingston tp. 3; 
Lackawanna 2 ; Lake 2; Lehman 2; Madison 3; Nescopeck 2; Newport 3; 
Newton 3 1 Pittston bor. 3 ,* Pittston tp. 7 ^ Plains 1 1 Plymouth 3 ; Hansooi 
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2; RoBt 3; Salem 4; S6ott A; Scranton 1 ; Spring 0rook 1; Uhion ^; 
Wilkesbiin^ bor. 11; Wiikesbarre tp. 1—1 14. 

Of the Idt clftsB of school houses, the directors of Carbondale city hdve 
erected one, a large and commodious frdme huiiding, finished and furnished 
afce^ ihe tMp«t approved nrodern style, having apartments for four sepa^ikts 
schools. This school hits beeir in successful operation sinco January last, in 
dniygtf 6f Mr. A. J. Wells, an efficient teacher. Huntingdon has also erected 
tv^o splendid school hx>uses, at a cost of $1,000, each, of bricic, and designed 
for separate schools. The furniture is plain, but substantial and comfortable. 
The diret^ors of this district are doing a good work, and do not intend lo 
stop till the vrhole district is supplied. 

Good school houses, costing from four to eight hundred dollars, have also 
been erected during; the year in several other districts. Among the best of 
these, we nnay mention those of Scott, Blakeley, Covington, Nescopeck, Union, 
Stflem mid Plymouth. 

During the year the directors of Jenkins have finished their beautiful ttvo* 
story brick building, and furnished it in the best modern style. The school 
is now in charge of Mr. T. S. Briggs, and promises to give entire satisfaction. 

Of the insufficient, or *^such, as from their defectiveness, deserve to be held up 
to pnblic notice," an unduly large proportion is to be found in the most wealthy 
districts. Duty compels me to say that in Wiikesbarre, the connty seat of 
this large and influential county, and one of the wealthiest towns on the 
Sustjuehanna, there are no less than eleven school houses, or school- rooms, 
that are, in all respects, totally unfit for use; only two that are susceptible of 
heibg made tolerable by repairs, and not one that is sufficient in all respects. 
But it is stated that building lots have been secured, and the erection of new 
and comfortable buildings is had in contemplation. It is due to the directors 
moreover, also to say, that the care they have exercised in the selection of 
teachers, and the attention given to their schools, are commendable. 

Among the other districts that have school houses properly belonging to 
the history of the past, we may mention Benton, Green^eld, Blakeley, King^ 
ton, Fittston bor. and tp., Hanover, Sugar Loaf, Salem, Ross, Dallas, Frank- 
lin and several others. But there is a manifest disposition on the part of di- 
rectors to supersede these old, dilapidated buildings, by new and more com- 
modious ones. 

Furniture. — Sufficient: — Abingtou 7; Benton 1; Black Creek 1 ; Blakeley 
2; Carbondale city 4; Covington 4; Denison 2; Exeter 2; Fell 1; Haz^ 
bor. 2; Hazle tp. 8^ Huntingdon 2; Hydepark 1; Jenkins 1; Kingston bos. 
1 ; Lackawanna 1 ; Madison 1 j Newport 1 j Newton 1 j Fittston tp. 1 ; Ply- 
i^nth 1 5 Frovidence bor. 1 ; Frovidence tp. 1 j Salem 4 ; Scott 2 j Scranton 
4 ] Spring Brook 1 ; Unioh 4 j Wiikesbarre tp. 2 — 64. 

Insufficient: — Abiogton 5j Benton 6; Black Creek 2; Blakeley 9 ; Buek 
'4; Butler 2; Carbondale city 3,* Carbondale tp. 1 ; Covington 3; Dallas 6; 
Dorrance 1; £xeter4; Fairmount4; Fell 2; Foster 1; Franklin 3; Green- 
field 8 ; Hanover 4 ; Hoi len bach 7 ; Huntingdon 5 ; Jackson 5 ] Jefferson 9 ] 
Jenkins 1 ; Kingston bor. 1 ; Kingston tp. 11 ; Lackawanna 2; Lake 4; Leh- 
man 6 ; oHadison 5 j Nescopeck 2 ; New Columbus (new) 1 ; Newport 3 5 
Newton 3; Fittston bor. 7; Fittston tp. 8 j Flains 1; Flymouth 4; Frovi- 
dence tp. 4; Kansom 4 3 Ross 7; Salem 5; Scott 4; Scranton 1; Spring 
Brook 1; Sugar Loaf 85 Union 2 5 White Haven 1; Wiikesbarre bor. 11 5 
Wilkesb&rre tp. 1—198; 

Schools, — Graded : — Abington 4 ; Carbondale city 10 5 Foster 2 5 Hazle bo?. 
6 ; HAzle tp. 8 j Hydepark 5 ; Jenkins 5 ; Fittston bor. 7 5 Fittston tp. West 3 5 
Plymouth 1 ; providence bor. 5; Frovidence tp. Ij Scranton 13 j White Ha- 
ven 3 \ Wiikesbarre tp. 4 \ Waverly 2—78. 
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Unnchissified : — Abiogton 4 f Benton 5; Blakeley 3^ Buck 2; Carbondak 
tp. 1; Dallas 2; Denison 2; Dorrance 1; Exeter 3; FairmountS; Fell 5; 
Franklin 1 ; Greenfield 4 ; Hanover 2 ; Jackson 2 ; Jefferson 2 ; Lake 4 1 Madir 
son 5 ; Newton 2 ; Ransom 2 ; Koss 7 ; Salem 2 ; Scott 4 ; Wilkesbarre 5 — 73. 

The properly graded schools of Hazleton, Hyde Park, Scranton, Providence, 
Waverly and West Pittston, are all accomplishing their mission of good works. 
Of these institutions, we now have eight of the 1st class, besides about twenty 
dooble, or partially graded schools in the county. The directors of Scran- 
ton have erected another two-story brick building, auxiliary to the principal 
school. 

Visitatians, — The number of visits to each school, the average duration of 
each visit, and the number not visited, are given in the table. The reasons 
for not visiting were : — 1. That owing to the lateness of the period when 1 
received my commission, and the large number of teachers then to be es« 
amined, I was prevented from entering upon the work until a large propor- 
tion of the summer schools had closed. 2. In some districts, all the schools 
are never open at the same time. 3. In others, 1 found some schools closed 
on account of sickness, or the temporary absence of the teachers. 

County Inititutes, — None. The reasons for the non-visitation of schools, 
are my only apology for not holding county institutes. 

MiUrici Institvies. — District institutes are not common in this county. 1 
kave no knowledge of more than two having been in existence at any time 
during the year, in the county. The most important of these was the Pitts- 
ton Teachers' institute. 

Progress in Districts. — A majority of the districts have made commend- 
able progress. I do not think that a single district has retrograded. Koss 
and Fairmount seem to make but slow progress. 1 am disposed to ascribe 
the cause to the itinerating system. They employ teachers enough to supply 
one-half of their schools only, and have them teach two months in the school 
bouses of part of the districts, and then finish out their term of four months 
in the others; thus keeping their schools open in all their houses two months 
in the summer and two in the winter ; such of the scholars as are old 
enough, following up their teacher from one school bouse to another. 

Progress in general. — The most striking feature of progress, is clearly an 
improvement in school discipline. Teachers were, invariably given to under- 
stand, that if they could not establish and maintain good order in their schools, 
I should regard their failure, in this particular, as sufficient cause for annul- 
ling their certificates ; and, 1 am happy to say that my efibrts in this direc- 
tion have not been altogether unfruitful. It is due to a large proportion of 
our teachers, however, to state that in their schools, no such exertions on the 
part of the County Superintendent, were found necessary. Next year, I pro- 
pose to'make an average of the numbers which I give to teachers, on discip- 
line, and make it a part of my report. It cannot fail to be an item of interest. 

Public Sentiment, — The school system is now regarded with favor bv a 
large majority of the citizens of the entire county. If the question were left 
to a vote of the several school districts, it would be sustained by a vast mf^ 
jority. 

Plans for next year. — With the exception of the county institutes, which 
it is proposed to hold, we contemplate no material change of our plan for the 
present year. 
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Lycoming County. — HiLgh Castles. 

Sch^l Houses, — ^During the past four years there has been great improre 
meat in the school houses in this county. The last year has added seventeen 
to the number of our good ones, and, with one exception, taken away the 
same number from our list of poor ones. Eight of these are first class houses 
for the grades of school to be taught in them. They are neatly finished, 
calculated to please the most fastidious, and to be places of attraction for 
children. Six are brick and two wooden structures. 

One of the former is in Williamsport. It is a large, handsome and sub- 
stantially built honse. It is 60 feet in front by 80 in depth ; three stories iu 
height ; with four rooms on the first floor and two on the second, the third 
story being all finished in one, for a chapel or hall. The directors intend to 
have it ready for opening at the commencement of the next session of school. 
The lot and building cost the borough about $11,000. This is the second 
building, of the same dimensions, erected in that borough. The fixst has no 
chsmel, but has eight school rooms. 

The other brick houses are, one in Brady district ; one in Clinton ; two in 
Loyalsock, and one in Washington. There have also been two very fiae 
wooden buildings put up— one in M'Intyre and one in Susquehanna. There 
have also been nine good common school houses erected in different parts of 
the county, which, though not eqAal to those already mentioned, answer the 
purpose very well in the places which they occupy, and they are, perhapa^ 
erected on as costly a scale as the taxpayers in their respective districts can 
afiford. r A large number of houses have also undergone such repairs that they 
now present both the appearance and comforts of new ones. 

There are still others which ought to be removed, or at least to undergo a 
thorough renovation. The directors, however, in most places are taking 
measures for having these wants of their districts supplied, as fast as their 
means and the abilities of the people will permit. In Porter district there 
are two ; Piatt one ; in Brady, Clinton and Washington there are still a few» 
and others in the county might be mentioned. 

Funiture and ApparatiLs, — In 57 of the school houses, the desks and seats 
may be said to be very good. In 63 they are good ; some of the latter being 
as good OS the former, but as each desk holds more than two scholars, 1 have 
raxJcad them in the second class. In the remaining 100 they are either poor, 
ear the pupils, when in their places, are facing the wall. 

Every year adds greatly to the amount of black-board surface in this county* 
Four years ago quite a number of houses were either entirely destitute, or 
oaly supplied with such as were too small to accommodate a class of pupils. 
At the present there are but two houses which do not contain one or more ; 
and small boards have been excluded from many houses to make room for 
larger ones. In others, additional boards have been put up, so as to accom- 
modate as large a number of pupils as possible at the same time. 
• Outline maps have been introduced into a few more of the schools. Where 
these are not used, several of the districts have been supplied with a large 
reference map for each school house. In 15 districts a set of large spelling 
eards has been supplied to each house, — some with Saunders cards and others 
with the Boston tablets. 

Schools, — Graded : — Williamsport has 9, about as well graded as circum- 
stances will permit ; Muncy 6 ; Montourville 2, and Newberry 2, tolerably well 
graded ; Jersey Shore 5, not quite as well graded as they should be j Salla- 
aasburg 2, quite well graded ; and Hughesville 2. 

It is very difficult to give anything like an exact account of the classifica- 
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tion of the larger number of the country schools, as the change of teachers 
takes place sometimes at the end of two, and sometimes at the end of three 
months ; and rarely is one found remaining in the same aehool more than 
foor ; the same school being much better classified under the one teacher than 
another. This has a rery deleterious effect upon the schools and the advance- 
ment of the pupils. A large number are systematically classed and well 
taught ; 71 might be called very good, both in classification and teaching. 
In 83 the teaching was fair, but the classification and general system not so 
good. Of the remaining number, some are destitute of system, either in 
government or teaching, and it would perhaps be better to dispense with the 
•er vices of the teachers of a few others. Of this latter class I noted 15. 

In general we have a regular system of books used in the schools, and in 
districts where they can conveniently be obtained, there is little or no mixture. 

Ttachers, — The lowest figure on any certificate in spelling, was four ; and 
this only in three cases, where the teachers had been employed before, and 
had firiven general satisfaction, and they were good in other branches. This 
I find to be the case in many instances, where young persons have neglected 
to attend to spelling, when they were children, and afterward have gone to 
some high school or seminary where they talce up branches far in advance of 
their true standing. They thus became good in some or all of these, while 
the minor branches are entirely passed over without giving them any atten- 
tion, in writincr I have to mark as low as five, for the same reason. I find 
■ome teachers who have never studeid intellectual arithmetic, and must leave 
certificates blank in that branch, if i am under the necessity of marking 
five for teaching when i visit a school, 1 never renew that teacher's certificate. 

ExaminatioTis. — At ten of our examinations all the members of the board 
were present ; at four, ^w^ were present ; at six, four were present ; at three, 
three were present ; at six, two were present ; at two, one was present ; at 
the remainder I took it single handed, so far as directors were concerned. At 
•ome of the examinations the houses were well filled with citizens, who came 
at spectators ] at others there were none. But usually there was a respecta- 
ble number. In one district there was no applicant present. 

Moral Instruction, — In one hundred and two of the schools the scripttsec 
were read either in the morning, at noon, or in the evening. Some teachers 
did the reading themselves. Others had it performed by such scholars as could 
read intelligibly. In nine schools I found moral instruction imparted to the 
piopils by the aid of a book ; in many others pieces on morality were oce»- 
nonally read. All our teachers profess to give moral instruction preceptively, 
bat to what extent, or how usefully, 1 am unprepared to say. The most 
worthy are often the most backward in reporting their own good deeds. 

Visitations. — During the year 1 paid three hundred and forty-five visits to 
public schools, and sixty-seven to those that were supported by private sub- 
scription.^ In a number of the districts the schools are kept open during the 
summer by private contributions. To these schools 1 ^ave the same attention 
that I gave to those that were supported out of the public treasury. In most 
places tbey were taught either by public teachers, or by those who are pre- 
paring themselves to become such. A number of our public teachers are 
employed one or two terms in subscription schools, in the summer, before 
esigaging in the public service. Hence, I deem it as necessary to visit these 
teachers, and to see their manner of operating and the general prosperity of 
their schools, as to visit those that are under the immediate supervision of 
the directors. 

The whole number of directors is 2.58; and of these 91 accompanied me to 
one or more of the schools. In some instances we were cheered by the pres- 
ence of other citizens at these visits. 
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Institntes. — We had two Institutes ; ooe at Collumtville, on the 5th of 
December; in session three days. The other in Jersey Shore, on the 11th of 
January ; in session two days. Both well attended. There were several 
district institutes held througrhoot the county, bat none that had their regnlaf 
meetings, except one in Williamsport, which met weekly, and one in Sullm^ 
dasburg, which met every second week. 

Directors. — Without saying anything to the disparagement of the directors 
of other districts, I will say that ^ood attention has been paid to the schoohi 
by those of Brady, Clinton, Jersey Shore, Old Lycoming, Loyalsock, MUn* 

Xre, Mancy, Susquehanna, Washington and Williamsport :-^Sueh as, by visiting 
e schools, commending the progress of the children where approbation was 
due, pointing out errors or neglect of duty, either in the teacher or in the 
pupils where they were deserving of it, and speaking kindly and encouragingly 
to all. These and similar measures are what 1 always found to have the best 
effect upon both pupils and teacher, when 1 was engaged in the avocation of 
instructor. Such visits are like sunshine after summer showers — they cheer 
the drooping spirits, they stimulate the minds of children, and encourage the 
flagging energies of the teacher, and both visitor and visited are more than 
remunerated for all the kindness expended. 

Prosperity of the Schools. — The past year has been noted for the harino- 
nious manner in which the schools have been conducted. Only four teachers 
have been removed by public authority. One of these was dismissed for 
incompetency ; two for want of government, and one for dishonesty. This 
is the least number that has been removed in any one year since 1 have been 
in office. 

Public Sentiment. — 1 never hear a word said against the public school sys- 
tem in our county, unless it comes either from penurious persons, having a 
large tax to pay and no children to educate, or from those who may be styled 
the ^* aristocracy," who are never pleased with what suits other people, and 
who are either able to pay for their children's tuition in some high school or 
ooUege, or who can have them educated there at the expense of other peopl«» 
Several of our best qualified and most useful teachers responded to the call 
of the President, when the liberties of our country were threatened and our 
government in danger ; we trust they may also be successful teachers of 
subordination, duty and loyalty, to those who would rise in arms against our 
government. 

Plans, — It is my intention to divide the county into about twelve sectionSi 
and have a district institute formed in each one. This must necessarily taka 
away much of my time from those things to which I have been devoting it 
heretofore. In other things, my operations will be about the same as they 
have been. 



M'Keak County. — Warren Cowles. 

School Houses. — Sufficient : — Annin 1 ; Bradford 8 ; Ceres 3 ;^Corydon 1 ; 
Eldred 1 ; Hamlin 1 ; Hamilton 2 ; Liberty 2 ; Norwich 2 ; Otto 2 1 Shippen 
8; Smithport I5 Whitmore 1 — 28. 

Insufficient: — Annin 1; Bradford 1^ Ceres 3^ Corydon 1; Eldred 1; La"> 
fayette 1 ; Liberty 4 ; Otto 1 ; Sergeant 1 — 14*. 

The first class includes all those houses, which, it seems to me, are quite 
^ual to whot we can reasonably expect from the districts in which they aiB 
^tuated. They are fashioned after the best designs furnished by the School 
DefMurtmenti both in their furniture and appearance and arrangement^ ace of 
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ffcnerons dirhenmons, and evince s liberal expenditure iti the general ezecn- 
taon of the work. In several instances, they are hy far saperior struct ares to 
•Bf of the dwelling houses in the township in^which they are located. Littks 
attention, however, is paid to the yards ; and where, at first, they built en- 
^sures, the fences have mostly been sufiTered to fall down, whilst the trees 
sre still unplanted. 

The other class are entirely unfit for school houses. They ought to be 
bomed, and their places supplied with decent structures. I would remark 
that the houses are uniformly of wood, and those of the first class are painV- 
ad white. 1 estimate the cost of these buildings, to the several districts, at 
fKZ5,000 ; three* fourths of which have been expended within the last seven 
ymra. 

Schools, — There are no graded schools in the county, although they are 

EBatly needed. Bradford district should have two. Ceres, £ldred, Annim, 
berty, Keating, Smethport and Shippen, each one. For the want of such 
•ehools amongst us, all the better and more ambitious class of students, and 
ibose who design making teaching a profession, go to the academies and 
dther schools of the State of New York, at great expense to themselves, and 
to the manifest injury of our own schools. Although the original mistake of 
building a multitude of small houses seems to place us farther from the poi^ 
■anion of graded schools than we were six years ago, still, I think, their po^- 
■nsion is merely a question of time. Their manifest value and economy will, 
finally, be generally appreciated, and they will be organized whenever a 8uf&- 
esent number of pupils can be gathered together to warrant success. 

A classification of some kind is made in all the schools of the county, and 
oonsidering that the teachers are changed almost every term, or twice a year, 
nd that the pupils are not very regular or uniform in their attendance, these 
classifications are reasonably well made. 

I believe none of the boards annually adopt a uniform series of text-books, 
md in some two or three towns the inconvenience of a diversity of books 
wAs seriously felt. In most of the districts, however, some years since, the 
Tarious boards adopted uniform series, and they have been pretty generally 
preserved. 

Jdoral Instruction. — Probably one-half the teachers in the county read the 
•csriptures regularly in the schools. I believe none of th^m gave moral in- 
fltruction, either by means of a text-book or orally, as a regular exercise. 

Visitation, — About half of the sdmmer term had expired before I received 
iby commission, and 1 was unable to visit all the schools before they closed. 
Some 20 were not visited. During the winter I visited all the schools in sea- 
son, except 5. Three of these had prematurely closed when I passed through 
tlieir locality, and the other two were inaccessible by reason of the roada 

Institutes, — Two were held at this place during the year ; one in October, 
with an attendance of 28 teachers, continued in session 4 days, during which 
we were assisted by Prof. Allen, of West Chester ; and one in April, with an 
attendance of 35 teachers, which continued in session one week. At this 
Messrs. S. P. Bates, of your department, and P. B. Hulse, of Crawford county, 
rendered us valuable aid. 

Public Sentiment, — In a county so large as M'Kean, with a populatioa so 
sparce and scattered, it is not just to expect the school system to exhibit its 
best results. We lack the power, the energy, the awakened genius which 
liberal wealth and numbers give, and the interest and life which they set in 
laotion. You have but to consult the annaal reports of the several districts 
df this county, to learn that taxation for school purposes for a series of years 
bu been very high, and you would correctly infer, that to a people not rich, 
its weight would be sehously felt, and occasion 6ome criticism and complaint. 
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Stiil, though unqdestionably there are men among ns who inveigh sererciy 
Ugainst the preaent school law, I do not believe it to be generally unpopular; 
bat that if it were submitted to a vote, it would be sustained in all its provi^- 
sions by a large majority of the eitizens. 



Meeceb County. — J. A. M^CandUss. 

Uons^. — Sufficient in almost all respects, large and commodious, furnished 
in good style and pleasently situated : — Of these Hickory has 12 of the finest 
in the county, and as good as in the western part of the State. Cool Spring 
has 4 ; Worth 2; Hcmpfield 2; Pymatuning 3; Greene 3; Sugar Grove, Otter 
Creek, Fairview, Liberty, Wilmington, Perry, New Vernon, Salem, Shai\>n 
and Mercer, each 1 — 3b. The last two districts have large union school 
buildings, especially the latter, which has a very fine edifice. 

Wholly defective, and in many cases injurious to the health and habita of 
pupils ; — these cannot he made sufficient by repair or alteration, and should, 
and no doubt soon will be replaced by good ones: — West Salem has 12; 
Greene 4 ; Springfield 5 ; Sandy Lake 4 ; Findley 6 ; Worth 4 ; Fairview 2, 
and many other districts from 1 to 5 each — 99. West Salem has been wisely 
deferring the erection of new houses until the district is re-modeled, when 
she will build new ones, and no doubt according to the most approved plans. 
The other districts are replacing defective houses yearly. 

Furnitvre and apparatus will class very nearly with the houses. — Those 
with suitable furniture and apparatus are 32, and mostly correspond with tUe 
1st class houses. With insufficient furniture and destitute of apparatus, 99, 
and correspond with those having insufficient houses. 

Hickory, Cool Spring and a few other districts, have taken great pains in 
fitting up their school houses with taste, comfort and convenience. The di- 
rectors of a majority of the districts seem disposed to provide suitable houses 
wiuh tasteful furniture and appliances, as fast as practicable. 

Schools. — Two well graded Union schools, one in Mercer and one in Sharon 
These schools are Well conducted, and are very successful. 

Without proper classification and uniformity of books : — West Salem haa 
10 ; Shenango 4 ; Greene 3 ; Springfield 3 ; Salem 2 ; Otter Creek 2 ; Sugar 
Grove 2; Sandy Lake 2; Findley 2; Perry 2; Fairview 2; Worth 1, and 
oiber districts from 1 to 3 each — 47. 

The last class is only an approximation. In fact, there are few districts in 
the county that have that uniformity of books that is desirable, and conse- 
quently that classification that is so necessary. In a few districts there ate 
two series of readers, and a half dozen difierent kinds of geographies. This, 
it is hoped, will soon be remedied. 

Teachers, — 450 teachers were examined during the year, of which 115 wtce 
rejected. 35 of the above were licensed only for the summer term. 25 were 
eaamined privately. 

Moral Instruction, — In 200 schools the scriptures were read once a dtiy. 
In none was moral instruction imparted by means of a text*book; and in all, 
(240,) I believe it was given orally and preceptively. 

Via^itaiion, — 202 schools were visited, 20 of which twice. 38 not visited, 
owing to uncontrolable circumstances. While passing from school to school, 
1 noted down certain items which afiforded articles, which I had published 
weekly in an educational column, in two of the county papers. There are 
234 directors in the county, 27 of whom accompanied me at my visitations.. 
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Instituttt. — Two countf institutes were held, one at Sharon, of two weeks, 
with an attendance of 60 teachers ; the other at Mercer, of one week, at- 
tended by 130 teachers. 

There were 10 district institutes of aboot 9 meetings each, having alto- 
gether 120 teachers on the roll, averaging 12 to each. The attendance, how- 
ever, fell short of this average. Where they were properly conducted, the 
edocts were good, not only upon the teachers, but people. 

District Secretaries, — Four townships had district superintendents, who visit- 
ed the schools and received, each, a compensation of a dollar per day, whilst 
on duty. In those districts where the secretaries, or the different members 
ai the board visited the schools, they evidently made the best progress. 

Progress in Districts. — Hickory made tbe most marked educational im« 
provement during the year* The other districts, with few exceptions, did 
well, and deserve commendation. The directors of Hickory offered a prize 
of a Webster's pictorial dictionary to the school of their district which 
wonld make the best progress. At the beginning of the term a written 
statement of their condition was made, and at the close of the same they 
were visited by the board and myself, the result obtained, and the prise 
awarded. An unusual degree of interest and competition was excited, and 
the result was most desirable. 

Prizes are geaerally objectionable, in the way they are offered ; the stimu- 
lus or competition is contined to two or three of the most talented pupils in 
•diool, ana the rest, that need encouragement most, are not affected. But 
when a prize is offered to the school that makes the most advancement, the 
effect is entirely different. All are stimulated ; teachers, pupils, citizens, 
every one, enter into the spirit of the contest, and extraordinary results are 
produced. Each pupil is interested, not only in his own behalf, but in that 
of every other one in his school, in order that it may be the successful com- 
petitor. The same is true of the teachers and of the citizens, who will con- 
tribute all they can to the success of their respective schools. 

Public Sentinent prevails in favor of the school system, and the opposition 
is gradually growing less. Educational affairs are now in a prosperous con- 
dition, which augurs well for the coming year, unless the war prevents. But 
even if the State be encumbered with heavy debt on account of the war, the 
youth should not suffer in consequence. Retrenchment in the expenses of 
their education is noi in the right direction, — is not the proper place to begin ; 
and it is hoped that the sound judgment of the people will not permit any- 
thing prejudicial to the interests of the rising generation. 



Mifflin County. — Azariah Smith, 

School Houses. — Sufficient : — Bratton 1 ; Brown 1 5 Decatnr 1 ; Derry 2 ; 
Granville 4-; Lewistown 5; Al'Veyiown 1 ; Menno 1 ; Newton Hamilton 1 ; 
Oliver 3 ; Union 3 ; Wayne S— 24u 

Insufficient: — ^Armagh 5; Bratton 2; Brown 2; Derry 2; Granville 2; 
Lewistown 1 ; Menno 1 ; Oliver 2 ; Wayne 3 — 20. 

Furniture. — Sufficient : — Bratton 1 ; Brown 1 5 Decatur 1 ; Granville 3 ; 
Menno 1; Union 2 5 Wayne 1 — 10. 

Insufficient: — Armagh 7; Bratton 2; Brown 2; Derry 4j Granville 2< 
Lewistown 3 ; Menno 2 ; Oliver 2 ; Wayne 4 — 2S. 

Not a few respectably furnished houses are poorly supplied with apparatus, 
and tfice versa. Medium apparatus includes those auxiliary articles common 
to most schools — black-board, cords, charts and outline mape. Several dis- 
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Iricts bave b^Mn forniahed with maps since tha close of the aoniial teno of 
schools, but they are credited with them herein^ There is hot one school 
bouse in the county absolutely destitute of a black-board, and that is quite 
remot^ from, diviiization. But several houses have only a £bw square feet of 
black-board surface, and nothing else ; so I report them ^ destitute." 

Schools* — Graded : — Lewistown 9 j M'Veylown i ; Newton Hamilton 2 — 15. 

Unclassified: — Armagh 2; Bratton 1; Brown 2; Decatur 2; Derry 1; 
Granville 1 ; Lewistown 1 ; Men no 3 ; Wayne 4 — 17. 

Moral Instruction. — Number of schools in which the scriptures were regu- 
larly read 80; number of schools in which moital instruction was imparted 
by a text-book 3 ; orally 37. This last item is not quke easy to report ; naaisly 
all the teachers talk to their scholars, and mean well by it, but it would hardly 
be proper to report such efforts under this head. 

Visitation. — Number of schools visited but once by County Superintendent 
t ; twice 75; three or more times 12. One of the three visited but once was 
very small, only 12 scholars, and several miles from any other school ; the 
other two were not in session at the time I visited the district in which they 
were. Whole number of directors in the county 78; number accompanying 
Superintendent at the visitations, 43. 

Institutes, — One regular county institute, continuing b days, members pre- 
sent 63, teachers 52 ; one irregular, continuing 3 days, metobers present 55, 
teachers 48 ; a Normal school or class, continuing 4 weeks, members pns- 
sent 54. 

There were district institutes, with 71 members. In districts where the 
meetings were confined to one locality, t^e effect on the community was not 
60 marked as in the case of those districts in which the meetings were held 
in the several school houses; but the benefit derived from the meetings by the 
teachers was greater in the former case than in the latter. 

As a body, the teachers of this county have acted with laudable zeal in 
forming and sustaining district institutes ; no district during the last year 
being wholly unconnected with an institute. The good results already gained 
from this agency, suggest the manifest propriety of adopting such measures 
.as will be most likely to ensure the attendance and co-operation of all the 
teachers, and to render it yet more beneficial to the members and the commu- 
nity, [t seems not diflicult to give district institutes so systematic an organ- 
ization, that they shall become highly valuable auxiliaries in promoting the 
usefuioess and influence of teachers, and in exciting a more generous intesest 
in the cause of education among the people. 

District Secretaries, — In only one district (Derry) did the secretary act as 
district superintendent, visiting the schools once monthly. The teachers 
thought the visits quite salutary in their influence. The salary paid to this 
secretary was probably $15 00. 

Progress in Districts. — No district made so marked progress in educational 
improvement as to justify special mention, nor did any retrograde sufficiently 
to merit disparaging notice. The general movement in the edpcational con- 
dition of the county was encouragingly advancing. In districts which pix>9- 
pered most, directors were careful to secure well qualified, active teachers ; 
caused uniform text-books to be used ; visited the schools regularly, and 
strengthened the authority of their teachers. In less prosperous districts, 
directors were too indifferent to adopt similar beneficial measures. In the 
case of a few schools, very little progress was possible with so great a diver- 
sity of text-books and unskilful teachers to manage them. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment of the county, in relation Id 
j^he school system, is quite favorable, — perhaps unanimously bo in regsLti tb 
.«v«[^S;paxt of ibf^ayMai} ej:cept the auperintendeoc^. At fitetthis oIBfie mrt 
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great oppositioii, bat it has gradually gained in favor, until now it is wholly 
popoiar with the great majority of the intelligent, publii>spirited portion of 
the commiinity* With the ignorant and penurioue, it is not popular; nor can 
it ever become so, if it accomplish what is properly expected of it. Men wh0 
think a teacher good in proportion to the scantiness of his modesty and tUlB 
imallness of the wages for which he can be engaged, do not naturally see 
the propriety of having an officer interpose a veto between such teachers and 
the schools ; hot persons of any enlightenment oordially sanction this rejeo^ 
tion of unqualified candidates, and the general voice of the county is incieaa- 
iiurly clear and unanimous, for good, thorough teachers. 

jPlans fornext year. — Without deviating widely from the plan.hitherlo 
followed, 1 propose to render it more efficient by securing the more general 
and hearty co-operation of directors and teachers. 

This is an outline of next year's campaign : — An institute of two or move 
weeks in August, as useful as it can be made with the resources at command ; 
examination of teachers in September; visitation of schools until they close; 
eounty convention of teachers during the holidays. 

The following objects will be attended to at such time and in such manner 
as shall seem most fit : securing a uniformity in text-books, more regular 
attendance of pupils, more systematic and useful visitation of schools by 
directors and patrons, more general support and a better systeraization of 
district institutes, a more complete furnishing of schools with apparatus. It 
will be a part of my general plan to promote a more hearty and intelligent 
interest in the cause of education among the people, by lectures and through 
the county papers. \ 

Irregular Jit tendance. — It will require several years to free some minds 
from the notion, that a boy is essentially like a horse— good for the work 
that can be got out of him. In consequence of this notion, and for want of 
proper thought on the part of many parents, there is troublesome irregularity 
in the attendance of many pupils, almost paralyzing the teacher's zeal, and 
rendering his efforts comparatively ineffectual. He who can devise a feasible 
plan to secure regularity of attendance at school, will be gratefully acknow- 
edged a benefactor by thousands of teachers who are now well nigh in the 
clutches of giant Despair. 

General Remarks, — The general condition of educational matters in this 
county is yet quite imperfect, but full of promise for the future. With occa- 
aional exceptions, the districts are constantly improving their school buildings, 
procuring more and better apparatus, calling for better teachers than tbey 
have hitherto had ; and, in some instances, pride is taken in claiming tlni 
best teachers, with the largest average salaries. The impression is steadily 
gaining ground, that it is very bad policy, as well as poor humanity, to em- 
ploy a worthless teacher instead of a good one, because he can be hired for 
a few dollars less per month. In some districts the old idea still prevails, 
tbat the cheapest teacher is the best, and in those localities the county 8upe> 
inlendency is naturally voted a costly humbug. 

Uniformity of Certificates, — If possible, some method should be deviaed 
iiAiich shall ensure uniformity among superintendents in grading certificates. 
Under the present order, or (fiVorder, the officer who gives good grades, 
whatever the qualifications of candidates, is sure to be highly esteemed by 
the class of teachers who need more knowledge and less presumption ; whj6 
one who is more rigid in grading certificates than superintendents of adjoii^- 
iog counties, is likely to ^in for himself the reputation of being overbearing 
toward teachers, and discourteous toward his brother officers. The practical 
effiMt of this want of concurrent action among superintendents, would be 
nuflcely an occasional ineonveoienoe, were it not frequently snppoaed by a few 
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toedb persons, that a certificate from the Saperinteodeat of one county has, in 
■ooie way, a degree of Taiidity in another county ; in consequence of which 
mistaken fancy, there is often a needless vexation of superintendenta and 
diaappointment of candidates. 

Teachers. — In any movement of radical importance, it is comparatively 
useless to endeavor to convince the judgment and reform the practice of 
Ihose whose habits of mind are confirmed by the thoughts and usages of 
many years. It is far wiser to impart right instruction to the children for 
one generation, — ^and the work is accomplished. With this idea, it has 
seemed to me judicious to labor assiduously for the parpose of securins a 
supply of well qualified teachers, knowing that with such a body of coadju- 
tors any Superintendent might almost realize his brightest ideal of common 
s<lhool education. Accordingly, I have persistently urged teachers and can- 
didates for teaching to render themselves fully competent to assume the im- 
perative duties and the delicate responsibilities of the school-room. The par- 
tial success of these efforts, and the fixed conviction that they are in the right 
direction, will lead me to continue them as efficiently as possible. With 
two good, well-managed schools in the county, — Lewistown academy and 
Kishacoquillas seminary, — the promise of having thoroughly prepared teachers 
is very flattering. 



MoNROB County. — Charles S, DetHck. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Barrett 1; Chestnut Hill 2; Coolbaugh l] 
Hamilton 8 ; lackson 1 ; Paradise 2 ; Polk 1 ; Smithfield 5 ; Stroudsburg 4 ; 
Stroud 6—31. 

Insufficient: — Barrett 2; Chestnut Hill 3; Cldred 4; Hamilton 3; f^ira- 
dise 2; Pocono 3; Polk 3; Price 2; Ross 3; Smithfield, Middle 5; Stroud 
2 ; Tobyhanna 1 ,* Tunkhannock 2—35. 

During the year one superior school house was built in Barrett district ; one 
in Coolbaugh; one in Polk; one in Hamilton ; one in Jackson, and two in 
Strou^. Four of the latter were erected after a plan given in the Pennsyl- 
vania School Architecture. 

/'ttmifttre.— Sufficient : — Stroudsburg 1 ; Tobyhanna 1 — 2. 

Insufficient :— Barrett 2; Chestnut Hill 5; £ldred 4; Paradise 2; Polk 3; 
Koas 3 ; Tobyhanna 1—20. 

Schools, — The only graded school we have is in Stroudsburg. 

Without classification of pupils or uniformity of text-books: — 2 are in 
Middle Smithfield ; 1 in Smithfield ; 2 in Stroud ; 3 in Hamilton ; 3 in Chest- 
nut Hill; 1 in Polk; 3 in Ross; 2 in £ldred ; 1 in Jackson; 1 in Coolbaugh; 
1 in Tunkhannock; 1 in Paradise; 1 in Price, and 1 in Barrett — 23. 

Moved Instruction. — The number of schools in which the scriptures are 
read 100 ; number in which moral instruction was given by means of text- 
books 48; number in which moral instruction was given orally 50. 

Visitations. — All the schools in the county were visited once (one excepted) 
and 20 twice. The school not visited was closed on account of sickness. 
Average duration of visits li hours. Whole number of directors in the 
county 102; who accompanied me at visitations 30. 

Institutes. — There were no county institutes during the year; — bot 
there were 6 associations called in various parts of the county ; average 
duration of each 4 hours; average number of teachers present 15. District 
institutes 2; average number of each in the term 6; average number of 
teachers on the roil of each 10. These meetings made a favorable imprea- 
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«(ion upon the minds of the citizens of their respective districts, and benefited 
the teachers that attended them materially. 

Progress in Districts. — By the efforts of the directors, Polk, Eldred, Ross, 
Tobyhanna, Coolbaugh and Barrett made marked progress in educational im- 
provement during the year. In Tobyhanna and Coolbaugh the schools were 
kept open a longer time than usual ^ and in Polk, Eldred, Barrett and Ross, 
better teachers than formerly were employed, which were the chief causes of 
the progress made. Although the schools in Stroudsburg were kept open 
seven months, and though the teachers were efficient, yet the schools retro- 
graded considerably on account of the irregular attendance of about one-third 
<|f the scholars. This negligence caused much dissatisfaction on the part of 
the heavy taxpayers. I would, therefore, respectfully ask the Superintendent 
o€ Common Schools to recommend the Legislature to make such an amend- 
ment to the school law, as will compel negligent parents to send their chil- 
dren to school regularly. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment in the county in relation to 
the school system is favorable. The effects of most of our teachers holdings 
school exhibitions, delivering lectures and having school examinations at the 
dlose of the schools, in the presence of parents, are the chief causes of the 
change in public sentiment. 

Plans for next year, — In nearly every district we generally have one or 
two first class teachers, from whom the younger teachers might learn some- 
thing of the art of teaching; and I propose, when I visit each district during 
the year, to have all the teachers in the district meet me in one of the best 
schools, and spend at least half a day in witnessing its exercises. The dc 
oided benefit resulting from such a visit in one district, last winter, convinces 
me that our young teachers, as well as their pupils, would be greatly bene- 
fited by this plan of visitation. 



Montgomery County. — R, Cruikshank. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Abington 3; Bridgeport 1; Cheltenham 2; 
Conshohocken 1; Douglass 6; Dublin, Upper, 3; Franconia 3; Frederick 7; 
Gwynedd 5; Hanover, Upper, 7; Hatfield 2; Horsham 3; Marlborough 4; 
Merion, Upper, 7; Merion, Lower, 4; Montgomery 1; Moreland 5; New 
Hanover 6 j Norristown 4 ; Norriton 2 ; Perkionien 4 ; Pottsgrove 7 ; Potts- 
town 1 ; Plymouth 3 5 Providence, Upper, 8 ; Providence, Lower, 3 j Salford, 
Upper, 5 ; Salford, Lower, 5 ; Towamencin 2 ; Whitemarsh 3 j Whitpain 6 ; 
Worcester 4 — 127. 

insufficient: — Franconia 1; Hatfield 1; Limerick 1; Providence, Lower, 
1 ] Towamencin 1 — 5. 

Very few of our school houses have been built according to the " Pennsyl- 
vania School Architecture," but Norristown, Pottstown and Horsham have 
good school buildings. There are a few other districts which have each one 
or more.- Horsham and Cheltenham have each one or more superior school 
buildings, and each built one new school house during the past year. More- 
land also built one, but while it is quite good, it is inferior to the two previ- 
ously referred to. There may have been some others. 

Furniture, — Sufficient : — Norristown 4 ; Pottstown 4 — 8. 

Insufficient: — Douglass 9; Dublin, Upper, 4; Franconia 7; Frederick 9; 
Gwynedd 6,- Hanover, Upper, 10; Hatfield 65 Limerick 11 5 Marlborough 
6 \ Montgomery 3 j Moreland 7 j New Hanover 1 1 5 Norriton 5 \ Ferkiomea 
8 
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8 ; Pott8g^ov« 11; Pfdvidence, Lower, 8 j Salford, Upper, 7 ; Salford, Lower, 
1 1 Towamencin 6 — 141. 

Schools. — Graded : — Bridgeport 1 ; Chelteaham 3 ; Coushoiiocken 1 ; Nor- 
ristowD 4 J Pottstown 4; Wbitemarsh 6 — 19. 

Undassified: — Douglass 9; Francooia 7; Frederick 9; Gwynedd 6; Han- 
pver, Upper, 10 ; HatSeld 6 ; Limerick 1 1 ; Marlborough 6 ; Montgomery 3 j 
Perkiomen 8; Plymouth 5; Salford, Upper, 7; Salford, Lower, 7; Towa- 
mencin 6 ; Worcester 7 — 107. 

Norristown has the best graded school in the county. Poltstown is c<|ually 
well graded, according to its opportunities ; but not having as many pupils, 
the highest department has not as many advanced pupils as the correspr>nding 
department in the Norristown schools, liridjreport and Conshohocken also 
have their schoola graded. Cheltenham and VVhitemarsh have some of their 
schools graded. 

Most, if not all the districts have adopted a uniform series of text-books ; 
but many only nominally, — allowing the pupils to uae any bouks they might 
chance to have, thus defeating the object of the law. 

Teachtrs, — I granted no professional certificates during the year; bnt about 
seventeen, who were teaching in our schoolrs, held professional certificates 
from my predecessor. 1 eXfimined a number of others who held professional 
certificates, and to some of these I refused a certificate of the lowest grade, 
and to others of this class I granted provisional certificates, i intend to make 
a formal presentation of professional certificates to 10 or 12 of our teachers, 
who are eminently deserving, at the meeting of our " County Teachers' As- 
sociation.*' 

I have announced my determination not to examine any in private this 
year, unless to fill vacancies which may occur. There are three important 
objections to private examinations which now occur to my mind : — In most 
cases it was not convenient for directors to attend ; and yet the examinations 
were, in an important sense, designed for their benefit. Again, the time for 
private examinations is generally too limited, hence a tendency to superfici- 
ality. And finally, it is more ditficult for the v>nperintendent to refuse a 
certificate to the undeserving, after a private examination than after a public 
one. 

1 annulled no certificates during the year, except a few professional ones, 
and thebe were annulled in the following manner: The directors announced 
that they desired all the candidates to be examined in their presence; and 
some who were holding professional certificates were rejected aftar these ex- 
aminations. 

Moral Instruction, — 1 believe there arc no text-books on moral instruction 
used in any of the schools in our county, in most of the schools the Bible 
was read more or less. In many of the schools the pupils read from the Bible 
once a day. Most of the teachers reported that they gave moral instruction 
orally. 

Visitation. — 1 visited all the schools, except about 15 or 20, onee ; and 
about twenty of them twice. Some of those not visited were closed when 1 
was in the section where they are located. In some cases they were closed 
on account of the funeral of a relative of the teacher, or of some prominent 
person in the neighborhood. In some cases, on account of a flag- raising at 
the school house ; uud in one or two cases the teacher was absent, attending 
to some of his own private affairs, having been excused by his local directors. 
In a tew cases the school term closed sooner than 1 anticipated. 

The average time of my visits was a little niore than three- q^uerters of an 
hour. There are 204 directors in the connty, and about 20 visited the Bohools 
with me- 
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fns/t/te/e^.— ^urCouiityTeashers' AssociatioD held three regular meetingft 
during the year ; two of 2 days each, and one of 4 days. I attended 10 dis- 
trict institutes during the year. The eiTect of the institutes on the districts 
was eminently salutary. 

I also held an institute in Pottstown for six weeks, which resulted in com- 
plete success. There were only 15 raembers of this institute, yet they were 
from difierent parts of the county, and most of them made thorough ad- 
vancement in the different studies pursued. There was instruction given 
daily in the following branches: — orthography, reading, penmanship, mental 
arithmetic, written arithmetic, physical geography, grammar, algebra and 
geometry. 

Progress in Districts. — As the past was my first year in office, I can not 
tell how much progress was made, except from the testimony of directors 
and other friends of education. 1 am informed that the progress in many 
districts has been marked and encouraging. This is attributed in a great 
measure to two sources — the thorough examination of the teachers a year 
ago, and the formation of district institutes. 

Public Sentiment, — The public sentiment, in most districts in the county, 
is favorable to the school system. The opposition to our school system is 
confined mostly to those portions of the county in which the German lan- 
guage is principally used. 

Ignorance is the prominent cause of dissatisfaction. In some cases among 
those who are dissatisfied with our school system, the directors seem to think 
that their liberty is too much restricted, when they are obliged to select their 
teachers from those whose scholarship entitles them to certificates. 

Plans for next year. — If our teachers are incompetent, from lack of schol- 
arship or of aptness to teach, — buildings of faultless architecture, directors of 
unquestionable fidelity and unyielding perseverance, apparatus the most ample 
and approved, and a school system unrivalled, would be of little avail in 
educating our youth. On the other hand, good teachers, with school build- 
ings of the rudest structure, destitute of all apparatus, — even a black-board, 
without any directors, and trammelled with the most contracted school sys- 
tem, would succeed tolerably well in instructing our youth. The principal 
efforts should therefore be put forth to enhance the qualifications of the 
teachers. 

In the absence of thorough drilling in Nornnal schools, I regard teachers' 
institutes the most available meaus for improving the qualifications of our 
teachers. My purpose is to have as many of the districts as possible form 
district institutes, to convene on alternate Saturdays during the school 
terms. 

I desire also to have the whole county formed into larger divisions, con- 
siating of about four townships each, and each of these divisions to unite in 
holding at least one institute, of one or two days, during the term of school, 
that I may be able to meet all the teachers in the county in at least one insti- 
tute during the year. 

I found that some of the boards of directors adopted a series of text-books 
and then allowed pupils to use text-books which were not included in the 
series. This I regard u violation of the 25th section of the School Law. 1 
purpose taking strict account of this subject of text-books during the present 
year. 

ConcltLMton, — The following are some of the difRcuhies which prevent the 
cause of popular education from making that rapid progress which we could 
desire: — Incompetency of teachers is the first and greatest, and in connection 
with this is incompetency of salary. This latter evil i«, in a measure, the 
cause of the former. A very general destitution of school apparatus may be • 
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mentioned as « third. A fourth is hrevity of school term m many of the 
districts. The fifth obstacle I would mention is the inability of many of the 
people, and even of some of the directors, to appreciate the importance of aa 
English education for an American citizen. The sixth is the lax complianoe 
with the requirements of the School Law, with reference to adopting a series 
of text-books in each district. But notwithstanding these obstacles, when 
we contrast our present condition with the reported condition of a few years 
ago, we are very much encouraged. 



Montour Countt. — William Butler, 

School Houses — Sufficient:— Anthony 4; Cooper 3; Danville 14; Derry 2j 
West Hemlock 2; Liberty 4" 5 Limestone 6 ; Mahoning 4; Mayberry 2; Val- 
ley 5 — 4-6. 

Insufficient: — Anthony 2; Danville 1; Derry 2; Liberty 1 — 6. 

Furniture and .Apparatus, — The schools in Cooper, Mahoning, Limestone, 
Danville, and one in Liberty, are furnished with maps; the high school in 
Danville is furnished with globes, maps, charts, &c. 

Schools. — The schools in Danville are graded, and in each ward the quali- 
fications of the scholars determine the school to which they belong. Mechan- 
icsburg in Mahoning, and Washington ville in Derry, have each two schools 
graded. In each of these districts, the high school is open to all scholars who 
have the necessary qualifications. 

Teachers, — At the examinations for teachers of the summer schools, I gave 
notice of an intention to pursue a closer course of examination for the winter 
term, and expressed a hope that teachers would be able to meet the require- 
ments of the school law; if not, they would have to make way for those who 
are willing to make the necessary preparation. This idea was carried out, 
and I am pleased to state the evidences of study on the part of many of the 
teachers, were such as to warrant a material change in the numbers on their 
certificates. 

Moral Instruction. — The scriptures are read in nearly all the schools. The 
teacher reads in some of the schools as an opening exercise, while in tlie 
others the scholars read. 

Viaitation, — My school visits are conducted in the same manner as here- 
tofore. I endeavor to be at the school house when school is called, and re- 
main until it closes — examining what each scholar is doing, and by a fsir 
pointed questions on the work before them, find out how previous lessons have 
been studied ; then a word or two of encouragement to the deserving, not for- 
getting to reprove the careless and dilatory, always closing with an address 
to the scholars, occupying from 15 to 25 minutes, according to circumstances. 
Any suggestions to the teachers are always made privately, and I generally 
find oil my return, that an effort has be made to carry out such suggestions. 

There are 60 directors in this county. When visiting the schools, I gencr- 
tdly \o(Sge with the directors of the district; by this course I gam much in- 
formation concerning the working of the system, and the director with whom 
I remained over night, almost invariably accompanied me to school in the 
morning. When I arrive at a school house in the afternoon, I always send 
for the nearest director. This plan works well, as it gives me the presence 
of a director in most of the schools. 

Progress in Districts. — The effect of the improvement of the teachers was 
carried into the school rooms, and diffused from teacher to pnpil in such a 
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^ay, as to make it eVideDt to the most casual observer, that progress of the 
irxght kind was the result in the schools. 

Public Sentiment, — ^There are many warm friends of education in this 
county, and some opponents to the system. The majority of the latter are 
tfiose who have taxes to pay and no children to send to school. Prom what 
I bear in my travels through the county, I think that what may be called a 
•tron<v' or decided opposition, is gradually dying out, and will be finally ex- 
tinguished in a few years, from causes which, though gradual, must of neces* 
■ty be sure. 

Plans for coming year. — My mode of visiting schools, so far as 1 have heard, 
10 satisfactory to directors and friends of education in this county ; yet, I 
aometimes doubt the utility of spending half a day in a school house when 
all is well and everything denotes progress. I may be wrong in my conclu- 
aions, but I do think it would be better to pass by such schools, and devote 
two, or even three days in a school with some young teacher who is laboring 
under the disadvantage of a crowded school, and no regular system. Many 
of our young teachers have talents, but lacking experience, all is in confusion. 
I can well imagine how much benefit could be imparted in two or three days, 
from my experience in spending one day in such schools. I have therefore 
■ome thoughts of pursuing such a course during the coming year, as will dis* 
tribute my time among such schools, and where my services will be most 
needed. 

Before closing, 1 deem it a painful duty to state, that the strong hand of 
disease and death has been heavy upon the teachers of our small county, du^- 
hag the past winter. Three of our female teachers died, — each after a very 
■hort illness, — from colds contracted while in the performance of their duties ; 
two others after being prostrated for months, have been compelled to relin- 
quish their profession. 



Northampton County. — Abraham Kind, 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Allen 1 ; Lower Saucon 2; Freemansburg 1; 
Williams 6 ; South £a0ton 3 ; Palmer 1 ; Bushkill 1 ; Bethlehem tp. 1 ; Lower 
Mt. Bethel (Ind.) 2 ; Moore 7 ; Lehigh 5-; Forks 1 ; Bethlehem I ; Bath 1 — 33. 

Insufficient: — Alien 1; Lower Saucon 4; East Allen 4; Williams 3; Pal- 
mer 1 ; Bushkill 7; Upper Mt. Bethel 83 Lower Mt. Bethel 5^ Flainfield 3; 
Moore 5 ; Lehigh 6 ; Forks 3—50. 

One very superior two-story brick house was erected in South Easton, for 
which the board of directors are entitled to much credit. The directors of 
Bethlehem tp. also put up a brick house, which deserves to be favorably no- 
ticed. In Upper Mt. Bethel the directors built three brick houses, and those 
of Lower Mt. Bethel one. 

Furniture, — Sufficient : — Allen 1 school furnished with first class ; Lower 
Saucon 3; Freemansburg 3 ; Williams 6 ; South £aston 3; Lower Nazareth 
5ti Bushkill 1; Lower Mt. Bethel (ind.) 2 ; Moore 7 3 Lehigh 5; Forks 1; 
Bethlehem bor. 6; Bath 1— 4L 

Insufficient: — Allen 1 ; Lower Saucon 3 ; £ast Allen 3 ; Williams 3 ; South 
Easton 1; Lower Nazareth 1; Upper Nazareth 2; Palmer 4 5 Bushkill 2; 
Upper Mt. Bethel 7 ', Bethlehem tp. 1 ; Lower Mt. Bethel 8 ; Flainfield 3 ; 
Moore Z ; Lehigh I ; Forks 3 — 47. 

Scftools. — Graded :-^The number pf graded schools in the county (exclusive 
of Easton) is twelve j six of which are in Bethlehem, and the rest in South 
Easton. 
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Without cUasificlition or aoifonnity of text-boolc8 : — Allen 1 ; Lower Sav- 
con 6 ; £a8t Allen 3 ; Williams 4 ; Lower Nazaireth 2 ; Palmer 3 ; Bushkill 
4; Upper Mt. Beihel 13; B<ithlehem tp. 5; Lower Mt. Bethel 8; Plainfield 
6 ; Moore 9 ; Lehigh 6 ; Forks 3—73. 

Mapsy Sec. — Supplied with full set: — Allen 1 ; South £aston 3; Upper Mt. 
Bethel (Ind.) 1; Lowe>r Mt. Bethel (Ind.) 2; Bethlehem 4; Bath 1. The 
3ethlehem bior. schools are the only ones in the county with adequate appa« 
ratus. 

Examinations, — The examinations were conducted in a manner similar to 
that indicated in the instructions from the Department, in the last issue of the 
Pennsylvania School Journal. It is proposed to pursue the same course this 
year, with this exception, that the figure five will be omitted and the word 
blank written instead. No certificates were annulled. 

Moral InsirueiioH. — In 151 schools the scriptures were regularly read every 
morning by the teacher as an opening exercise. In some few schools moral 
instruction was given orally on particular occasions, but in none by means of 
text- books. 

Visitations, — I visited every school in the county once ; about sixty, twic6i| 
and some few three times. It would have been highly gratifying to myseli^ 
and no doubt desired by the public, could I have visited all the schools a second 
time ; but as the majority of them are open but four months during the yeav^ 
a second visit to all was impossible. With a few exceptions, 1 spent a half 
day in each school. By this means I had plenty of time to show to directors 
and others present, the importance of sufficient black-board surface, the b»* 
oassity of a uniformity of text-books and proper classification of pupils, aa 
well as regular attendance. Moreover, I was enabled to notice more partictii* 
larly the ^* course and method of instruction pursued by the teacher, and to 
give such directions in the art of teaching and the method thereof," as rv* 
quired in the 37th section of the school law. This course gave general sati^ 
faction throughout the county, and had the effect of removing many prejudices 
which had hitherto existed against the office. The whole number of school 
directors in the county is 138; of whom 5S, ia the various districts, accono- 
panied me in my visits to the schools. 

InBtitutes. — Nv> county institutes were held daring the year. District in* 
Mtitutes were held in nine districts, but iu a few they were not successfully 
carried on ; in others, however, much good ha3 been accomplished. Thdl 
number of teachers on the roll of each, ae far as I have ascertained, was 82. 

District Secretaries. — In Beihlebem, Palmer and Soath Easton the secretan 
ries acted as district superintendents. The eFect upon teachers and pupila 
was encouraging. They visited the schools monthly. 

Progress is visible iu almost every district ; the general indications of which 
may be summed up under the following heads : 

Ist. Many old school houses are torn down annually and new and mora 
commodious ones erected in their stead. 

2d. The lengthening of school term in many districts. 

3d. Increased salary of teachers and superintendent. 

4th. The organizing of ^strict institutes through the efforts of directors:. 

Mental Arithmetic, — This branch, though one of the most important, waa 
hitherto almost wholly neglected in this county. The leachera throughout 
the county are noaking strenuous efforts to prepaxe themselvea in it^ for tha 
next examini^tioB. 

I have no suggestions to make under the 42d section. )f the present school 
law is' faithfully administered! and psoperly carried out*, that is ail we noi^d* 
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School Houses, — Sufficient: — Augfiista, Upper 3 ; Chilliscpuaque 7; CoaJ 2j 
Delaware 1 1 ; Lewis 9 ; M'£wensville 2 ; Milton 1 ; Point 4^; Hush 1 \ Shaino- 
kin 1 ; Sunbury 1 ; Turbetville 1 ; Turhet 3-46. 

Insufficient: — Augusta, Upper 2; Augusta, Lower 9; GhiDiflquaque 1 ; Coal 
1 ; Milton 1 ; Northumberland 2; Point I ; Rush 5; Shamokin 7; Turbet If' 
Zerbe 1— 3L 

Four new school houses have been completed during the year, and two or 
three are to be built this summer and autumn. Those recently erected, arai 
cubfi(tantial and comfortable, and are supplied with good furniture. 

The great defects in the surroundings of our school bouses are the limited 
space allotted for playground, inadequate out-buildings and almost entire* 
destitution of shade. 

Furniture, — Snfficient: — Chillisquaque 6; Coal 4; Delaware 2; Milton 2; 
Point 4; Rush 1 ; Turbet 1—20. 

Insufficient: — Antfusta, Upper 2; Augusta, Lower 9 ; Chillisqnaqne 1 ; Coal 
4; Gearhart 1; M^Ewensville 2; Milton 3; Northumberland 5; Point 1; 
Rush 5 ; Shamokin 9 ; Tnrbct 2; Zerbe 2 — 46. 

Schools. — Graded: — Coal 6; Milton 4; Northumberland 4 ; Sanbury 4{ 
Zerbe 5-r23. 

Unclassified : — Augnstaj Lower S ; Chillisquaque 2; Mt. Carmel 1 ; Shamo« 
kin 2; Turbet 2—15. 

Teachirs, — In the examinations, my object has been to ascertain the appli- 
cant's knowledge of the principlts of the differevt branches, — regarding </«- 
tails and fads aa subordinate, but by no means unimportant ; and while L 
deemed a correct knowledge of the latter indispensable, I considered that of 
the former as of the Jirse importance; and the examinations were conducted' 
accordingly. 

Moral Instruction. — Number of schools in which the scriptures were regu- 
larly read, 43 ; moral instruction was imparted by means of a text- book in 
none ; orally or preceptively^ 12. 

Various plans are followed in reading the scriptures in school. Some teach- 
ers open school in the morning, by reading a chapter or a few verses in the 
Testament ; others, both morning and afternoon. Some read the scripture 
just before closing ; and in some schools, the scholars instead of the teacher,- 
read in turn, without, however, being formed into a class. 

Visitations, —I visited all the school's ( 1 17) in the county once; one hundred' 
and seven, the second time ; and in some of those districts, whose term was 
more than four months, I visited the schools three, and others four times. 
Average duration of visits to the schools, 2^ hours. The whole number of « 
directors in the accepting districu, 108 ; of whom 43 accompanied the Super- 
iotendentin his visits. 

Institutu, — One session of the county institute was held in Sunbury, in 
December, three days. The attendance was not full ; many of the teachers 
being unwilling to sacrifice the time and incur the expense^ aa the directors 
of some of the districts required them to make up the time thns spent. There 
were, however, about fifty present, and the exercises where, upon the whole, 
interesting and profitable. 

District institutes, for some c4use or other, seem to have fallen into disaae* 
There are none at present in operation, and:, aa far as I can ascertain, there 
have not been any for some time. In some districts I tried to induce th# 
teachers to form associations of this kind, and in others, to revive those pre 
vioasJii eaCabliflhed; bi^t Ih^ve, thua W, aiei with nosaccees* 
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District Secretaries. — There are two districts, Sunbury and Northumber- 
land, in which the district superintendeacy is established, and in which the 
secretary in that capacity visits the schools at Jeast once a month. The offi- 
cers have been faithful and efficient in the discharge of their responsible du- 
ties, and without disparag^ement to others, I may add, that the schools in the 
districts alluded to, will compare favorable with any in the county. 

Progress in Districts. — While, perhaps, none of the districts can be charac- 
terized as having made any very marked progress in educational improve- 
ment, in my opinion, none have retrograded ; but, on the contrary, a//, in m 
greater or less degree, have gradually and regularly advanced. It should be 
pome in mind, however, that educational proi^esSy — especially through the un* 
assuming, but powerful agency of the common school system, — attracts less 
notice in this busy, bustling age, than is generally bestowed on less important 
movements; and although our educational system has very greatly improved, 
and its operations have been characterized by results the most beneficial to 
the youth of our State, yet these results have elicited comparatively little 
attention, as they have been silently, though no less surely etfected. 

Public Sentiment. — In the accepting districts, public sentiment is generally 
favorable to the school system ; or, if opposition to any extent exists, it it 
mainly attributable to defective local administration of the system, and not 
to the system itself. In my efforts to ascertain the sentiment of the people, 
I observed that wherever directors were faithful in the discharge of their 
duties, and selected teachers solely with respect to qualifications, public sen- 
timent was favorable and the people were really interested in the schools; 
and 1 also found the reverse to be generally true, where this was not the case. 

The non»accepting districts are: — ^Cameron, Jackson, Jordan, Upper Maha* 
noy, Lower Mahanoy, Little Mahanoy and Washington. In some of these 
districts, directors have been elected, from time to time, but I am informed 
that men, known to be hostile to the school system, are generally selected fof 
the office. 



Perry County. — Lewis B. Kerr. 

• Houses. — Sufficient: — Carroll 1; Centre 4; Juniata 2; Liverpool bor 1 
Liverpool ^ ; Miller 1 ; Milierstown bor. 1 ; Penn 4 ; Petersburg 1 ; Saville 
2 5 Spring 4 ; Toboyne 1 5 Tuscarora 3 ; Tyrone 2 ; Wheatfield 1—30. 

Wholly unfit: — Carroll 2; Centre 1; Buffalo 1; Jackson 3; Juniita 2| 
Madison 2 ; Penn 1 ; Rye 1 ; Saville 1 ; Spring 2 ; Toboyne 2 ; Tuscarora 
1—19. 

. Eleven new houses were built within the year ; one ia Toboyne, partially 
according to model in Pennsylvania School A.rehitcctura, — work not well exe-t 
outed ; one in Penn, at Ouncannon, good and substantial, and a credit to the 
district. The others are of the old style, but good, except one in Watts« 
which is about a third rate house, in some districts the houses are too small. 
Carroll and Watts vre among the most prominent. Several old buildings de« 
serve to be held up to public notice, but I refrain, as the directors are making 
arrangements to replace them with new ones. 

Furniture and j^pparatus. — Tasteful furniture and adequate apparatot, 
none. 

.Insufficient furniture :-— Buffalo 2; Carroll I; Centre 1; Greenwood Ij 
Jackion 4 ; Juniata 4 ; Liverpool 2 ; Madison 4 ; Oliver 2 ; Penn 1 ; Peteie* 
burg bor. 1 school,* Rye 2; Saville b; Spring 2| Toboyne 5; Tuscarora 1} 
Tyrone 4 ; W^heatfield 3^-47. 

Partial apparatus, such as maps, charts, cards, &c«, 3L All the schooli 
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are supplied with black-boards but one. The extent of surface has been 
greatly increased within the last year. 

Schools, — Graded: — Bloomfieid bor. .^ ; Liverpool bor. 2; Liverpool 1^; 
Hiilerstown bor. 2 ; Newport bor. 2 ; Penn 4 ; Petersburg bor. 4 ; Saville 2 1 
Toboyne 2 ; Tyrone 2 — 25. 

Ungraded : — 136. Of the latter class Rye district is the only one that 
used an entire uniformity of text- books. The directors of nearly every dis- 
trict in the county have adopted a uniform series of books, but they have not 
yet been fully introduced into many of the schools ; hence there is not a 
proper classification of pupils. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were regularly read in 90 schools, b 
was imparted by means of a text-book in none ; in a number orally, with good 
ctfect. 

Visitation, — Ail the schools were visited once, one excepted, which was 
not in session at the time of visiting the district. 18 were visited the second 
time. Average duration of each visit, 2i hours. Number of directors in 
the county, 156. .^5 accompanied at the visitations. Quite a number of 
citizens and some of the teachers visited in company. 

Institutes, — ^Three county institutes, of 3 days each: one at Andesville, 
with 10 teachers present; one at Petersburg, with 41 teachers; one at Live»* 
pool, with 27 teachers. Great interest was manifestod on the part of both 
teachers and citizens. One of the latter was so well pleased that he aftei* 
wards remarked : ^^ Although heretofore opposed to the superintendency, I 
now heartily endorse it." 

Seven district institutes were organized : Centre, 7 meetings, with 9 teach- 
ers on the list ; Juniata, 8 meetings, with 8 teachers; Penn, 9 meetings, with 
8 teachers; Rye, 4 meetings, with 4 teachers; Spring, 9 meetings, with 8 
teachers; Tyrone and Landishurg bor., 8 meetings, with 11 teachers. Gar- 
roll failed before the end of the term. 

' These meetings have had a salutary effect on the districts, in arousing both 
teachers and patrons to prosecute the important work with more zeal. In 
Spring district the house was crowded, at each meeting, to its utmost capa- 
city. May others copy their example. 

District Secretaries, — The secretaries of 5 districts acted as district BXiptfr* 
intendents, — Centre, Juniata, Madison, Penn and Rye; each visited once a 
month with good effect. One secretary says : ** Our schools were interested 
in it." Another : ^* The effect is perceptible." ^^ The pupils strive to make 
a favorable record." 

Progress in Districts. — Penn, Petersburg bor.. Rye, Tuscarora and Spring 
districts made marked progress in educational improvements during thia 
year, by the efforts of their directors. Madison, heretofore amongst tba 
foremost in the county, retrograded to some extent, by a reduction of th« 
wages of her teachers. All others are gaining ground slowly but surely. 

Public sentiment is generally favorable to the school system in ail its feap 
tores, though some individuals are opposed both to the system and the super- 
intendency. Principal causes of opposition : — 1st. Burden of taxes. 2d. 
Frequent changes of text-books. 3d. Neglect of duty on the part of dire«* 
tors. 4th. Incompetency of some of our teachers. 

Remarks. — Some difficulty is experienced by directors in making out tbtif 
annual report. It frequently happens that the officers of the different boardi 
are men who never served in the capacity of director before ; and the outgo- 
ing secretary, knowing that it will not devolve upon him to make out the 
report, does not, in some instances, procure the proper data for this purpose.' 
Therefore, I would suggest that the law provide, that directors assume the 
duties of their office at the commencement of the school year. 
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Pike Coitnty. — Philip F. Fulmer* 

School Housjfs, — Good in all respects: — Lackawaxen 3 ; Westfall 2; Greeo6 
4 5 Shohola 2 ; Pulrayra 1—12. 

Wholly defectire and injurious to the health or habits of youth: — Laeka- 
waxon 2; Westfaii 1; Greene 1; Delaware 4; Lehman 6; Dingman 4-; 
Fainiyra 1 ; Blooming Grove 1 — 20. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — The good school houses are supplied with cona^ 
fortable and tasteful seats and desks, and good, large b)ack*boards, viz: — 
Lacbawaxen 3; Westfall 2; Greene 4; Shohola 2; Palmyra 1 — 12. But 
even these are deficient in globes, charts and maps. 

Insufficient furniture and destitute of apparatus: — Lackawaxen 2; West* 
fall 1 ; Delaware f) ; Greene 1 ; Lehman 6 ; Dingman 4> ; Palmyra 2 ; Bloom- 
ing Grove 2; Milford 1 ; Shohola 1 ; Porter 1 — 26. 

Schools. — Graded : — None. 

Without classification or uniformity of text-books: — Delaware 5; Ding* 
man 5; Milford 2; Lehman 6 — 18. 

Mor4l Instruction. — Number of schools in which the scriptures were regu- 
larly read, 19. I have always advised thai the Bible be r»id in our conimoa 
schools. With it in th^ hands of the young, we have high and bright anti* 
cipations of the prosperity and happiness of our beloved country ; without it^ 
intidelity, with its consequent evils, must extend its blighting influence. 

Visitation, — Nearly all the schools in the county were visited two or three 
times, and the average dqr^tion of my visits was about two and a-half hours. 
Four schools 1 did not visit. Two of them are very far back in the woodsy 
and the roads are almost impassible ; the other two were not in session when 
1 visited the neighboring schools. Directors in the county, 66. Generally^ 
in each district, one or more accompanied mc in my visitations. 

Institutes* — Have no regularly organized institute. The county is so thinly 
settled that we fear to attempt it. Have held three district teachers' assoeia* 
tions, which mot with encouraging success. 

District Secretaries, — I belifeve that ajl the districts, excepting two, have 
secretaries, who acted as district superintendents, visiting the schools regu- 
larly once or twice each month. This practice generally has proven very 
good — stimulating teachers and scholars to improvement. 

Progress in Districts, — We have a fair and gradual improvement in every 
district in the county, excepting two. In one of them, the cause is want of 
interest in the board of directors ; in the other, dissatisfaction and disputes of 
the different members of the board^among themselves. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing public sentiment is favorable. The 
strong opposition which existed so generally a short time since, is gradually 
diminishing, and is now limited to one district, and even this heretofore 
greatly dissatisfied district, promises a change for the better. 

Our county is very mountdinous — the soil unproductive and sparsely set-* 
tied — our citizens generally poor i consequently improvenaent and advances 
ment must necessarily be slow. 

The most gratifying evidence of educational progress is the improvement 
which is apparent in our scbopl buildings. Old and dilapidated structures 
ate yearly being removed, and new and improved buildings are taking theiz 
places. 

Plans far next year, — ^My pcimsipal attention will be given to dassificAtion 
end ti^e adoption of a uniform series of books ; to the erection of new and 
bfittec buildings f and the adpptioi) of the district superintendency. 
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Potter Couhtt. — Stti Leunt. 

. School Houses, — Sufficient id all respects: — Al>bott 1; Allegheny 3$ Bingw 
ham 3; Clara 1 ; Coudersport 1 ; EoUlia 2; Genesee Fork (Ind.) 1 ; Harrison 
5; Hebroa 4-^ Hector 1; Homer 2; Keating 1 ; Oswayo 1 ; Pike 1 ; Pleasani^ 
Valley 1; Portage 1; Roulette 2; Sharon 3; Stewardson Ij Summit 2^ 
Sweden 1; Sylvania 1; West Branch 2; Woodvilie 1 — 4<3. 

Wholly defective: — Abbott 1; Allegheny 1; Bingham 2; Clara 1; Eula.- 
lia 1 ; Genesee 1 ; Harrison 2 ; Hebron 2 ; Hector 4 ; Jackson 2 ; Oswayo 1 ; 
Pike 1 ; Roulette 2; Pleasant V^alley 1 ; Sharon 3 1 Stewardson 1 ; Sweden 5 ; 
Sylvania 1; Ulysses 3; Wharton 2—37. 

Several new houses have been erected during the year worthy of notices 
Two in Hebron, were completed in time for the winter schools; large, comr- 
modious, substantial structures, but not properly ventilated. They are at 
improvement upon the usual style of school bouses in this county^ in height 
of story. There is now in course of erection another in Hebron, which wiH 
probably be better ventilated. A new house, just completed, iu Stewardson, 
IB one of the finest in external appearance in the county. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The schools of the whole county are nearly 
destitute of ail apparatus, except black-board. I have found but one globe, 
find that the property of the scholars. A few districts have supplied thcif 
schools with a large map of the United States, and Coudersport has part of a 
•et of Mitchell's Outline Maps. About a dozen schools have no black-board, 
and only two have what I should consider a sufficient amount. These are ia 
Abbott and Summit districts. 

Schools, — There are no graded schools in the county, the population being 
too sparse to admit of grading. All are more or less deficient in classifica^ 
tioD, on account of diversity of text- books. In some districts, a uniform 
series has been established, but in some of these, the books are not unifora\ 
because some people are scarcely able to conform at once, and directors havft 
Dot thought best to enforce the law with very great rigor. Schools es^pecialj j 
deficient in classification, are small and in newly settled regions. Where that 
aeholars are sufficiently advanced to study them, all branches required by laif 
axe taught. 

Teachers, — Much defective teaching is traceable to an insufficient supply of 
text-books, but more to a lack of uniformity in this respect. The selection 
of text' books is too often left to chance or the exertions of the itinerant book 
pedler. The supply of them is quite often limited by a real inability to proo 
core them, but oftener by ignorance of the importance of the subject, or 
apathy in regard to educational success. These difficulties will require yearf 
of persistent effort to eradicate. By far the most fruitful source of uasativt 
factory teaching, is school government. Success in this department require! 
that the teacher, able and faithful himself, should be heartily supported bj 
bis patrons, in a few schools, an unsuccessful terra was traceable to ineffi.- 
GieDcy in the teacher j in a few others the disorder was due to direct oppgsi- 
iioo by parents to the teacher's authority ; but in far the largest portioa of 
failures, the difficulty was the fruit of want of parental co-operation, or indij 
rect opposition by parents to thorough school discipline. There is a growing 
disrelish for corporal punishment, without a corresponding growth in th# 
ability to govern without it. It is to be regretted that n>any parents wh# 
nxB unable to dispense with it at homei should expect a teacher to l^eiep ordar 
witbojit it at school. 

Moral /iM/rucrt«n.-i— Schools in which the script urea were regularly rea^ 
i^tUDQber aomething upwa^ of sixty, aj^^ probivbly ij^ereaeiog. Mural instruah 
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tion was given regularly in four schools, but not by means of a text-book. 
It was given in morning and evening lectures. Those who gave it, report it 
to have been useful. In the remaining schools, moral instruction was givea 
tis occasion seemed to require. Such specific moral teaching is highly beii»- 
fcial in primary schools, being more tangible to the mind of the young than 
general instruction. Any delinquency may afford an opportunity to convey 
suitable admonitions, while more than ordinary diligence in study or correct 
ness of deportment may furnish a theme for discriminating commendation. 
A remark in this connection may not be inappropriate. Teachers are gene^ 
ally more apt to condemn than to commend. This is an error, (t is to be 
feared that the usefulness of that strong desire, manifested in children for 
8ome expressions of approval upon their efforts to improv^e' in morals and 
intellect, is not sufficiently appreciated. In our anxiety not to develop \n^ 
moral tendencies by praise for good conduct and prizes for scholarship, w« 
ought to be careful not to crush or neglect the spirit of generous emulation. 
Teachers are, no doubt, liable to appeal to improper motives to stimulnte tb« 
young, but more liable to err by appearing insensible to the triumphs of 
youthful intellect and virtue. 

Visitations. — Number of schools visited twice 61 5 once 33; not visited 8, 
mostly closed when I was in their districts. 

Directors. — Number in the county 174 ; visited schools with me 30. Had I 
heen able to announce beforehand the time of my visits, the number who 
accompanied me would have been much greater. 

Institutes. — Three county institutes during the j'ear : one in Lewisville, in 
November, two weeks; conducted by Prof. C \V. Sanders. 80 teachers 
were in attendance, and many citizens. Much good was effected, in qualify- 
ing teachers for teaching, in giving them nobler views of the profession, and 
in creating general interest in the cause. The evenings were devoted to di» 
cussions and lectures. Our teachers will long remember this as a season of 
pleasure and profit. Another in Coudersport, in March. Prof. Cooper, of 
Ulysses academy, conducted the exercises. The weather and roads weM 
Tery unfavorable. 35 teachers were present, and though so few the session 
ivas a good one. The Kev. John Pierpont, of Boston, lectured and read 
poems. The third was also held in Lewisville, in April. S. P. Bates, Deputy 
Superintendent, assisted in all the exercises. Here, also, the weather was ui> 
favorable, but the secretary's roll exhibited about 60 names. The session 
would have been a good one without the presence of Mr. Bates, but by his 
labors those three days have become memorable ones in the experience of 
our teachers. 

District Secretaries. — The schools in Harrison were under the care of Mr. 
Beebe, as district superintendent, during the winter term. From my own 
observation, I think considerable improvement in the order and discipline of 
the schools was manifested. Some of the teachers have voluntarily spoken 
of the beneficial effect of the district superintendency, and the board of di- 
rectors have employed Mr. Beebe for Ihe present year. 

Progress in Districts. — In no district has educational interest retrograded. 
There are, however, several districts in which financial embarrassment has 
been experienced. Some of this difficulty is attributable to former mismaiv 
agement, but much more to a cause over which the directors have no control. 
When first settled, our county had abundance of unseated tax and few scho- 
lars, and although teachers were imported at considerable expense, the futtdv 
were equiil to the outlay. As the settlements extended, unseated tax dimiiy 
ifihed in the same ratio, while the increase of taxable property bore no pro- 

J' 0Tti6n to the increasa of children to be provided with suitable schools, 
iven before they were aware of it, some districts ran into debt, and found 
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more schools in the district than the highest legal tar on the property of the 
district would keep in successfui operation. This state of ailairs seems to 
me to be a crisis, through which all new counties, with a school system like 
oars, must inevitably pass. ISome districts have already passed this crisis, 
among which Harrison, Bingham, Roulette and Ulysses may be mentioned ; 
tome are now in the most trying portion of it, among which are Allegheny, 
Hector, Pike and Sweden ; and some are just now entering it, among which 
Hebron stands most prominent. 

Public Sentiment, — Out school S5'^8tem as a whole, is, I believe, well grounded 
in the affections of the people, and adding yearly to the number of its advo- 
cates. The county snperin tendency, at first unpopular, has grown steadily 
into favor, and in the past year quite as much as in any former year. No 
former Superintendent had been able to devote his whole time to official duty, 
on account of an insufficient salary. Having received a fair compensation, I 
have labored the whole year in the office, except an occasional day necessa- 
rily devoted to the cares of my family. On this account, if no other, the 
omce is believed to have more friends than at the commencement of the year. 

Suggestions, — There are several points with regard to the system, to 
^ich attention may properly be called. The opinion is quite common in 
the county, that directors should receive some compensation, and be sworn 
into oflice. The opinion is still more prevalent, that an equal school tax on 
property throughout the State would be a wise and just measure, it would, 
indeed, seem that the property of the State ought to educate its chil''.r^jn. 

Unstated Land Tax. — Several directors have also expressed a desire for 
some means of collecting, yearly, the school tax on unseated Ian :s. Could 
this be ejected, it would materially benefit many districts in our county. It 
may not be expedient for the county treasurer to sell unseated lands more 
than once during his term of office, but the taxes might be obtained yearly by 
tfflding 10 per cent, to all those not paid within the year for which they are 
levied. 

flans for next year, — My plans for the coming j'-ear are: — 1st. A more 
caCreful attention to collecting information for the central department. 2d. A 
faithful discharge of the duties of examining teachers and visiting schools. 
Id. A more systematic course of institutes and lectures for the preparation 
of teachers ; and 4<th. The diffusion of educational information among the 
people, by means of lectures and the local press. It is hoped to enlist the 
friends ol education in this last project, and to make our county paper an 
efficient means of educational advancement. 



Schuylkill County. — /. K. Krewson, 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Ashland 2; Auburn 1; Barry 3 ; Blythe 4-; 
Branch 5 ; Brunswick, East 4 ; Brunswick, South (Ind.) 1; Butler 3; Cass 
9 j Centre (Ind.) 1 j Cressona 1 ; Eldred 6 ; Foster 2; Frailey 4; Hegins 3; 
Hubley 2; Kesslcr (Ind.) 1; Mahanoy 5; Manheim, North 9; Manheim, 
South 4^ Middleport 1; Minersville 1; M'Keansburg (Ind.) 4; New Castle 
8 J Norwegian 3; Norwegian, East 4; Orwigsburg 1; Palo Alto 2; Pine 
Grove bor. 1 ; l^ine Grove tp. 6 ; Pine Grove, West (Ind.) 1 ; Port Carbon 3 ; 
Port Clinton 1 ; Pottsville 5 ; Keilly 4 ; Rush 5; Schuylkill Haven 1 ; Schuyl- 
kill tp. 6 ; Stephens (Ind.) 1 ; South (Ind.) 1 ; Tamaqua 1 ] Tremont 3 ; 
Union 12 ; Washington 5 5 Wayne 8—158. 

Insufficient : — Saint Ckir 3 ; Tremont 1 ; Wayne 1 — 5. 
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Furniture. — Sufficient :*-*-Ash land 1 ;Bnmch 1; Cressona 1; Minersvilie 
2; Pine Grore bor. 1; Port Cliatoa 1; Pottsville 1; Schuylkill Haven \] 
Tamaqua 1 ; Tretnont 3 — 13. 

Insufficient : — Ashland 1 ; Butler 1^; Church (Ind.) 1 ; Begins 1 ; Hubley 
S; Pottsville 1; Saint Clair 2 ; Schuylkill Haven 1—10. 

Schools. — Graded: — Ashland 8; Auburn 2; Braniih 3; Cressona 4*; Frai- 
ley 3 ; Minersville 8 ; Palo Alto 4 ; Pine Grove bor. 3 ; Port Carbon 6 ; Port 
Clinion 2; Pottsville 16 ; Saint Clair 10 j Schuylkill Haven 85 Schuylkill tp. 
4; Taunaqua 11 ; Trennont 5 — 97. 

Unclassified: — Butler 1 ; Norwesrian 3 — 4". 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible was regularly read in 131 schools. In 
several others it was read by the teachers, accompanied by all of the pupils 
of the school who were able to read. It was by this method that the patrons 
of many of our schools were induced to supply other books than a Testament 
for their children to read in at school. I like the plan, and, wherever it has 
been judiciously adopted, it seems to have been received with high favor. 

Moral instruction by text-book, orally or preceptively, was not given in any 
school. 

Visitations, — I cannot give the exact number, nor length of time of visits 
to each school. Visited some once, some twice, a few three times, and a 
very few four times. Number not visited at all during the term, 17. Of 
these five were in session 10 months, one 6 months, one 5 months, and the 
rest 4 months each. Reasons for not visiting were various. Six schools 
were closed when 1 called to visit them. Of the 11 others, two were far off 
and very small, one of them frequently having but 3 pupils. One school 
would have required a drive of 16 miles, circular ; — the day was inclement, 
and a director who was visiting with me, said it was not at all certain that it 
was in session. One was in an independent district, very small, and the 
teacher, as in the three cases last above mentioned, had been inrtracted how 
to manaore and teach. 1 had confidence in their honesty of purpose to do their 
duty to the best of their several abilities. The schools of one district were 
irregular in time of opening, and, several interruptions occurring in some of 
them, while waiting for all to be in session that they could be visited at the 
same time, the whole were omitted. Except three, all of the 17 had been 
regularly visited every previous year, from 1854. Not less than 15 to 20 
other schools than those spoken oi above as being closed, were not in session 
when 1 first went to visit them. 1 hey were visited afterwards. 
I Directors. — Whole number in the county, when boards are full, 336. Three 
districts have 12 directors each, and two districts are non-accepting. About 
145 visited with me. In some cases I had the whole board, and sometimes 
but one director, at others none. 

Institutes. — Number of county institutes, none. There were 11 district 
institutes, with an entire membership of 121. Four met twice, and the others 
once a nionih, but some were not regular in their attendance. Two or three 
districts make it obligatory on their teachers so to meet, and have adopted 
rules granting certain privileges, and imposing speci5ed penalties for non- 
attendance. Wherever a spirit of harmony prevails among all the members, 
(and so far as 1 am informed it does, except in a single case, and there to but 
a slight degree is the reverse true,) the perceptible effects of these meetings 
are most salutary. 

Secretaries. — With regard to the perceptible effect of the secretary acting 
as regular monthly visitor of the schools, these are my impressions, viz:-— 
The other members of the board take less interest in the affairs pertaining fee 
the proper organization of the schools, and to the cleanliness, order, classifi* ' 
cation and progress of the pupils. So long aa the same persoi^ acts as seere- 
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fary, and in the capacity of visitor of the schools, the board haire no com- 
parison of views on matters within the school room. When it is made the 
daty of the secretary to visit, and he is paid for the service, the other mem* 
bers are much less inclined to visit at all, invariably find an excuse by saying, 
^ it is the secretary's business to visit the schools." And then, teachers and 
pupils like, not so much, probably, a frequent repetition of visits from tbe 
same person as they do the same number, or more visits from different pei^ 
sons. And 1 think the efiect would be better, espcctally if each member was 
required to gire, at the next regular meeting of the board, a detailed report 
of the observations of his visits. Would it not be well, then, for the direo- 
tors to visit by turn, and to distributs among themselres the amonot paid to 
tiie secretary for the performance of this duty ] This would need the at»- 
thorit}' of the law. 

Progress in Districts. — The usual amount of progress has been made In all 
of the various districts of the county, it afforded me peculiar grAtitication 
to hear a warmly approving opinion expressed of the manner in which the 
schooU of Kldred, South Manheim, New Castle, Norwegian and Wayne were 
conducted during the last term. There were no bickerings to awaken pr^ 
judices among the pupils of the several schools of these districts. That some 
few o( our schools have not been as prolific of good results as we could have 
wished or had a right to expect, is true. The nature of the causes of failure 
io defective ones, is indicated in another part of this report. 

Public Sentiment. — Public sentiment is strong in favor of general and 
liberal education. The only exceptions to this are to be found in those ex- 
clusively rural districts, where long-nurtured prejudices are of so rank a 
growth, that their boanches fall to earth and take new root. But, for these 
cases, the force of suasion led on by prudent example will show the virtue of 
the earliest remedy. 

Plans for next year. — We have, as yet, settled upon no new plans for the 
ensuing year, i^jveral new ideas have prc?iented themselves, but, at present, 
and under present circumstances of the public intranquility, we are dubious 
as to the propriety of attempting any material change. None, for experi- 
ment sake alone, is contemplated. 

Individual opinions and suggestions — Bible reading. — In some few schools 
the pupils do not observe proper quietness, nor give proper attention during 
the Bible reading exercise. This should not be. 

Sanitary. — In my visits 1 found several school rooms overheated ; some of 
them very much so. A number of others, not overheated, were not at all 
properly ventilated. Slill, overheated and badly ventilated rooms were fewer 
than at previous times. 

Posture. — A very considerable number of onr teachers have fallen into the 
censurable practice of requiring pupils when sittirng, standing, and even 
when walking from place to place lu the school room, to keep the arms folded 
across the chest. 

Some teachers constrain all their pnpi]j«, young and old, when making use 
of a book, to hold it invariably in the lejt hnnd. My opinion is, that when 
one is reading on the leJt-Uaud page, as the book is opened before him, he 
should hold the book in the rig/it hnnd ; and when reading on the rig/it-htind 
page, the book should be held in the Uft hand. This gives and presents a 
much more natural position, and, during a long exercise, tends to relieve 
from fatigue. 

Teachers^ Equipments. — By the term equipments is meant nil things neces- 
sary for a teacher's own use in the school room ; such as books, pens, ink, 
paper, ruler, &c. Each teacher should supply himself with a copy of 
every book used as a regular class book in the school ; that is, with a copy of 
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oaeh of the books which the board may have authorized to be introduced 
and used. Many advantages to be gained by this will suggest themselves to 
the thoughtful mind ; and, this hint having been privately given, a very coa- 
stderable number of our teachers have acted on it. In a very few cases the 
board of directors have furnished a copy of the more expensive class books 
to each school for the teacher's use. The taking, by the teacher, of a book 
from some member of the class at every recitation, often subjects pupils to 
inconvenience, and not unfrequently to a loss of a part of the benefits of the 
exorcise. 

Points of the Compass, — Every teacher should mark upon the floor or ceil- 
ing of his school room, the principal points of the compass. The fact of 
maps being made with north toward the top of the sheet, south toward the 
bottom, &c., is not sufficient. 

Orthography. — Though still slighted in some instances by inattention or 
improper leaching, or both, this branch is much better taught than formerly. 

Heading. — By very many of our teachers this branch is not taught as it 
should be. instead of teaching pupils to express themselves naturally in 
reading, the mechanical operation of counting at the punctuation marks is 
gofie through with. This practice is fast waning, however. 

Writing, — A large share of time is given to this branch, but too many of 
our teachers do not give proper oversight at the time the exercise is going 
Of). The setting of copies, though now much better done than formerly, is 
still too often done in a careless manner. 

•Attendance List, — Some teachers keep their list of pupils' attendance in 
even a less careful and tidy conditon than their copy books. In filling out a 
teacher's certificate of qualification in writing, how would it do to be guided 
by bis ^^ setting" of copies and filling out monthly reports 1 

Late to School and Early Out, — Repeated complaints were made against a 
very few teachers for going to school late and dismissing before time. 

Too much in School. — A great many parents complain of teachers for keep- 
ing their children in school too long ; and it must be admitted that the prac- 
tice of ^^ keeping in " is too much resorted to as a punishment for misbehavior, 
imperfect lessons, tardiness, speaking, moving out of seat, <Scc , 6cc., almost 
without end. 

Petition in favor of Teachers. — It has become too much of a custom for 
boards of directors to receive, from patrons of the schools, petitions for and 
against teachers at the time of making the appointments for the term, fa 
some cases directors even encourage this, for the plain purpose of avoiding 
the responsibility of a decision. This is decidedly wrong. 

Jf on- accepting Districts. — Some years ago there was a law in force allow* 
ing any non-accepting district 25 per centum of their State tax for two suc- 
cessive years, in the event of their accepting the system and putting and 
keeping public schools in operation according to law. That special act ceased 
to have effect in 1855, since which time Mahanoy, Union and West Penn, 
then non-accepting, have become accepting districts. Could not the law be 
revived so as to give them the 25 per centum of State tax for two years 1 

Prospects. — Our prospects indicate a slight falling ofl^ in length of term in 
some districts, and a reduction of teachers' salaries in others, in some dis- 
tricts, both of these curtailments may take place. Still, my impression is, 
that the reduction will not be so great as, by some, is hinted probable. We 
have, as a consequence of the general depression in all departments of busi- 
ness, fewer subscription schools in session this summer than we have had 
during any one since 1854. This may lead to a higher appreciation of the 
regular term of public school. 
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Snyder Cocntt. — Samuel AUtmaz. 

School Houses. — Sufficient : — None. 

Insufficient: — Beaver 1; Beaver, West 2j Chapman 1; Perry 1 — 5. 

Two new school houses have been built during tke school year in the Penn 
district^ and one in the West Perry district, which are really in most respects 
a credit to the inhabitants, but not so entirely complete as to warrant me in 
placing them in the first class. It is in contemplation in the Seliusgrova 
district, to erect a school house of a superior kind during thia school year. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — Sufficient: — None. 

Insufficient : — Beaver 1 ; Beaver, West 2 5 Perry 1 — 4s. 

The Selinsgrove directors have one set of outline mapp, which they move 
from one school to the other, as required. Most of the teachers throughout 
the county have, at their own expense, furnished maps to aid in teaching 
greograpby. 

Sctiools, — Graded : — Selinsgrove 6. 

Unclassified : — Perry 1.. 

Selinsgrove district is the only one in which the schools are graded, and I 
nvst confess that they are not as well graded as they should be. The chief 
difficulty lies with parents, in their great desire to have their larger children 
take care of the smaller ones, and thus go to the same school. There should 
be graded schools in Middleburg and Freeburg. 

I have insisted on a proper classification of pupils in all* the schools, and 
it afifords me pleasure to say that the classification is much better than I 
found it. 

Text-Books. — In regard to uniformity of text-books, there is much to com- 
plain of. The directors of the different districts have each adopted a aniform 
series, but the adoption is so imperfectly carried out, that the benefits are not 
realized. One serious impediment is the opposition manifested by parents to 
frequent change, and another that each district adopts a difierent series. 

Teac/iers. — The lowest figure on which it is proposed to grant a provisional 
certificate during the next year is three. This will raise the standard of 
teaching and encourage qualified teachers, whilst those who cannot reach the 
Bumber proposed will find that, unless they make some strenuous efforts at 
improving, their services will be dispensed with. There is material enough in 
our county to furnish competent teachers at a figure not worse than three. 

During the public examination of teachers, the directors and citizens, in 
Dearly all the districts, manifested a deep interest in the proceedings. This 
was encouraging, as it gave the directors and parents an opportunity of seeing 
for themselves what kind of teachers were to be placed over their children. 
it never was my lot to associate with a more faithful corps of teachers than 
those engaged in this county, during the past year. Of course there were 
some exceptions, but as a whole, they were all anxious and strove hard to do 
their whole daty with fidelity. It is a cause of regret that those who have 
labored with so much energy and success, should be compensated so meagerly ; 
the salary being so low, as scarcely to aiford a common subi^istouce. This 
should not be. 

Moral Instruction, — The scriptures were read once a day in all the schools, 
with but six exceptions; instructions w«re not imparted by means of a text-v 
book, but were siven orally. 

Vis-itation. — The schools were all visited twice during the school yacir, 

and the average duration of each visit was about one and a half hours. This 

was the most pleasant part of the duties that devolved upon me. 1 was &»« 

cqip^pauied in nearly all my visits by some of the directors and at limes by 

9 
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citizens— all of whom seemed highly gratified with the course I pursued. 
My rule, in such case, was to hear a short lesson from each class, commencing 
with the alphabet, correcting and commenting during these exercises, and so 
cm through all the different classes. At the cof>clas}on, I addressed the school 
for some 15 or 20 minutes, showing them the relation between parents, teachers 
and scbolairs. The whole number of directors in the county is 78, of whom 
ffboat 40 accompanied mc at these risitations. 

Institutes, — Our comity institute was held in December, at Adamsburg ; 
three days. There were about 35 teachers present. Although the attendance 
was not Itrge^ yet the proceedimgs were of marked ability, and much practi- 
cal good resulted. 

There were fire district institutes during the year; sonne composed of 
teachers from two or nnore adjoining districts. They were generally well 
attended. Wherever they were established and well conducted, 1 found a 
peroeptiklo beneficial efl^ct upon the teachers and community, — they infused 
new life in the teachers, and spread intelligence among the people relative to 
the school system. I hope to be able to establish similar insiitutes through* 
out the county during the next school year. 

Progress in Districts* — While there has been slow progress in educational 
ioprovement in some of the districts during the school year, there has been 
no retrograding in any of them. In all the districts there were at least a few 
of the directors who made erery efllbrt to advance the cause of education. 

Public Sentiment. — The public sentiment of the county is favorable to the 
system. It is true that, here and there, I found indiridual opposition, but it 
was of such a character as scarcely to be worthy of serious consideration. 



SoBffEnsET County. — Jos, J. Stvtzman. 

School Houses. — Suffident: — Addipon 3; Brothers' Valley 1 ; Elk Lick 5f 
Greenville 2; Jefferson 2; Jenner 8; Middle Creek 1; Milford 3; Morth- 
ampton 4 ; Quemahoning 5 ; Somerset bor. 1 5 Somerset tp. 10 ; Stony Creek 
2 ; Summit 3 ; Turkeyfoot, Upper 1 ; Turkeyfoot, Lower 3 — 55. 

Insufficient: — Addtson 2; Allegheny 5; Brothers' Valley 1; Elk Lick 1; 
Greenville I; Je^r^on 2; Jenner 2; Larimer 1; Middle Creek 2; Milford 
4; Northampton 1; Qoemahoning 2 ; Shade 7; Somerset tp. 2; Southamp- 
ton 2 ; Stony Creek 3 ; Summit 1 5 Turkeyfoot, Upper 4 5 Turkeyfoot, Lower 
1—44. 

The Ist class includes those that were in good repair, and of a sufficient 
size to accommodate all the pupils on tl>e list, by using furniture of an ap- 
proved pattern. The last class are nuisan<5es to the neighborhood. I believe 
there were iione built during the last year, of this kind. 

Furniture and .^ppareuus. — Sufficient: — Berlin bor. 2^ Brothers' Valley 
1 ; Greenville 1 ; Jefferson 1 ^ Jenner 4 ; Milford 2 ; Somerset bor. 4 ; Somer- 
set tp. 5 — 20. 

Insufficient: — Addison.^; Allegheny 10; Berlin bor. 1; Brothers' Valley 
5; Elk Creek 4 5 Greenville 2; Jefferson 3; Jenner 7; Larimer 3; Middle 
Creek 3 ; Milford 5 ; Northampton 5 ; Quemahoning 5 ; Shade 10 5 Somerset 
tp. 7; Southampton 6; Stony Creek 65 Summit 3; Turkeyfoot, Upper 85 
Turkeyfoot, Lower 5 — 103. 

Some 40 or 50 of our schools were provided with Fowlers utiineJfapSy 
usually the property of the teachers, and there were about as many sets of 
OsgoofPs charts, Mext is the inevitable black-board, which is every where, 
more or less ; — and that is about all under the bead of apporatiis. The table 
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shows the condition of the school furniture. The new houses are usually 
well seated now-a-days, but after they are taken off the contractor's hands, 
things are apt to run to seed. 

Schools* — We have 4 graded schools in the county : Somerset one of 4 
grades, Berlin 3 ; Wellersburg 2, and Petersburg 2. AmoDg these the classi- 
fication of the Somerset school was the best, and that of the Wellepsbnrg 
Mshool the worst. 

In the mixed schools, teachers are generally expected to do what they can 
to estaUisha unifoTntity of texh-b«eks, those in use in our Normal sohools 
being the standard. Their success is various ; hence we still hare several 
UDclassilied schools. The scKools are here distributed into three classes: 
1st. Such as hare good classes in all the common school branches, at least ; 
2d. medium, and 3rd, poor schools, some of which teach'^little heyond spell- 
ing and reading. Those of our two principal boroughs are now much the 
hest in point of scholarship, having good classes in Algebra, Composition, 
ice. Each graded school is, under this headj reported as one school. 

Teachers. — ^Two taught under professtonai certificates ; all the rest were 
examined, both because this was expected of us, and because we consider the 
Sta4o certificate, under preseiH circumstances, the only professional standard. 
The examination, although more thorough than any previous one, was limiN 
od to the common school branches. Hereafter it will he more extensive. 

Visitation. — All the schools were visited once, and several twice, except 
two, and that by no fault of mine, as I was at the houses at two different 
times for the purpose. Average length of these visits H hour. I had the 
company of several directors to the next school house, usually upon my in- 
vitation, and might have had many mete with me on the same terms, if I hod 
hftd time to tun them dewB. 

MorcU Instruction. — Under this head we can say but little. A few teachers 
opened their sc1m>oJs by the reading of the scriptures and prayer. We all be- 
lieve tiie Bible, and shall urge this duty upon all tiiat shall be thought capa- 
ble of atteiKiing to it in a becoming manner. 

Institutes. — Our county institute was held at Somerset during the Christ- 
mas holidays ; duration five days, with 80 teachers in attendance. District 
institutes were also held on the alternal Saturdays, in Elk Lick and North- 
ampton townships. 1 was present at several of them, but found few, besides 
teachers and directors, in attendance. All the teachers of these districts were 
required to be present. 

Diktrict Secretaries. — Allegheny was the only district where the secretary 
WRi« employed to visit the schools, which was done punctually every month, 
and with good results. 

Progress. — Our progress is steady and sure, and 1 think we can safely say 
DO district has retrograded. The very poorest are anxious to employ the best 
teachers they can get for their money, and even now we are expecting an ad- 
vance ill the salaries in several districts. 

Public Sentiment, — The intelligent portion of the commonity are generally 
favorable to the system, but there are still many that regard schools as a neces- 
sary evil, and accordingly prefer low wages-men for directors. Luckily the 
most rabid of this class are unwilling to take charge of the office themselves ; 
hence the management of the schools usually devolves on those who feel in- 
torested in promoting tiicir success. 

Conclusion. — I have no new plans to offer. I expect to make a fuller re- 
port next year, especially in some points where the present has fallen short 
of my wishes { but especially to endeavor to interest the community by the 
publication of facts and figures at home. To the local editors, I am already 
under many obligations. 
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Sullivan Cofnty. — H, Armstrong, 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — None. 

Insufficient: — Cherry 4; Forks 1 ; Elkland 3 ; Fox 1 — 9. 

Eleven of the hooses in Cherry are |?ood, substantial, well finished and 
well ventilated buildings; but are wholly without wood houses or privies, 
and the gronnds are not fenced in. Of those marked v/holly defective in 
Cherry, one was burned down the night after the Winter school closed. It 
was the worst school bouse in the county. Cherry district deserves great 
credit for having built 10 new school houses wichin about 6 years. The 
directors build 2 per year, and will continue to do so until the old houses all 
disappear. Then out buildings, fences, ^., will donbtlens he erected. 

Dushore bor. house needs a wood boni»e only, it is a fine building. A 
medium sized bell is much needed. Laporte bor. house needs a wood hoase 
and privy. Fox has one first class house, bnt lacks wood house and privy. 
One house in Davidson needs only painting and a wood house. Many ethers, 
though in a worse state, are capable of being made comfortable houses. The 
building tax seems to be paid cheerfully. Shrew^^bury has no public schools, 
or school houses, that I can hear of. On the whole, our school houses are not 
inferior to those that I have seen in adjoining counties. Under this head 
there is great progress being made all over the county. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — Sufficient: — Cherry 11; Dushore bor. I j. 
Forks 1 ; Fox 2; Laporte bor. 1 — 16. 

Insufficient: — Cherry 3; Col ley 3; Davidson 3; Elkland 3; Forks 3f 
Fox 1 ; Hillsgrove 2 j Laporte tp. .'i — 21. 

Few of the schools of our county have any other apparatus than a black 
board ; and some of these are very small, and some are without even these. 
The new hou;>es in Cherry, and the house in Dushore bor. are well supplied 
in this respect. The same may be said of one house in Fox district. Laporte 
bor. school has a fine globe, and all the sg1>ooIs in Elkland and Fox have a 
large map of the United vStates. The old fashioned slab with four legs is 
the bent scat that can be affi>rded, in not a few of our school houses. Under 
the head of school furniture, many of our bchool houses are cruelly d^ficieni, 

Hc/iools, — Graded : — iSone. 

Unclassified : — Cherry 3 ; Davidson 2 ; Elkland 1 ^ Fox 1 ; Laporte tp. 1 

--8. . ' . . 

The want of uniformity in text-books is a pad deficiency in our county. 
Most of the districts, perhaps all, have noUiiually adopted a series of texl- 
books, but the law is not enforced. 1 shall urge the directors to remedy this 
evil at unce. 

Teachers. — Under peculiar circumstances 1 granted two certificates with 
grammar blank. During the next year 1 do not intend to grant any certift- 
cate with a lower figure than 3, except perhaps in grammar. 

Moral Instruction. — ^Scriptures read in 20 schools; opened with prayer in 
4; with singing in 10; oral moral instruction in 25. 

One young lady teacher read a story every morning from Cowdery's *^Ele* 
meutary Moral Lessons." The e/Tect was evidently good. 

Visitation. — 1 visiied 2 schools 4 times ; 29, 3 times; 16, 2 times; and 4, 1 
time. Thus every school in the county was visited at lea«t once during ths 
winder. 1 spent a full haJf day at almost every visit. There are 60 directors in 
the county, only 9 of whom accompanied me at any visit. Some of the di^ 
rectors, i learned, viaited the schools in their district at other times, repeal 
edly. On the whole, however, 1 fear there is a sad neglect on the part of ths 
dii^ctors of our county, in viaitiog the schools under their charge. 
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Institutes. — ^One county institute, at LnpoTte, commencing in September 
and continuing ^'x t(7«e/c5/ thirty-three teachers in attendance. Grest good 
has resulted from these long institutes, and/ we now regard them as a fixed 
fact in our cciunty. In conducting the institute I received important aid 
from Mr. Richardson, my predecessor, and from Mr. Lukens. Our school 
interests sufler a great loss in the removal of Mr. Kichardson from tbe 
county and State. 

District Superintendents. — There is but one district in which the secretary 
acts as district superintendent, viz : Colley district. The results are favor- 
able, but from the diiSculty of obtaining tho right men, I do not think much 
can be accomplished, in our county, by the system of district sujJerintendents. 

Progress. — 1 do not think any district in our county has retrograded, 
though 1 can hardly judge, as it is my first year in office. I am inclined to 
think that considerable progress has been made. Most of our teachers have 
been diligent in endeavoring to improve themselves. The result is perceptible 
in their schools. In one or two districts sufficient care is not taken in select* 
ing teachers ; and in several districts no attention is paid to the certificate in 
grading teachers' wages. In one district ihc poorest teachers actually receive 
the highest wages, — a fault arising, in part at least, from allowing a director 
to hire the teacher for the school near his own residence. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevalent public sentiment in reprard to the school 
aystem is favorable. 1 think the school tax is paid more cheerfully than any 
other. Our people seem to regard the system as a fixed fact^ and the few 
who would have it otherwise are disposed to acquiesce silently, if not cheer* 
fully. In all my intercourse with the citizens of the county during the past 
year, 1 have not heard one word spoken against the school system. 

1 regret that Shrewsbury district is still disposed to refuse the school law. 
1 trust that this diptrict will not be blank in the column of statistics, next 
year. 

Plans for next year. — We design holding a six weeks' institute in Dushore 
bor., to commence in September. Without decided improvement, some, who 
received certificates last year, will be rejected this year. Especially all will 
be rejected who are not good in the rudiments^ however well prepared they 
may be in advanced studies. 



Susquehanna County. — j1. JST. Bullard. 

I received my commission the thktieth of July, but I could not well enter 
upon the duties of the ofiice until about the first of September, after most of 
the summer schools had closed. 

School Houses. — There must be in the county from 256 to 260. How many 
of that number are sufiicient in all respects, 1 am unable to state, but should 
think less than one-third ; and perhaps one* third or more are wholly defective 
and injurious to the young. However, there is among the directors and peo- 
ple generally, a commendable zeal to substitute, for the old and miserable 
school houses, new and good ones, as fast as possible. 

Within the year, one or more new houses hav%i»een erected or completed 
in each of the foUowiug districts, viz: Apolacoo, Auburn, Bridgewater, 
Brooklyn, Choconut, Dimock, Forest Lake, Gib»>oo, Great Bend, Jackson, 
Jessup, Lathrop, Lenox, Liberty, Silver Lake, Springville and Thompson, and 
perhaps in some others not named. And while iu nearly every district in 
the county, there are more or less houses decidedly unfit for use, yet things 
look very encouraging as regards school houses i for the si^ns of the tiinea 
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clearly indicate that the period is not far diatant, when SnsqciehaDBa county 
Uriil be dotted over with beamiful and convenient school houses. 

Furniture and ^ppartUus,'-^1he nannber of school bouses well supplied 
with suitable furniture and proper apparatus is very small. The new bouses 
are generally well sopplied, (especially when contrasted with the old ones,) 
while nearly all the old and dilapidated ones are nearly destitute of any fur^ 
niture, or apparatus, except black-board surface, of which I find more or less 
in almost every lionse. 

Si:hooi3. — There is bat one well graded school, and that is in New Milford 
borough, where they have a very good and convenient school building, very 
well supplied* with suitable furniture and apparatus, and have had a prospel^ 
ous school, under the care of on experienced principal, aided by worthy assist- 
anta. All the other schools are ungraded, but in nearly all of them the pupils 
are properly classified. The success that has attended the graded f«hool in 
l\'ew Milford borough, clearly convinces me that the directors of Brooklyn, 
Great Bead, Harford, Springville, Susquehanna Depot and Montrose, (and 
especially the latter place, as their school house is a disgrace to the borough,) 
would do well to establish, in each district named, a graded school; for cer- 
tainly there is in each the material for a first class graded school, could the 
directors and people be induced to make use of it. 

The want of a uniformity of text-books is one of the most aerious draw- 
hacks to the rapid improvement of our common schools, with which we have 
to contend. A convention of directors and teachers was held within the year, 
and a uniform serTes of text-books recommended for adoption, and then a 
vigorous and general effort was made to have them adopted; but the effort 
was attended with only partial success, — as I find, when 1 visit the schools, 
that in many af them there is yet an embarrassing medley. 

Teachers, — A large share of them gave full satisfaction, as near as i could 
judge ; but still that old and troublesome complaint yet exists in some parts 
of the county, — poor and young teachers. That we have some poor and many 
young teachers in the county, is true. Our best teachers are often paid better 
prices in other counties than at home; consequently we lose them and have 
to take up with the poor and inexperienced ones. And many times the youTtg 
and inexperienced teachers are employed from the very fact that they can be 
had cheap, to the exclusion of good and experienced ones, — a policy much to be 
deplored. During the next year 1 intend to grant few if any certificates 
marked as low as 4 in any of the branches. Public examinations are held 
throughout the county twice each year, fall and spring. The number of 
teachers examined in the fall was 296, and the number examined in the spring 
302. To hold the two aeries of examintitioBs each year, consumes 60 days 
of my time, and requires 600 miles trav«l. The examinations are generally 
well attended by the directors, and in many cases by the peopk. 

Moral Instruction, — The exact nuinher of schools in which the scriptures 
ate regularly read, is small; and moral instruction is not imparted by meana 
of a text-book in more than 6 or 8 schools. 

Visitation, — As I could not well enter upon the duties of the office until 
the last of August, i was unable to visit the summer schools, as they ae^irly 
ail close before the first of September. The winter schools all (or nearly all) 
commence the first Mou^j^ in December, and continue 24 to 3 months. 1 
managed, by being industrious, to visit 160 schools before the term closed, 
making my visits average from ]( to 2 hours each. The whole number of 
directors in the county must be 198, and some of them accompanied me at 
the visitations in nearly every district. 

Institutes, — Two county institutes were held, attended by about fifty 
teachers. At the time of holding the first, the roads were aliaost impassible ; 
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and at the time of Koldmg the second one, the loer excitement teemed to ab* 
•orb nearly the entire attention of the communUy, preventing no doubt an a^ 
tendance as large as there would have been under other more favorable cir- 
cumstances, yet they were well calculated to do much good. 

District Institutes, — These are held in many of the districts, as often as 
once in two weeks, with marked efiect for good on the district, and the effect 
would be much greater if encouraged and aided more by ike directors and 
people. 

Progress in Districts, — It would be somewhat difficult to name the districts 
where a very much greater progress in educational improvement was read# 
than in others, as I am fully convinced that progress was made during ih^ 
year in all the districts in the county, but more no doubt in some than in 
ethers ; and I am quite unwilling to believe that any one of the districts Xix 
the county retrograded is the least during the year. 

Public Sentiment, — The public sentiment of the county in relation to th# 
common school system has continued to improve, and to adopt its salutar/ 
provisions as fast as could be expected ; for a change, to be healthy and per- 
manent, should not be too sudden. There are numerous evidences of tha 
improved state of public sentiment in regard to our school afiklrs, and one of 
them is the great contrast between the old and the new sehoal houses. Be> 
fore the present system was in operation things called school houses wew 
built for from $80 to $125 each, while at the present time sdiool houses an 
being built worth from $250 to $500 each, — and a fine ornament they are ton 
in the neighborhood where they are built. 

Suggestions, — Many times the directors are much troubled to obtain sites 
or locations for school houses, and 1 would suggest that the law applicable to 
a few counties be made general. 

Would it not be well to reduce the several boards from six to three mem- 
bers, and pay each of the two members, say fifteen dollars, and the secretary 
twenty dollars annually ( 

I would suggest that the time for commencing the school year be changed 
from the first of June to the first of May, as I observe in all farming dis- 
tricts the average attendance of pupils is much less during the months of 
August and Sepiember, than during the months of May and June ; and cer- 
tainly the irregular aUendance of pupils is a serious obstacle in the way of 
improvement. 



Tioga County. — Hiram C, Jokns, 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Bioss 2; Brookfield 2; Charleston 6; Cly- 
mer 2 ; Oovington tp. 2 ; Deerfield 2 ] Delmar 10 ; Llk 2 ; Gaines 6 ; Jacksoa 
4; Knoxtille 1 ; Lawrenoeville bor. 1 ; Liberty 6; Maas&cid 1; Middiebnrj 
5; Morris 1; Richmond 6; Rutland 6^ Shippea 1,* i^allivan 7; Tioga 3; 
Union ft ; Ward 4 ; Westfield 2-^7. 

Insuflieient : — Brookficid 8 { Charieston 6 ; Chatham 7 ; Olymcr 8 ^ Oov^ 
ington bor. 2; Covington tp. 8; Deerfield 1; Delmar 2; Farmington 4^ 
Jackson 4 ; Lawrence tp. 4 ; Liberty 1 ; Alorris 1 ; Nelson 4 ; Kichmooji 
S ; Kiidand 2 -, 8hippen 1 ; Sullivan 5 i Tioga 3 ; Union 2 -, Ward 1 3 Well*- 
boro' 1—63. 

Tioga, Delmar, Gaines, F.Ik, Charleston and Liberty are taking the lead in 
erecting commodious houses, and supplying them with good black-boards 
Liberty, KnexviUe, Deerfield and Clymer did nobly during the past year 
Liberty built three houces-^^ne {vt a graced school, and costing about $1,000 
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The miserable old shanty that so long disgraced Knoxville is replaced by a 
large commodious house for a graded school, — costing not less than $1,000. 
Lawrenceville borough purchased the old academy, and had a graded school 
in operation five months during the fall and winter. 

Chatham, Nelson and Covington borough ought '' to be held up to public 
notice." Not a schoul house in either fit for use, — not from a lack of means. 

There seems to have been great neglect of duty in many parts in the se- 
lection of proper sites for school houses. In many instances, they are lo- 
tsited in the most forlorn and inaccessible places. There are not a dozen 
school houses in the county with proper play grounds and shade trees ; and 
not a few are ^trespasses'' upon, and ^* nuisances" to, the public, by reason 
of their close proximity to the public highway. He who has tried it, knows 
it to be difficult to tempt his scholars forth, either by gentle or austere means, 
through the labyrinths of knowledge, when surrounded by such an uninviting 
scene. Children love beauty and adornments, and parents and directors 
must not be surprised to find "attendance" marked '* irregular " or *' poor," 
for schools kept in miserable old houses, surrounded by a barren waste. 

Furniture, — Sufficient: — Charleston 6; Clymer 2j Deerfield 2; Delmar 
8 ; Elk 2 ; Gaines 6 ; Jackson 4; Knoxville 1 ; Lawrenceville bor. 1 ; Liberty 
S; Mansfield Ij Middlebury 2; Morris l\ Richmond 2; Shippen 1; Sulli- 
Tan 3 ; Tioga 3 ; Wesifield 2—49. 

Insufficient: — Bioss 1 ; Brookficld 8; Charleston 8; Chatham 13; Clymer 
7j Covington bor. 2; Covington ip. 3; Deerfield 3; Delmur 2; Farmington 
8j Jackson 4$ Lawrence tp. 6; Liberty 6 ; Middlebury 7,* Morris 2; Nel- 
son 4 ; Osceola 2 ; Richmond 4 ; Rutland 4 ; Shippen 1 ; Sullivan 8 ; Tioga 
4 J Union 5; Ward 2; Wellsboro' 1; VVestfield 6— 12L 

jSpparatus, — All the schools in the county are provided with a msp, (Mil- 
tiheil's or Monk's United States,) except those of Bloss, Chatham, Deer Held, 
Knoxville, Middleburg, VVestfield, and Wellsboro', making 190 provided with 
maps; having none, 46. I have found globes iu but three schools in the 
county, — the property of tlie teuche/s. Thirty-three school-houses are pro- 
vided vrith good black-boards; the greaier part of the balance are mere, 
apologies ; a few have none. 

&choo/s, — Graded schools were in successful operation dnring the year in 
Tioga, Blots, Wellsboro', Lawrenceville borough^ Liberty and Osceola. 
Schools well classified, but not graded, 79; medium classification, 83; poor, 60. 

There is a disposition on the part of a considerable number to encourage 
the establishment of a large number of schools, fancying the health of their 
children demands a school near the parental roof. I have found a number of 
children less than five years of age in the school. Parents should reflect 
that sending their ^^ babies*' to school, ^^to get them out of the way," is both 
ifijurious to the child aud school ; while directors should enforce the law 
iMkd require teachers not to receive them. During my visitations the past 
fear, 1 found a number of schools with five, eight, ten, iwelve and fifteen 
-scholars in attendance; and iu almost every instance they were a failure. 
Directors, feeling that they can not afiford to pay for the best qualified, fill 
these small schools, almost without exception, with teachers whose services 
tx>uld be dispensed with, without any loss to the public. To fill this large 
number of schools, the Coimty Superintendent must grant certificates to some 
who ought not to receive theoi. Small schools are unprofitable to the patrons^ 
and a needless expense to the district. The directors of Clymer are inaugu- 
xating a healthy reform in this rofe^pect. 

Ttxt-Eooka. — There is a great variety of books in use in the county. This 
prevents a proper class! licaiiou of the schoul, distracts the tiforts of the 
teacher, and, iu a great degree, destroys the interest of the school. Deluiar 



TIOGA COUNTY. 137 

18 the only district in which I foand printed resolations posted up, in each 
•cfaool, authorizing the use of the specified series of books and none other. 

Ttacktrs. — While we have a few com)ieteut and well qualified teachers in 
this county, a majority lack in qualtOcations and experience. The great 
scarcity of teachers still rennains one of tiie chief obstacles in the way of 
more rapid pTogre58. Yet, when we refiect thnt the compensation fur teach- 
ing, in most districts, is still inadequate, and that no direct aid is brought 
into requisition by the State, to assist the teachers in their self-sncrificiog 
tforts to become better qualified for their onerous duties, we must look upon 
tiiia as a legitimate and necessary consequence. However unsatisfactory may 
be the present supply of teachers in this county, it is a source of gratification 
and encouragement to know, that we are far better provided for in this r»* 
flpect than a few years ago. Keformers must be content to see ^' lar^e bodies 
move bIow." 

Moral Instruction. — The scriptures were regularly read in about 70 schools. 
No moral instruction, 1 believe, was imparted by means of a text-book in 
Buy of the schools ; and in but few orally. This branch of education seems 
to be neglected. 

Visitations* — I have visited all the. schools in the county once during the 
ye«T, (except two or three not in session during my visitations,) and 120 the 
second time. Owing to the number of schools, the shortness of the term, 
the extent of territory to be traversed, and the many almost impassible 
roads, 1 found it impossible to visit each school twice. 

i mi^ke it a practice in my vibitntions, first, to take a seat and quietly ob- 
serve the workings of the school, methods of instruction, order, &;c. ; after 
which, 1 call for classes, and, with the teacher, go through with a brief r»- 
-▼iew ; foUowiitg with a short speech to the scholars, in which I take occasion 
to urge the necessity of regular aud prompt attendance, industry and order 
in school, the benefits to be derived from a good education, and the evils of 
ignorance ; and in these short addresses, I have had the pleasure of bpeaking 
words of encouragement and admonition to about 7,000 youth, and I trust, not 
wholly in vain. Suggestions to the teacher ure either written out and handed 
to liini, or given orally after calling him aside. 

I think it conducive to the most good to go into the school without any 
previous notice ; for then the Superintendent sees it as it is. 1 conceive tliat 
it is not for the purpose of witnessing an exhibition, that the Superintendent 
visits the schools; but for the purpose of acquainting himself with their 
everyday condition and woik, and to make sucn suggestions as he may deem 
iiecessary and proper. 

School Directors, — There are 198 school directors in this county, 47 of 
whom accompanied me at the visitation of their respective schools ; and more 
would gladly have done so, had it been possible for me to inform them of my 
liresence in the district without great delay and inconvenience. They are, 
•Jmost without exception, men of integrity and the most prominent citizens 
in the district. 

Inatitutes, — Two county institutes were held during the year; one at 
Mansfield, in ^lovem[)e^, the other at Tioga, in April. About 70 teachers 
were present at the former, and 100 at the latter. £ach session continued 4 
days, and was a success, in addition to the valuable services rendered by 
Profs. Wightman, Reynolds, Buriingame, Wildman, Allen and others, of our 
Bcadtinies and high scbools, the interest and profitablenesii of the session at 
Tioga were materially enhanced by the labors of Deputy Superintendent 
Hates and Prof. C W. Sanders. 

in these gatherings for mutual consultation and exchange of opinion, valu- 
able information is imparted and received ; a noble emulation generated i 
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tnd a general bracing up effected for useful work in the school room. 
Teachers go home with a broader faith in the resjponaibiiity and itnporiattt^ 
of their profession, and witb lighter hearts and ilrmer vesoWes to succeed. 
The only thing to be regretted ts that so many of the youager and more inr 
caperienced teachen, through an ill-fooaded timidity, stay away. 

Covington, Charleston and Liberty kept up district institutes during the 
'winter tertn, with the names of about 10, 17 and i4> teachers respectively, 
upon their roils. Each held about six meetings duing the winter term. Ths 
principle of district institutes is a good one, when carried properly into exe- 
cution. Covington required the teachers to attend an i«stitute every alter nata 
4^turday, or teach a day in lieu of it, and at least one of the board was ppo- 
aent to see that the teachers complied with this requirement. 

District Seortt^ries. — The secretaries of Bloss, Ward and Elk acted as 
district t^uperintendents. They visited their respective schools once a month. 
Visitntk)n;s by a competent district, superintendent have a good effect. 

Progress in Districts, — Knoxville and Deerfield — in the erection of school 
houses through the efforts of their directors. Lawrence ville baroagh — pu^- 
c^jase and repair of house for graded school; determination lo employ the 
best teachers; an efficient board of directors. Liberty — erection of school 
houses ; district institute ; graded school ; wide awake directors, tkoid interevt 
among the people. Mansfiejd — finances of the district good; self-sacrihcing 
and untiring people ; directors in favor of best teachers, order and system in 
business, and modern improvements; length of school term increased. Ciy- 
ttier — erection of school houses ; lessening and consolidating the schools ; 
greater activity and energy with directors. Delmar and Charleston — erection 
of school houses ; empJoytnent of best teachers; pay of teacher according to 
the grade of certificate ; thurough directors ; system well carried out. Fa>- 
inington — great improvement in finances of district. Wellsboro' — oompeteBl, 
thorough board of directors ; a large, new, commodious house for graded 
school will soon be conipieied, and the sins of oivissioti of this district fully 
fttonod for. 

Chatham — on a " stand still," if not retrograde ; poor school houses, a&d 
finances in bad condition; a debt of $1,000 hanging over the people; they 
must of necessity employ medium teachers, if not the poorest; outstanding or- 
ders ^^a year old" unpaid. Nelson — poor houses; too many schools; shorter 
terms ; not over efficient directors. Want ef space forbids further detaiL 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment is favorabie and improviofl^ 
People of discernment and reflectioa, who have watched its workings, hass 
become satisfied that the system is no Utopian scheme, but founded, froa 
necessity, upon principles of wisdom and expediency ; and would look upon 
its abandonment us nn anfortunate step backward toward tbe4lark ages. A. iew 
thort-siglited, misuiiihropie capitalists, generally without a family to educa^ 
constitute about the only class cf ** croakers" agatust the principk^of *^€a» 
ing them to educate their neig^bbors^ children." ^'et they coinribute withool 
a murmer to build bridges over which they never pass, and to erect jails ia 
which they never expect to take ludgings. 

Plans jor the year. — 1. Kigid adherence to the law, with a detcrmioatioii 
lo enforce it according to its '* reason and apirii." 

2. EKaminatiou of teachers, as heretofore, io fall and spring. 

3. Visit the schools winter and summer as lieretofore; luiid as matiy adb* 
national meetings and give aa many educational ieciurei;, ats health and other 
duties will allow. 

4. Call two county institutes. 

b. Induce teachers and directors to organize district institates, as far as 
possible. 
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6. Co-operate with directors whenever practicable. 

7. Divide my time equally among the schools. 

8. And finaliy, devote my whole time to official duty. 

Amendments to the School Law, — With the amendments proposed ot the 
last session of the Legislature, I shall be satisfied for the present ; hoping^ 
however, at no distant day, our schools will be maintaiiKid by a uniform tax 
throughout the State, and the poorer counties relieved of their high tax and 
iiiort term, and put upon an equality with the richer and more able counties. 
As it is now, the harden is quite unequal. 

Home J^qenciu* — Our academies and high schools have done aftd are doi n|r 
much to prepare our teachers. Their agency is materially felt in the com- 
mon schools, for the better. 

County Papers. — It is with pleasure that I refer to the earnest co-operation 
o£ the county papers in every movement calculated to further the interests of 
the schools and elevate the character of our youth. They evidently appre- 
oiate the importance of education. 

The War. — The war excitement will no doubt influence and disturb oor 
schools ; yet sdiools arc the last thing that should be eflected by the war. 



Qkion County. — Z>. Heckendom. 

School Houses, — Suflicient: — Buffalo district 4«; Bufialo, East 1; Buffalo, 
West 2; Hartley 7$ Kelly 1; Lewisburg 1; Lewis 4; Limestone 3; MifBia*- 
burg 1 ; New Berlin 1 ; White Deer 1 — 26. 

insufficient: — Buffalo district 2; Hartleton 2$ Kelly 1; Union 2; White 
Deer 1—8. 

Six school houses have been repaired. The old court bouse in New Berlia 
was changed into three excellent school rooms and one hnll frjr public exer- 
cises ; and in . Limestone district there was a new one built, and the part of 
White Spring school house formerly used as a dwelling, Otted up for a primary 
school, which gave the citizens of that sub-district tbe advantage of two 
graded schools. 

Furniture^ 4*c. — Sufficient: — Bufiklo district 4; Buflalo, East 1; Buffiili», 
West 2 ; Kelly 1 , Lewisburg 5 ; Lewis 2 ; Limestone 2 1 Miffiinburg 4 $ New 
fiorlin 3—24. 

Insufficient: — Buffalo district 1; Hartleton 2; Kelly 1; Lewisburg 3; 
Union 2; White Deer 6—15. 

Schools, — Graded: — Lewisburg 10; Limestone 2; Mifflinburg 4; New 
Berlin 3—19. 

Unclassified : — Hartleton 2. 

Ally the schools in the county that mi^ht be graded to advantage are now 
graded, except those of the borough of Hartleton. I am informed, however, 
that there will be an effort made to have thei^e graded by next winter. About 
ihocteen schools are sufiering very much from the want of a proper course of 
studies, suited to the age aud capacity of the pupils. Mental arithmetic aftd 
elementary geography, for example, are almost entirely neglected. Why art 
those brauches not studied! The teacher answers, ^'Because the scbolara 
have not the books." " The directors have not decided on having those 
branches taught." The directors, on their part, give numerous excuses ; but 
the principle one is, ''^Parents won't buy the book,^^ " Why noti" ^-^ Because 
they canU set the use of those studies.^'* Here, then, you see public opinion 
must be educated. We are evidently spending money to keep schools open 
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that are not sufficiently supplied with books to class them, so as to realize to 
our children the blessings the school system desip^ned for them. 

Teachers, — The frequent change of teachers is an evil that calls for a remedy. 
A poor teacher cannot be dismissed too soon ; hut a good and faithful ona 
should not he changed so long as he proves true to his profession. Nor 
should he desire to leave, so long as he can be useful in the same school, and 
receives the same compensation for his labor as he would were he to change 
But so strong is the desire to change, not only on the part of directors, but 
also of the teachers and people in general, that only three of our schools 
have been taught for six successive years by the same teacher ;- three for five ; 
five for four; eleven for threes while twenty-five have been taught for two; 
twenty for one, and eight taught less than one term, in the same schools. 

Moral Instruction. — The scriptures are used in the opening exercises of all 
our schools. Some of the teachers read a chapter in the morning befove 
prayer; others require the pupils to commit a small portion daily, to be re- 
cited in the moruing in answer to their names at roll call ; while others, 
tgain, require their scholars to read a chajj^et " vf rse .atout." Oowdery's 
Moral Lessons are used in a few schools Cn\f:,i h iias an excellent moral 
efiect on the minds of the pupils. 

Visitation, — I made one visit to all the schools in the county, (except one, 
not open at the time.) Prof. A. S. Sassaman visited nineteen while 1 was 
confined to njy home by sickness. After I had sufficiently recovered to r^ 
sumc my duties partially, I succeeded in visiting all, except fourteen, the 
second time. Owing to ill-health, and in some parts to badly ventilated 
school houses, I was often obliged to abridge my visits, and to direct my re- 
marks more or less to ventilation. 1 may after all have been the instrument 
in doing some good in that direction. 

InstitiUes. — The annual meeting of the Union County Teachers' Institute 
was held at Lewisburg. About fifty were in attendence ; a pleasant and 
interesting meeting, continued three days, and had no ** foreign aid." 

The teachers of Lewisburg, Hartley, Hartleton, Lewis and Union districts 
had organized institutes; but the number of meetings or sessions was not 
reported. My health did not permit me to take an active part in them, bat 
I attended one session of the Lewis and Hartley institutes. No one was 
allowed to be a silent or idle spectator. All were required to take part. This 
is the true secret of success. The beneficial influence of these mutual delibe- 
rations reached every family, represented in their schools. 

District Secretaries. — Lewisburg is the only district in which the secretary 
of the board acted as district superintendent. He attended to the grading of 
schools, and settling cases of difficulties. He visited the schools as often as 
interest or necessity required his service. 

Pvllic Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment is favorable to the school 
system, contrary exceptions notwitstanding. 

Changes, — The 12th section of the present school law would, I thii^k, be 
better, if so amended as to require the school directors to enter upon their 
official duties at the beginning of the school year, to enable each school board 
to complete its own report within the school year. This would save embar- 
rassments to the new officers, and secure more perfect reports to the School 
Department. 



Vena.%'go County. — Charles H, Dak, 

Never has Venango county enjoyed a greater degree of prosperity than 
daring the last year. The contrast between it and the previous year is in 
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deed strikirij^. The oleagfinous deposits in this county are prorin^ a source 
of great wealth. Real estate has, in some districts, risen to an unprecedented 
▼ahie ; yet the revenue for school purposes has not increased, nor will it, 
until after the tri-ennial assessment. Even the tax on single freemen, 
amountinfjT to a considerable item, has baen overlooked in one or two towi>- 
flhips in tho oil region. 

School Houses. — Sn fficien I :^— Allegheny 3; Cannl 85 Cherry Tree 85 
Cherry Tree (Ind.) 1 ; Cooperstown bor. I ; Clinton 6 ; Complanter 8 ; Cran- 
berry 10 5 Emienton bor. 1 ; Fetterman (Ind.) 1 ; French Creek 6; Harmony 
1; Hickory 2; [rwin 3; Jackson 1; KingsleyS; Oakland 7 5 Pleasantvilte 
bor. 1; Plum 4; President 1; KichJ'ind 2; Kockland 4; Sandy Creek 7; 
JfeJcrubgrass 8; Sa^ar Creek 3; Tionesta bor. I5 Tionesta tp. 3 — 94. 

Insufficient: — Allegheny 1; Canal 2; Cherry Tree 2; Cornplanter 1; 
Cranberry 1; Harmony 1; Hickory 3; Irwin 1; Jackson 4; Finegrove4; 
Plum 2 J President 1 ; Sandy Creek 1 ; Sugar Creek 2,- Tionesta tp. .3 — 29. 

8 T?ew houses have been erected during the year, mostly neat and commo- 
dious, — especially so, the one in the borough o*' Emienton. 

Furniture and Jlpparatus. — Sufficient: — Allegheny 8; Canal 2; Cherry 
Tree 2 ; Cherry Tree (Ind.) 1 ; Cooperstown bor. 1 ; Clinton 5 ; Cornplanter 
8; Cranberry 10; Emienton bor. 1; Fetterman (Ind) 1; French *Creek 9; 
Harmony 2; Hickory 2; Jackson 2; Kingsley 3; Oakland 8; Pinegrove 2; 
Pleasanlville bor. 1; Plum 7; President 1; Kichland 6; Rockland .5; Sandy 
Greek J ; Scrubgrass 8 ; Sugar Creek 2 ; Tionesta bor. 1 ; Tionesta tp. 3-— 
102. 

Insufficient: — Clinton 7; Franklin 6; French Creek 10 5 Irwin 7 ; Presi- 
dent 3 ; Sandy Creek 10 5 Sugar Creek 7 — .'^O. 

102 houses were furnished with convenient desks. Black-board surftkoe 
exceeding 30 sqnare feet was found in 92 houses. f>6 were supplied with a 
large map, and f)0 with Osgood's Primary ('harts. Globes, maps and charts 
were found in several schools, the property of their enterprising teachers. 
One <%chool was provided by the scholars with a carpet and blinds. 

Teachtra, — Of 48 professional certificate? granted by my predecessors, the 
holders of bnt 20 were engaged in teaching in this county during the year. 
The low wages and the great inducement offered in the oil business, allured 
many of our best male teachers from the profession. 

U\ a few townships, liberal wages, graded according to certificate, wei« 
paid. The greatest drawback to the advancement of the schools exists in 
the little discrimination shown in the selection of teachers. The discretion 
used in ordinary business transactions, is too often laid aside in the selection 
c£ teachers. Not how good, but how cheap a teacher can we get 1 is the 
question too frequently asked. The consequence is that the country is over- 
run with cheap teachers. Directors have remarked, ** no matter how low we 
put the wages, we can always get plenty of teachers." The instruction of 
snch teachers is, however, not of the kind that parents should covet for therr 
children. 

The examinations were all oral. In many districts they were well attencted 
by directors and citizens. 

Visitation. — I have endeavored to visit every school in the county, but faiM 
in several instances, owing to a temporary closure of these schools. Many 
were visited twice, and a few three and four times. To impress npon tb^ 
minds of the pupils the importance of thorougfhness, system, and the dere^ 
9ping of the chinking powers, was the burden of my effbrte while in tHfe 
ithool-room. 

My particular attention was given to the primary schools, in an effort ^ 
h&ve correct priacipUs and habits, the first and only ones instilled into lA 



U2 WARREN COUNTY. 

youthful mind. The erroneotts and highly injurious doctrine, that ''any 
teacher will do for small children," 1 have endeavored to upset. We want 
moulders of the mind in our primary sehoola, and net so many mere leswik 
kiorers. 

Institutes. — The Venango county institute held its annual session ; the 
Western Venango, Southern Venango, Oakland and French Creek each held 
semi-monthly sessions during the winter. Most of the aieotinga were well 
attended, and much interest was manifested. 

Progress. — Although the advancement of education and the condition of 
our schools during the last year were far from what they should have been, 
yet progress has been made, and the future brightens before the friends of the 
good cause. 

Public seutiment is, I think, improving. 

Much credit is doe our late State Superintendent, Hon. H. C. Hickok, now 
a citizen of this county, for the interest felt and services rendered in the 
cause of education ; also^ to those faithful directors who sacrificed much of 
their lime and labor in the promotion of the welfare of the schools. 



Warren County. — W. F. Dalrymple. 

School Houses. — Sufficient: — Broken straw 2 ; Columbus bor. 2; Conewango 
4; Corydon 1; Deerfield 2; Farmiiigton 3; Forest (Ind.) 1; Freehold 1; 
Limestone 2; Mead 3; Pinegrove2; Pine Valley 1; Pittsfield 3; Pleasant 
2; Sheffield 3; South- West 3^ Sugar Grove 9} Warren bor. 1; Wrights* 
ville 1 ; Youngsviile 2 — 48. 

Insufficient : — Brokenstraw 4 ; Columbus tp. 5 ; Conewango 3 ; Deerfiekl 
2 ; Elk 3 ; Farmington 2 ; Freehold 3 ; Kinzua 1 ; Limestone 3 ; Pinegrove 
4 i Pitts6eld 1 ; Pleasant 5 ; Spring Creek 4 — 40. 

Many of the districts of this county commenced building their school 
houses immediately after the passage of the act of 1854, and are now quite 
well supplied. Among these I will mention DeerEeid and Sugar Grove, 
having the largest number of schools of any town:9hip3 in the county. They 
have, by a steady progress, furnished nearly every school within their limirs 
with a commodious house. Other districts, which are amply able to build 
without finding it a burthen, are just entering upon the (litharge of this 
duty, in this class are Brokenstraw, Columbus and Freehold, — the last named 
having erected a superior house the past year, and all three of the townships 
having provided means for the immediate erection of others. 

Farmington, Pinegrove and Spring Creek are the only districts in the county 
that have failed to build any houses, under the present law. I understand 
the directors of the first two hold no title to the bull dinars occupied for school 
purposes. This condition of affairs arises from the fact that certain neigh- 
borhoods, in these townships, erected good houses previous to the passage of 
the present law, by individual euicrpribe, and have opposed taxation, which 
they claim is unjut^t under the circumstances ; while the other parts of the 
townships have objected to the payment of a consideration by the district, for 
these houses. The prosperity of the schools requires the respective boards 
to own and control the houses, and it is hoped that these ditferences of opin- 
ion will be so reconciled as to accomplisii this purpose. 

Sheffield, a district in the more i^parsoiy settled part of our county, has 
erected a house the past year, superior to any one-siory school house in the 
county, which, with previous improvements, gives ihem a supply of first class 
houses. 
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Mead, the adjoining township, has erected oomntodknia houses. 

Kinzua, a tillage having one of the largest schools in the county, has the 
poorest house occupied by the same number of scholars. 1 notice, however, 
tbey have quite recently completed a handsome church, and presume this 
has delayed the building of their school house. 

Corydon, a neighborincr village, has selected the most pleasant site in its 
vicinity, and erected a first class school house attd established a first class 
sobool. 

Furniture. — Sufficient: — Warren bor. 1. 

Insufficient : — Brokenstraw 6 ; Columbus bor. 3 ; Columbus tp. 10 ; Cherry 
Grove 2; Conewango 10 ;• Cory don 1 ; Deerfieid H; Elk 7; Eldred 7; Farm- 
ington 11; Forest (Ind.) 1; Freehold 7; Glade 5 ; Kinzua 1; Limestone 7; 
Mead 4.; Pinegrove 9 ; Fine Vailey (Ind.) 1 ; PitrsAcld 5; Pleasairt 7; Shef- 
field 3; South- West 7; Spring Creek 6 ; Sugar Grove 12; Wrightsville 1; 
Youngsville bor. 2 — 149. 

Schools, — Graded: — Wnrrefi 1; Youngsville 1; Columbus 1; Pittsfield Ij 
Pi negro ve 1 ; Sugar Grove 1 — 6. 

The schools of Youngsville and Sugar Grove are graded by dividing the 
scholars of each village between the two houses in each, according to pro- 
gress. This, in many cases, requires nearly twice the travel necessary, were 
the house centrally situated with capacity to accommodate the children of the 
entire village, end removes the smaller pupils from the care of older ones in 
the same family, causing frequent complaint from the patrons of the schools. 
Their experience in this respect should teach the directors of districts having 
large village schools, to provide a union house, as being the most convenient, 
as well as least expensive plan. 

There are about one-half of the schools of the county well classified, 
having nearly uniform series of text-books. The remainder of the schools 
found it impossible to effect a thorough classification, from a want of uni- 
formity of text-books. Much vms done, however, in the course of the year 
to remove this hindrance, and I am happy to state the efibrts were successful, 
except in Brokenstraw and Sugar Grove, where the directors failed to act 
efficiently, and thereby increased the embarrassment. 

Moral Instruction. — In twenty-three schools the scriptures were read, and 
their influence, together with the exemplary conduct of the teachers, gave a 
healthy moral tone to the schools. I did not find any text-books used to im- 
part moral instruction. Some teachers made use of parts of reading exercises 
to impress moral lessons. 

Visitation. — [ visited all of the schools of the county once, except seven, 
and most of them twice, averasring about two hours to each visit. Those I 
did not reach, were not in session when 1 u-as in the part of the county in 
which they are located, and from their remoteness I did not subsequently 
reach them. There are 162 directors in the county, and 85 accompanied me 
to the schools. The directors of Columbus borough and township, Freehold, 
Farmington, Pinegrove, Limestone, Shefiield and Wrightsville manifested a 
lively interest in their schools at my visitations, most of them accompany- 
iog me. 

Institutes. — There was one county institute held in the county during the' 
year, continuing four days. Attendance of teachers from forty to fifty. 
Roads bad. War excitement intense. There was but one district institule' 
organized, — in Pittsfield district. Its nrteetings were monthly, and the effect 
favorable. 

District Secretary. — Pittsfield and Limestone engaged their secretaries to 
act as district superintendents. 'Ihe schools of Pittsfield were visited at the 
dose of each month by the district superintendent, and the teacher's report 
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received in the presence of the school ; When the progress and deportment 
of individual scholars and classes were inquired after for the month, and sue- 
oess commended. These regular visits were regarded by the scholars with 
lively interest. Some of the teachers stated to me that the influence of 
these visits, together with the thorough system of reporting adopted, estab- 
lishing' a monthly public review, did more for the government and progress 
of their scholars, than anything they had ever before attempted to inirodnce. 

Progress. — Columbus bor., Warren bor., Pittsfield and Wrightsville made 
marked progress in educational improvement. The efllbrts of the boards of 
directors of these districts to secure first class teachers, and a local super- 
virion that appreciates effotU by teachers for improvemefit, gave success to 
their schools. 

1 think ihe schools of two or three districts hnve retrograded, their direo- 
toTs acceptiug teachers without proper attention to their qualifications. 

Public Sentiment, — The public sentiment of the county toward the school 
syFtcm is improving; — a general disposition now existing to comply with its 
provisions and give a better character to the schools. 

Cornplnnter Indians. — The school established in our county for the berreflt 
of the remnant of this tribe, is meeting the reasonable expectations of its 
projectors and friends. 

The school during the present year has been under the charge of Miss Ellen 
Overton, who was engaged by my predecessor. Her report shows forty-two 
scholars, many of whom exhibit quite a regular attendance. She Uuight six 
months, at $11) per month. 



Washington County. — ^. J. Buffmgton, 

[in consequence of the continued sickness of 1. H. Longdon, the Superin- 
tendent of this county, during the greater part of last year, the duties of the 
office were not regularly performed, and it became necessary to have a change 
made, which took place on the 19th of April, 1861, by the appointment of 
A. J. BulFington. But during the greater portion of the year no ^tati^tical 
notes seem to have been taken. This will account (or the meagreuess of this 
report.] 

Little more than a month elapsed between the date of my appointment and 
the erui of the school year. During that titne, 1 visited 2G schools and a^ 
tended to the other necessary acts of olficial duty. 

School Houses. — The school house of Washington borough has been befbio 
described. The grounds attached to it and those of the Monongahela City 
school, are well fenced and ornamented with shrubbery and shade trees. 

The directors of Bealsville, within the year, purchased a church ediffee, 
almost new and 40 by 56 feet in size, added to it another story, and fitted up 
in it two fine school rooms and a spacious hall. The building is now well 
arranged and presents an elegant and imposing appearance. 

Furidture and Apparatus, — All the schools I visited are supplied with 
cards, maps, globes and black-boards; and those of th« borough of Washii^ 
ton with philosophical apparatus, cabinet of minerals, library and the best 6f 
school apparatus. The furniture in these and in the others visited, is ^}8D 
good. 

He/tools, — The schools in the districts that have been Darned, with tllft 
■eirv^ary at California, are well graded. They are doing a good work i& 
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fuTnishiDg facilities for a thorough English education to every child in their 
respective neighborhoods. 

The higher branches are also successfully taught in many of the ruraj dis- 
tricts ; and it is generally stated that the schools never rendered greater 
satisfaction. 

Teachers^ — Of the teachers whose schools were visited, about two-thirds 
may be ranked in the first class of instructors \ and all who had had the ad- 
vantage of Normal training, clearly showed it in their schools. 

Owing to the limited period I have been in office, 1 cannot speak of progress 
in districts, the condition of public sentiment over the county, nor on those 
other points indicated by the Department. But I hope to be able to afford 
full information, in the next annual report. 



Wayne Countv. — Elias 0. Ward. 

School Houses, — Sufficient in all respects: — 1 in Buckingham, 1 in Canaan, 
2 in Clinton, 8 in Damascus, 7 in Dyberry, 1 in Honesdale, 1 in Mt. Republic, 
1 in Oregon, 1 in Mt. Pleasant, 5 in Palmyra, 1 in Paupack, 2 in Preston, 1 
jn Salem, 1 in Way mart and 6 in Texas — 39. 

Unfit for use and should be rebuilt: — 1 in Bethany, 1 in Buckingham, 2 in 
Canaan, 2 in South Canaan, 2 in Cherry Kidge, 1 in Clinton, 6 in Damascus, 
1 in Manchester, 1 in Mt. Pleasant, 1 in Palmyra, 3 in Preston, 2 in Salem,. 
4 in Scott, 4 in Sterling and 1 in Texas — 33. 

Our school houses are gradually improving. The one in Honesdale pur- 
chased during the year for a graded school, as to its structure, the quality 
and arrangement of its scats and desks, and accommodation for three hun- 
dred pupils, is all that can well be desired. 

Many of the houses are new and well and substantially built, but the seats 
and desks not conveniently arranged. The poorer ones will soon be removed, 
and their places supplied by new and convenient structures. 

Furniture and Jdpparatus, — The number of school houses supplied with 
comfortable and tasteful furniture and adequate apparatus, none. 

The Honesdale graded school has very comfortable and tasteful seats and 
desks, and sufficient black-boards and recitation rooms, but it needs more ex- 
tensive apparatus to elucidate and impress the several sciences. 

Insufficient furniture and apparatus: — 4 in Berlin, 1 in Buckingham, 3 in 
Canaan, 4 in South Canaan, 2. in Cherry Ridge, 7 in Damascus, 1 in Dyberry, 
1 in Lebanon, 3 in Manchester, 3 in Mount Pleasant, 1 in Palmyra, 1 in Pau- 
pack, 6 in Preston, 9 in Salem, 6 in Scott, 4 in Sterling, 2 in Texas and 2 in 
Wayne boro' — 60. 

The attention of the directors is turned towards the important item of 
school furniture and apparatus, and as their means will permit, they are 
making improvement. 

Schoofs. — VV^ell graded : — 1 in Honesdale, — and has first, second and third 
and fourth departments. 

Ungraded, but with proper classification and uniformity of books, 165. All 
the schools are tolerably well classed, but in some districts there ia not that 
uniformity of books which the letter of the law requires. But in this respect 
also the directors are gradually efl^ecting a reform. 

Teachers, — Whole number actually engaged in teaching the past year, 264, 
Males 97, females 167. Whole number with professional certificates 19. 
Ail these, so far as I know, have given full satisfaction. The number who 
taught with provisional certificates, 245. A large portion of these have given 

10 
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good fatisfaetion. Some have failed to give fall satisfaction for want of good 
governmeDt and sufficient energy ; and some others have failed to gire entire 
satisfaction from no fault of their own, but simply because fond and doting 
parents hare taken the part of stubborn and unruly children. 

Moral Instruction, — The number of teachers who read the scriptures regu- 
larly in school, 198; the number who do not, 6t>. The number who impart 
moral instruction systematically by means of a text-book, none; but nearly 
all impart such instruction orally, more or less frequently as occasion offers. 
The attention of the teachers has been particularly called to this important 
duty, and during the coming year more prominence will be giren to the 
mora! instruction of the young. 

Visitation. — With very few exceptions, erery school in the county has been 
visited twice, and the average duration of each visit has been little over two 
hours. Not visited at ail \i — these are small schools open only in summer, 
and were closed when the districts were visited. The whole number of di- 
rectors in the county, 15i. Of these. '2'2 at different times have accompanied 
the Superintendent. Most of the directors are laboring men, with families to 
support and debts to pay, and feel unab!e to spend their time in school visita- 
tion ; consequently nearly all the responsibility of this interesting and impor- 
tant duty is left with the County Superintendent. Could the directors feel 
their obligation in this matter, and enter on it with energy and discharge their 
duty according to the requirements of law, they would very greatly encourage 
both teachers and pupils, and accomplish very important results in favor of 
common school education. 

Injititutts. — The number of county institutes in the year, "2. Each con- 
tinued 3 days. M umber of teachers at each, 70. In some of thp districts teach- 
ers' institutes have been kept up during the winter term. Instead of insti- 
tnte«, many of the teachers have devoted Saturdays to visiting each others 
schools, and the practice, so far as 1 can learn, has been attended with interest 
and advantage. 

Dihtrict Secretaries, — Damascus employed the secretary to visit each school 
monthly, and the effect cf his labors, it is believed, has been favorable. A 
deeper interest has been awakened in the district, and a more general co- 
operation has been secured. 

Progress. — On the whole, it is believed the cause of education is advancing. 
In some districts, the wages of the teachers have been reduced to such an ex- 
lent as greuily to discourage them, and if continued, will render it impos- 
sible for many to suitably qualify themselves for their profession. "At Jl 50 
per week," our best teachers will refuse to teach, and will turn to more lucra- 
tive employment. But this destructive reduction in teachers' wages I trust 
will be only temporary, and the directors, it is hoped, will soon find it better 
and more just lo employ the best teachers, and at remunerative wages. 

Public Sentiment, — For the first time in the history of the present school 
system, no petition for its repeal has been sent from this county to the Legis- 
lature. This fact we regard as an. evidence of progress. Individual cases of 
opposition are frequently met in all parts of the county, but opposition is 
gradually dying away, arid wiih persevering fidelity on the port of parents 
and directors and Superintendent, we may confidently hope that the last 
traces of opposition to our admirable system will disappear. 

Plans for neat year. — The means adopted during the past year, so far as 1 
can judge, have worked well and met with general approval, and 1 can see 
no just reason for a material change. By being more critical in my examina- 
tions, and more careful in granting certificates, by mingling more freely with 
the people, and reporting more carefully to the directors, I hope to be a more 
efficient agent for the promotion of popular education. 
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Summary. — During the past year my time has been spent in traveling over 
the county, visiting schools, advising with school directors and teachers, en* 
conraging parents, learning the operation of the school system, making ad- 
dresses on subjects connected with popular education, and, in all other ways 
within my power, seeking the advancement and success of the cause. In 
doing this, I have traveled over three thousand miles, visited, with vei^ few 
exceptions, every school in the county twice, remained in each two hours, 
and made in each an address of from a quarter to half an hour. £very 
where I have been cordially received by teachers, directors and citizens. 



Westmoh ELAND CoUNTY. — Samuel S, Jack, 

School Houses* — Sufficient: — Allegheny 2; Bell 4-, Burrell 5; Concord, 
(Ind.) 1; Cook 4; Derry 12; Donegal 2; Fairfield 4.; Franklin 5; Hemp- 
tield 11; Huntingdon, East 3; Huntingdon, North G; Huntingdon, South 2; 
Latrobe 1 ; Ligonier bor. 1 ; Ligonier tp. 6 ; Ludwick 1 ; Mount Pleasant 6; 
New Alexandria 1; New Salem bor. 1; Penn 5; Salem 8; Sewickley 2; Sul- 
phur Springs (Ind.) 1; Union (Ind.) 1; Unity t) ; Washington 7; Youghio- 
gheny 1—109. 

Insufficient: — Allegheny 2; Bell 1; Burrell 1; Cook I; Derry 2; Donegal 
3; Fairfield 2; Franklin 3j Hempfield 4-; Huntingdon, East 2; Huntingdon, 
North 2; Huntingdon, South 4; Ligonier tp. 3; Loyilhanna 2; Mars' Hill 
(Ind.) 1 ; Mount Pleasant 2; Newton, West, bor. 1; Penn 2; Rostraver 5; 
Saint Clair 1; Salem 4; Sewickley 2; Unity 3; Washington 2 — 55. 

Nineteen new houses have been built during the year — thirteen of which 
are of a superior class. East Huntingdon, North Huntingdon and Youghio- 
ghen5'(lnd.) districts, bear off* the palm in this particular. In the selection 
of grounds, the style of architecture adopted, and the arrangement of furni- 
ture, the directors of these districts have displayed superior judgment and 
taste, and a desire for the comfort and convenience of children, which are com- 
mendable. 

Furniture, — Sufficient: — Allegheny I; Burrell 4"; Concord (Ind.) 1; Derry 
12; Franklin 5 ; Hempfield 6; Huntingdon, East 3; Huntingdon, North 6; 
Latrobe bor. 1; Ligonier bor. 1; Ligonier tp. 2; New Salem bor, 1; Penn 
3; Salem 8; Sewickley 2; Sulphu-r Springs (Ind.) 1: Unity 4-; Youghio- 
gheny 1 — 62. 

Insufficient: — Allegheny 4 ; Bell 1; Burrell 3; Cook 2; Derry 3 ; Done- 
gal 3 ; Fairfield 3 ; Franklin .') ; Harmony (Ind.) 1 ; Hempfield 8 ; Huntingdon, 
East 2; Huntingdon, North 2; Huntingdon, South 5; Ligonier tp. 4« ; Loyal- 
hanna 2; Mars' Hill (Ind.) 1; Mount Pleasant 2; Newton, West, bor. 1; 
Penn 2; Rostraver 6; Saint Clair 2; Salem 4-; Sewickley 3; Unity 3; Wash- 
ington 2 ; Youngstovvn bor. 1 — 75. 

Schools. — Graded: — Adamsburg bor. 1; Allegheny 5; Burrell 4; Concord 
(Ind.) 1; Cook 2; Derry 9; Donegal 2; Fairfield 3; Franklin 1; Greens- 
burg bor. 1 ; Hempfield 5 ; Huntingdon, East 6 ; Huntingdon, North 4; Hun- 
tingdon, South 3; Ind. No. 3, Derry tp. 1 ; Latrobe bor. 1 ; Ligonier tp. 5 ; 
Loyalhanna 1 ; Mars' Hill 1 ; Mount Pleasant bor. 1 ; Mouor Pleasant 6 ; 
New Alexandria 1; New Salem bor. 1; Newton, West, bor. 2; Penn 4; 
Rostraver 6; Saint Clair 1 ; Salem 7; Sewickley 3; Sulphur Springs (Ind.) 1; 
Union 1; Unity 7f Washington 2; Youghiogheny 1; Youngstown Dor. 1 — 
lOL 

Unclassified:— Bell 2; Cook 2; Derry 1 ; Donegal 4; Fairfield 2; Frank- 
lin 1; Greensburg bor. 1; Harmony (Ind.) 1; Hempfield 6; Huntingdon, 
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South 2 ; Latrobe bor. 1 ; LigODier tp. 5 ; Loyalhanna 2 ; Mount PleasaDt 3} 
Penn 2; Rostra ver 2; Unity 2; Washington 4 — 43. 

Teachers. — Number who intend to make teaching a permanent businesa, 
144^ number who do not, S9; number who are undecided, 49. 

There were 80 teachers employed who are holders of the professional cer- 
tificate, — 67 of whom gave full satisfaction. The remaining 13 have cer- 
tainly fallen below the standard; thinking, perhaps, that when they obtained 
a certificate of this kind, they had arrived at perfection. They are "stand- 
ing still," while the standard is rising. 202 holders of provisional certi&- 
cates were employed. Of this number there were 30 who did not render 
general satisfaction. 

Visitation. — All of the schools were visited once, and 28 received a second 
visit. 1 was frequently accompanied in my visits by directors, teachers or 
parents. The course pursued was to note the teacher^s order, arrangement 
and " aptness to teach," and i( these were not as they should be, to make sug- 
gestions for their improvement, either by advice or by taking charge of th« 
school for a short time; taking care, however, never to lower the teacher in 
the estimation of the school. Eight or ten minutes were devoted in each 
school to a friendly talk to the pupils, making suggestions for their improve- 
ment and encouragement. The average length of visits was a little over an 
hour and a half. 

About fifteen educational meetings were held while visiting the schools — all 

reasonably well attended. The interest manifested by the people in my 

efforts in this direction, gives room for encouragement, and during the next 

' year 1 hope to meet many of the citizens of the county at meetings of this 

kind. 

Institutes, — One meeting of the county institute, of three days duration, 
was held at Ligonier, during the Christmas holidays. Being in one of the 
extreme districts of the county, the meeting was not as largely attended as 
some previous ones — only about one-third of the teachers being present. Five 
divisional institutes were held in different parts of the county, attended by 
an average of about 40 teachers, each. The exercises of these meetings 
were conducted entirely by home material. Institutes have done a good work 
for teachers in this county — supplying in part the place of Normal schools 
in imparting information and correct methods of teaching — imbuing the 
teachers with new zeal for their work, and the citizens of the community ia 
which they were held, with a better appreciation of the object and ends of 
common schools. 

The number of district institutes is seventeen — meeting on each alternate 
Saturday j generally well attended and well conducted. 1 spent nineteen days 
and eight evenings at institutes. 

Music in Schools. — Many of our schools have singing in connection with 
the other every day exercises. Music is not made a study, but all are en- 
couraged to sing; and the influence of a lively song, upon the flagging spirits 
of a school after hours of confinement, can hardly be over-estimated. May 
the time soon come when singing will be heard in all the schools of the 
county. 

Schoof Examinations are encouraged by our best teachers, and, when pro- 
perly conducted, are productive of much good. By some teachers, examina- 
tions are abused j for he who prepares his classes for examinations with set 
questions, certainly perverts the object of what would otherwise lead to bent- 
iicial results. 

Progress, — My acquaintance with the schools of the different districts, pre- 
vious to the past year, being somewhat limited, 1 cannot particularize in this 
part of my report. But from the general interest manifested, the desire on 
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the part of teachers for self improvement, the co-operation of directors and 
parents, the uniformity of text- books, the number of new and well arranged 
school houses that are being erected every year, we cannot but conclude that 
we are making marked improvements. 

Public Seniiment, — The prevailinjj sentiment of the people of the county 
towards the system is favorable. True, there are still some who would op- 
pose it, and many are lukewarm ; bat this number is yearly becoming less, 
and firm friends more numerous. 

Plans for the coming year, — All teachers will be examined, if possible, ia 
the presence of the directors of the district in which they expect to teach. 
No private examinations will be granted, unless requested by a majority of 
the directors of the district in which the applicant expects to be employed. 
A special examination for the professional certificate will be held. As in- 
structed by the Department, teachers will be examined in the theory of teach- 
ing. Educational meetings will be held whenever it is thought they would 
be beneficial or desirable. 

In addition to the county institute, at least five divisional institutes will be 
held, and an effort will be made to organize a district institute in every towa- 
ship in the county. 

These plans, with the exception of the examination in the theory of teach- 
ing, were adopted during the year, and from experience and a better know- 
ledge of the wants of the schools, 1 hope to put them into more vigorous 
and effective operation the coming year. 



Wyoming Cout^ty. — Jacob De Witt. 

School Houses, — Sufficient: — Braintrim 1 ; Clinton 2; Eaton 2; Forkstone 
6 ; Mehoopany 3 ; Meshoppen 4 ; Northmoreland 4 ; Nicholson 3 ; Tunkhan- 
nock bor. 1 ; Windham 3 — 29. 

Insufficient: — Braintrim 2; Clinton 1 ; Eaton 1 ; Lemon 3; Mehoopany 1 ; 
Meshoppen 2; Northmoreland 1; Nicholson 3 — 14. 

In the foregoing list, houses that are classed as sufficient, are such as are 
in keeping with the prosperity, wealth and general mode of living in the par- 
ticular district. 

Furniture. — Sufficient : — None. 

Insufficient: — Braintrim 1; Clinton 1; Eaton 2; Lemon 1; Monroe 2; 
Meshoppen 1 ; Windham 1 — 9. 

The distinction as to furniture is made between those having black-board 
surface and those having none — none of the schools being supplied with ap- 
paratus of any kind. The directors of Nicholson have furnished their schools 
with copies of Mitchell's Map of the United States. 

Schools, — Graded: — Tunkhannock bor. 1. 

Unclassified: — Braintrim 2; Clinton 1; Eaton 3$ Lemon 1; Mehoopany 
3; Monroe 2; Meshoppen 2; Windham 2 — 16. 

^)ome of the dintricts have adopted a uniformity of text-books ; but a strict 
eompliance therewith, to the exclusion of all others, is not enforced in any 
of them. The schools arranged under the head of ^< well classed," are so 
supplied with books as not to demand an unnecessary number of classes. 

Teachers, — Examined 111; rejected 31; privately examined, about 20, 
Certificates were issued to but very few of those privately examined. Those 
issued in May, 1860, at which time examinations were held, have been ex- 
tended to December next, with a view of having the certificates all expire &t 
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the same time, and of holding public examinations but once a year, hereafter. 
I have used no fractions in my certi6cates. The scale, as 1 understand and 
have applied it, indicates the relative standing of the different members of 
the profession, as compared with themselves ; No. 5, for instance, denoting, 
not that the holder is absolutely unqualified to teach, but that, as compared 
with the profession, he ranks *'^very poor^ As the certificates are designed 
to guide directors in the employment of teachers and regulation of their sala- 
ries, this method seems to me to be best calculated to effect this object. This 
comparison is readily understood, even by the unlearned, while the use of 
fractions tends merely to confuse. 

Moral Instruction, — My notes upon this subject are not full, it being a new 
feature, and having escaped my attention during a part of the year. The fact, 
however, that but four of the teachers, at the time of visiting the schools, 
had had occasion to resort to corporal punishment, would seem to indicate 
that it has not been neglected, at least in its practical teachings. 

Visitation. — The schools were visited twice during the year, with but a 
very few exceptions, and all of them once, with but two exceptions. One of 
these was an infant school and kept open but a short time ; the other is at a 
German settlement in the extreme part of the county, about eight miles 
from any other school. The others not visited twice, were not in session at 
the time of visiting in the particular locality. The average duration of the 
visits was about two hours. 

We have in the county eighteen school districts, which would give 108 
directors. Four, at least, have not complied with the requirements of the 
law during the year. Fifteen directors accompanied me in visiting one or 
more of the schools in their respective districts. 

Institutes, — Four county institutes have been held, continuing from one to 
four days. There have been formed, by the union of two or three adjoining 
districts, three other institutes or associations. The meetings have generally 
had a very good effect on community in districts in which they were held. 
They are the life of the system. 

Progress in Districts. — While there has been a healthy, gradual progress 
in most of the districts, there are none in which the changes have been of 
such a marked character as specially to distinguish them from the others. 
Xjcmon appears to have retrograded, though I hope good may come from pre- 
sent difficulties. ** When matters are at their worst, they are sometimes at 
their best." The directors are men who have a heart in the work, and un- 
dertook the rebuilding of the school houses of the district. Differences of 
opinion arose as to the location of the houses, remonstrances were presented, 
indignation meetings held, &c., and the enterprise was, at least temporarily, 
abandoned. 

Public Sentiment, — The prevailing sentiment of the county is favorable to 
the system, and is gradually, but certainly, improving. 

General Remarks and Suggestions, — fn my last annual report 1 stated, as a 
probability, that more houses would be built under the law during the then 
next year than had been before. In this 1 have been sadly disappointed. A 
number of houses have been built by subscription since the adoption of the 
system, and are held as private property. The owners object to being taxed 
for the erection of houses in other parts of the district, and should it be at- 
tempted would, undoubtedly, close their houses against the directors, thus 
plunging the district into very serious difficulty. The difficulty must be met 
at some time, and delay is only increasing it ; and 1 am pleased to see that 
some are disposed to look it square in the face. 

The amendments to the general law suggested to the last Legislature^ meet 
my approval. 
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1 would suggest the changing of the school year, so as to commence on 
the first Monday of May. I have conferred with directors on this subject, 
and it meets their approval. The summer term of the schools in this county 
generally commences in May, as it is one of the most pleasant months for 
schools. 



YoEK County. — A. R, Blair, 

School Houses, — Sufficient in all respects: — Carroll 3; Chanceford 5; Lower 
Chanceford 2j Codorus .5; North Codorus 2; Conewago 5j Dillsburg 1; 
Dover 8; Fairview 4; Fawn 2; Franklin 5; Hanover 1; Heidelberg 8; 
Hellam ^j Hopewell 7; Jackson 6j Lewisberry 1; Logansville 1; 5lan- 
chester 3 ; West Manchester .^ ; West Manheim 3 ; Monaghan 2 ; Newberry 
11; Paradise 2 ; Peach Bottom -J-; Shrewsbury bor, 1; Shrewsbury tp. 6; 
Springfield 1; Spring Garden Sj Stewartstown Ij Warrington 5; Washing- 
ton 85 Windsor 1; Lower Windsor 2; Wriffhtsville 1; York bor. 4j York 
tp. 4; Glen Rock 1 — 138. Of these houses at least two-thirds may be ranked 
as first class buildings, and built after plans in School Architecture. 

Wholly defective: — In Carroll t; Chanceford 2; Codorus 1; North Codo- 
rus 2; Conewago 1 ; Fiiwn 1 ; Heidelberg 1 ; Hellam 3j Hopewell 2; West 
Manchester 1; West Manheim 1; Monaghnn 3 ; Peach Bottom 1; Shrews- 
bury tp. 2; Springfield 1; Warrington 4* j Washington Ij Lower Windsor 
1 ; York bor. 1— 3i. 

The number of school houses built during the last year was quite small. 
In the borough of York two very hundsome t\fo story brick buildings, each 
containing four large school rooms, were erected. 

Furniture and jipparatus. — With tasteful furniture and adequate appara- 
tus: — In the borough of York 12 j Hanover 5j West Manchester 9; Lewis- 
berry 1 ; Dillsburg 1—28. 

insufficient furniture, &c.: — In Carroll 1 y Chanceford 3 ; Lower Chance- 
ford 5 ; Codorus 1 ; North Codorus 2 ; Conewago 1 \ Dover 1 ; Fawn 4 5 
Heidelberg 1; Hellam 3; Hopewell 4; West Manchester 1; West .Manheim 
1 J Monaghan 3; Peach Bottom 1; Shrewsbury tp. 2; Springfield 3j War- 
rington 3 y Washington 1 ; Windsor 3 ; Lower Windsor 2 — 46. The schools 
are all, with a few exceptions, supplied with charts and black-boards. The 
average extent of black-board surface to each school, 34 square feet. 

Schooia, — Graded:— in Hanover 5j Manchester 2j Shrewsbury bor. 2j 
Wrightsville 6 ; York bor. 24 ; Glen Kock 2— 4L 

Ungraded: — With proper classification of pupils and regular series of class 
books, 29G. it is to be regretted that iu a few of the schools, in which a 
regular series of text-books has been adopted, teachers are careless about 
this matter and do not classify their pupils. If they persist in this course, I 
will publish their names in my next report. 

Certificates, — The lowest average of the figures on which a provisional 
certificate was issued, was 31. I conformed strictly to the face of the certi- 
ficate, — believing that the figures 4 and 5, which are on the certificate, mean 
iomethirig. I accordingly marked candidates in the difil?rent branches, from 
1 to 5 ; and when the average fell below 3i, 1 rejected the candidate. If 
possible, 1 intend to make 3 the lowest average during my summer examina- 
tions. 

Moral Instruction. — Number of schools in which the scriptures were regu- 
arly read, 208 \ in which moral instruction was imparted by means of a text* 
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book, 86 ; in which it was regolarly and usefully given, orally or prceeptiTely, 
81. 

Visitation. — The number of schools in my district, and the average time 
which they are in session, prevent me from visiting each school once during 
the session. This year 1 visited 222 schools, with an average duration of 
each visit of one and a-haif hours. The number that was not visited, 115. 
Number of directors in the county, 234^^ that accompanied me at the visita- 
tions, 46. 

Institutes. — Number of county institutes 1; duration 3 days; teachers pre- 
sent 208. District institutes 13; meetings of each in the term 12; average 
number of teachers on the roll 11. 

The perceptible effects of district institutes will be found in the quotations 
that I have selected from the term reports of a few of our district secretaries. 
A. B. Reynold, Esq., of Washington: *' During the past year our schools 
made great improvement. They are at least one hundred per cent, better 
than they were two years ago. Our district institute was in session once a 
Week, and was well attended, all of the teachers taking an active part, ex- 
cept two. The exercises consisted of drills and discussions. And 1 am fully 
convinced that the district instiMite has given quite an impetus to the good 
work, as many parents are now taking an active part." Adam W. Hinkle, 
of Heidelberg: "The teachers have all been very faithful in attending to 
their duties. The patrons of the district visited the schools with the board 
of directors. During the session, we had regular meetings at the close of 
each month ; at which time the teachers, directors and parents indulged in 
pleasant and profitable discussions." W. H. Bond, of West Manchester: 
" Chief improvement, uniformity of text-books. Our district institute was 
in session every fortnight, an^ was regularly attended by all of the teachers, 
except two." Geo. W. Shive, Esq., of North Codorus : " The directors and 
teachers of our district formed themselves into an association, and made the 
attendance of each member compulsory. Our meetings exerted a happy in- 
fluence." Levi M. Spangler, of Warrington : " The schools of this district 
are in a progressive state. More interest has been awakened in the publia 
mind than ever before, and the teachers, seconded by the efforts of the direc- 
tors, have tried to discharge their duties faithfully." . Peter Heiges, of Mona- 
ghan : " We had good teachers last winter, and the schools made great 
progress." J. B. Baughman, of Paradise : "\Ve established a teachers' insti- 
tute, which was regularly attended by parents, directors and teachers. The 
institute has worked eflfectually, and has been the means of driving away 
many erroneous opinions held against the school system, it has inspired the 
people with greater activity and energy in the work of regenerating the 
schools." 

District Secretaries. — ^Districts having secretaries, who acted as district 
superintendents : Codorus, North Codorus, Heidelberg, Jackson, Manchester, 
West Manchester, Paradise, Shrewsbury tp.. Spring Garden, Washington, 
Windsor, Hellam and Chanceford — Total 13. They visited the school once 
a month. 

Progress in Districts. — The districts that made marked progress in educa- 
tional improvement during the vear, are Carroll, Codorus, North Codorus, 
Gonewago, Dillsburg, Hellam, Manchester, West Manchester, Monaghan, 
Newberry, Paradise, Peach Bottom, Shrewsbury tp., Warrington, Washing- 
ton, Windsor, Glen Rock, Wrightsville, Stewartstown and Hanover. Their 
success was owing to various causes: — In some, to the increase of the length 
of the school term, in others the careful selection of teachers, regular visita- 
tion by parents and directors, with due attention to the selection and general 
inti^dduction olf text- books. 
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PttbNc Sentiment. — The school system is received by the majority of our 
citizens with favor ; notwithstanding the opposition of those whose constant 
complaint is scarcity of money and burdensome taxes. 

Plana for next year, — I do not propose any change from the plans of last 
y>ar. The programme of my operations will be : 

First. The regular examination of teachers in presence of their respective 
boards of directors. 

Second. The visitations of schools, and district institutes. 

I would snggest to directors, that as the State furnishes each district with 
one copy of the School Journal, the secretary of each board shall read care- 
fally to the members of the board at each regular meeting, the decisions of 
the State Superintendent, and thus make themselves thoroughly acquainted 
with the workings of the system ; and in this way many of the difficulties 
that occur so frequently, will be avoided 
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BERKS.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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BKADFOBD.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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BUCKS.— TAIiULAB STATEMENT. 
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BUTLER.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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COLOMBIA.— TABULAB STATEMENT, 
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LANCASTEK.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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LUZERNE.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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XOKTHAMPTOX.— TABULAR STATEUEXT, 
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PERRY AND PIKE. 
far the athool year ending June 3, 1861. 
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POTfER AND SNYDEB. 
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SDSQOEHANNA.— TABULAR STATEMENT, 
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for the icioot ytar ejniing June 3, 1861, 
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D18TBICT8 UNPAID, 

Becauat they kavt not yet reported^ though they are supposed to be entitled to the appropri^ 

tiontfor 1861. 



ArmstroBg oountj, Ho?«T, (Ind.) diat.. $21 60 

OambrU Kiohland 164 40 

Olarion OarlliTUle 36 00 

Clinton Keating 64 00 

Greena Jaokaon. • 70 00 

Do ...Jefrenon twp 90 20 

Indiana .Ghorrytroe boro*. . • $24 40 



H'Kean ooanty. . Oorrdon difltrlot. . • • . • 

Potter • . JaokioB 

Do Stewardton ••• 

Venango Tioneata twp 

Weatmoreland.. .Salem boro'^(Ind.)« • • 



$32 00 

766 

27 66 

67 60 

27 60 



Wyoming. 



.OTerfield 60 40 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 



Because they had less than four months School in 1861. 



Bedford oonntj, Harriion diftrict. • . • • $72 40 

Do Monroe 140 80 

Do West ProTidenoe lOS 20 

Cambria Blaoklick 67 20 

Clearfield GaUch 68 60 



Fayette county, SalUiek dif triot $92 46 

Hantingdon CaM...«« 61 60 

Do Union 76 80 

Potter.... Genesee, (Ind.) • 17 26 

Venango Gooperstown boro. . . • • 32 40 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 
Because they had no Schools in opettation in 1861. 



Fayette oonnty, Springfield distriot. . . $112 40 

Falton M'Connellsbnrg boro', 63 20 

Forest Tioneata. 7 30 

Greene Alleppo » 116 00 



JefTerson ooan^, Bamett difltriot. • • • $66 00 

SchaylkUl North 28 00 

8omerBet.....«i«**Stoystown boro'.... 39 60 

Venango PleasantTille 38 00 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 

And whose State Appropriation has been forfeited by h^tving no Schools at ally from the 

beginning of the system^ or for many years. 



Bearer ooanty, Harmony distriot. 

Bedford. ....... Southampton 

Berks Distriot 

Lancaster West Gooalioo. . . . 

M'Eean Witmore 

Horthomber'd, Gamervn. ...•.••. 

Do Jaokaon 

Do ••••Jordan. 

Do. ....••• .Mahanoy, Little. . 

Do Mahanoy, Upper. . 

Do Mahanoy, Lower. 

Do Washington 



$46 30 

165 60 
67 60 

336 00 
480 
40 80 
71 60 
98 00 
60 40 
96 SO 

160 00 
78 00 



Potter ooanty Keating distriot. . • $11 20 

Schaylkill MahantanM. U.... 66 60 

Somerset Oonemaagn. •••••• 88 40 

Do Paint *r 86 30 

SalliTan Shrewsbary..^..^. 37 30 

Wyoming Falls • • 78 60 

Do •Lemon •- 88 80 

Do Tunkhannock twp. 66 80 

Do Washington 69 60 

Westmoreland Ligonier boro' 40 80 

Tork Manheim 119 60 
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ENUMERATION OF TAXABLES. 



CORRECTED COUNTY TABLE, 

Ofihe Taxable Citizens of Pennsylvania^ according to the Triennial Enumera' 

tion of 1860. 



CoTTNTiKi. No. of tazables 

Adams 79754* 

Allegheny. ...^^ 32,288 

Armstrong 7,Sr>3 

Beaver... 6,187 

Bedford 6,037 

Berks 19,620 

Blair 6,311 

Bradford 9,882 

Bucks 14.,075 

Butler 8,6f)l 

Cambria - 7,307 

Carbon 5,0.^8 

Centre 6,227 

Chester 16,372 

Clarion , . . ^ 5,612 

Clearfield 4, 397 

Clinton 3,838 

Columbia .'),S09 

Crawford... 12,015 

Cumberland 10,4.26 

Dauphin 10 ,821 

Delaware • 6 jV^\> 

Elk - 1,487 

Erie 11,335 

Fayette 8,976 

Forest 281 

Franklin 9,816 

Fulton 2,249 

Greene .#...,. 5,615 

Huntingdon • 6,480 

Indiana 7,482 

Jefferson « 4,136 

Juniata • « 3,816 

Lancaster 2S ,292 






Cou.friii. JBTo. of taxables. 

Lawrence 5,461 

Lebanon 7,851 

Lehigh 10,655 

Luzerne 21,693 

Lycoming 7,991 

M'Kean 1 ,643 

Mercer -. 8,595 

Mifflin 3,972 

Monroe 3,599 

Montgomery 15,988 

Montonr 3,505 

Northampton 11 ,738 

Northumberland 8,U25 

Perry 6,12d 

Philadelphia 105,956 

Pike 1,468 

Potter 2,852 

SchuvlkilJ 19,540 

Snyder 3,768 

Somerset 5,482 

Sullivan 1,313 

Susquehanna ^ 8,285 

Tioga 6,984 

Union 3,761 

Venango. • • • • • 5,960 

Warren , 4,169 

Washington 11 ,363 

Wayne • 7,570 

Westmoreland 12,401 

Wyoming 2,662 

York 18,676 

642,291 



PHILADELPHIA. 



Summary of Schools, TeacAtrs, Scholars, Controllers, 
year ending December 31, 1S6Q. 
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M5 



A General Abitract of the number of ControllerSt DirectorSy Sectiona^ Sckooh^ 
Teachers and ScholarSyJrom IS 18 to December ^ 1860. 



TBABf EVDnro 



1 . . • . ; December 



I.... 
J.... 
4.... 
5.... 
6.... 

r.... 

8.... 

V* • • • 
10.... 
11.... 
13.... 
IS.... 
14.... 
15.... 
16.... 
IT.... 
18.... 
19.... 



81 
SI 

SI 
SI 
SI 
SI 
SI 
SI 
. . ■ do* ..... Ok. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
.do 
do. 
.do. 



SO* ... ... do. . a ... 31 



SI.... 
2«.... 

Xw. . • . 

24.... 
25.... 
26.... 



,do. 

.do 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

,do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 



.31 
,31 
.81 
.31 
.81 
.81 
,31 
.81 
.31 
.81 



...do 81 

...do 31 

...(I0......0I 

. . . do. . . . . .0I 

Jane 30 

...do 30 



21 ..•*:... do. ..... 9U 

jK$. ...'...do..... .«)0 

2* . . • . I . . . do. ..... oO 

SO....|...do 30 

31.... ...do 80 

82. ...{.. .do 80 

S3....'. .'do 30 

84.. ..'... do 30 

86.. ..'... do 30 



86. 



T 



.do. 



,30 



87.... December 31 



88. 
89. 



.do. 
.do. 



.31 
.31 



vv.... • * . do. . . . . « 91 

41.... • . .do. « . • • .81 
42 do 31 



1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1880. 

1831. 

1832. 

18.33. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1887. 

1838. 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1819. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1854. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1800. 
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14 
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8.119 
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16 


16 
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21 
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23 


23 


6,8n 


12 


93 
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12 


108 


10 
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10 


37 


87 
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44 
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9,644 
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43 
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9,849 


12 
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10 


75 


75 


11,127 


12 


108 


10 
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185 


17,009 


12 
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10 


167 


257 


18,794 


12 
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10 
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12 
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1 10 


180 


809 


28,192 


21 


126 


11 
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27,898 


21 


180 


11 
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83,189 


21 
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11 
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554 


86,966 


21 
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i 11 


240 
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21 
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11 
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21 
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11 
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48,198 


23 
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11 


266 
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46,888 


24 
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11 
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48,069 


34 


281 


11 


279 
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49,986 


24 
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11 


286 


840 


60,086 


24 


315 


24 
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876 


62,078 


24 
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24 


803 


935 


64,8U 


24 


815 


24 


304 


940 


66,999 


24 


315 


24 


306 


955 


67,611 


24 


315 


24 


314 


1.013 


69,499 


21 


815 


24 


323 


1.062 


61,746 


24 


320 


24 


335 


1,197 


68,689 
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S Gtnerai Jllutract of all the Expenditures of the city of Pkiladelphia, for 
school purposes, from IttlS to December, 18bU. 
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NOKMAL SCHOOL.— Second District. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL OF THE SECOND DISTRICT, FOR 

THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 1861. 

To the Superintendent of Common Schools for the State of Pennsylvania: 

Sir : — I hereby present to you, in conformity with the fifth section of the 

Normal school act of May 20, 1857, the report of the condition of this in* 

stitution during the school year ending September 1, 1861 : 

Cost. — The whole cost of the Normal school grounds, buildings, furniture and 
apparatus, as presented in the report of the last year, was $60,000 GO. 
The amount expended during the past year in repairs to buildings, 
work on grounds, additions to furniture and apparatus, $650 00. 
Total $60,650 00 

Debt. — The debt consists of a judi^menton the properly to secure bonds 
issued to the amount of $12,800 00, and upon which six per cent, 
interest is paid semi-annually; and a temporary loan of $S,600 CO.; 
Total $2l,b00 00 ; from which, if we deduct cash on hand and 
moneys due for tuition and considered available, — $1,300 00, — there 
will remain a balance of $20,300 00. 

Income. — The amount rceived from students for tuition during the past year 
was $7,520 68 ; the amount received from steward for rent was 
$2,410 00; amount received from miscellaneous sources, books, &c., 
$706 79 ; amount of appropriation received from the State Treasure 
$5,000 00 ; total $15,826 68. 

Expenditures. — Paid to the faculty of the school $6,528 66 ; paid to other, 
ofiicers $100 00; paid for repairs to buildings $225 00; paid for 
additions to furniture and apparatus $4-25 00 ; paid interest on debt 
$1,500 00; paid temporary loan in part $5,000 00; paid for trees, 
shrubbery, taxes, insurance, books, &c., $1,781 61 ; total $15,560 27. 

Instructors. — The number of Professors and Teachers engaged in the school 
was fourteen — eight male and six female 

Students. — The school was open during two terms of twenty- two weeks each, 
and the number of students registered was five hundred and 
sixty-three, one hundred and twenty of whom were in the Model 
school. This is the largest number that attended the school in one 
year since its organization ; and never before was the working of the 
school or the deportment and progress of the students more satisfactory. 
Of the whole number of students, about one half had their places of 
residence withm this Normal district, and nearly all of the rest were 
from other counties in this State. Some forty counties were represent- 
ed by students. There were twenty-six students from other States. 

Graduates. — At the recent commencement two students graduated in the 
scientific course; three, in the elementary course ; and three practical 
teachers, not regular students, were examined and received State 
certificates. 

Present number of Students. — Thenumber of students, nowenrolled, is about 
two hundred in the Normal school and sixty in the Model school. 
This exhibits but a small decrease from the number at the same 
time one year ago. Nothing else could show so clearly the healthy 
condition of the school, especially when taken in connection with 
the fact that a company of soldiers was raised for the war by a 
member of the faculty, in which a considerable number of students 
enlisted, and many more left school to join other companies. 
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Course of STtmT. — There has been no essential change in the courses of study 
since last report. While the highest course comprehends all the 
branches usually taught in college, the elementary course embraces no 
study not considered necessary for a teacher of our common schools. 
The means and methods relied upon to train teachers, described in 
former reports, still prove themselves well adapted to that end. 

Wants. — The most pressing wants of the school continue to be a library of 
books for reference, additional philosophical apparatus and a richer 
cabinet, a gymnasium with appropriate apparatus, better means of 
lighting the buildings, and a reduction in the price of tuition for 
teachers. 

Students on District Account. — No board of directors has taken measures to 
defray the expenses of a single student, and it is feared that this 
feature of the Normal school law will remain practically inoperative, 
if it continue without modification. If the action of districts in this 
respect could be made a condition to their receiving the State appro- 
priation, it would remove the difficulty. 

Cost OF Instruction. — The cost of tuition, boarding, lodging, washing, fuel, 
light, &c., at this institution, for students in the elementary course, 
is $146 00 for a year of forty-four weeks, or at the rate of $3 31 per 
week. But while this expense is too great to be incurred by the 
majority of teachers in our common schools, who are employed for 
less than six months in the year, and at an average salary of little 
over $25 00 per month for one sex and less than $20 00 for the other, 
it is a relief to know that it is not more than the cost of boarding 
alone, at some of the Normal schools of other States. 

State Appropriation. — The appropriation of $5,000 00, granted by the State 
last winter, was used in paying off a part of the debt of the institution. 
It answerd agood end. An annual interest of $1,500 00 sadly weighs 
down the energies of a school. It is well known that there is not 
a good school of this class in the whole land that can support itself. 
Were it not for State or individual liberality, we could have no such 
schools. Had this institution not enjoyed the bounty of generous 
friends, with all its prosperity its income must have fallen below its 
expenditures. The State gave the school $5,000 00 ; the remaining 
debt is 20,300 00. Ten sister States have State Normal schools. 
The buildings for them have, in nearly all cases, been erected by the 
States, and the States sustain them by annual appropriations. Ought 
Pennsylvania to do less, because her generous people save her a great 
part of the expense willingly incurred by State authorities elsewhere 1 
The State passed the law under which Normal schools are organized; 
the State fixes the course of study pursued in them, inspects them, 
furnishes diplomas to their graduates, requires them to train her 
teachers, to examine them, to grant them certificates, and certainly it 
can not be supposed that enlightened legislators designed all this to 
be done without State aid. Willing to make any sacrifices, however, 
becoming times like these, this institution does not ask further help 
of the State during the coming session of the Legislature. We need 
such help badly ; we think the State ought to grant it ; but we are 
willing, if other institutions with equal claims upon the State do like- 
wise, to forego our claim for the present, in order that the State may 
devote all its means to aid in putting down the great rebellion that 
now threatens to overthrow our government. 

ABKAHAM PETERS, 
MiLLERSViLLE, J^ov, 5, 1861. PrtsU Board of Trustees. 
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Lancoiier Cmmty^ »»: 

Personally appeared before me, the nndersignedi a justice of the peace iu 
and for said county, the above named Abraham Peters, who being daly affirmed, 
says that the within and foregoing report is true to the best of his knowledge. 

Witness my hand and seal the 8th day of November, A. D. 1S61. 

CHAS. DENNES, J. P. 



NORTH-WESTERN NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Twelfth District, 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NORTH-WESTERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL (THE TWELFTH 
district) for the TEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 1861. 

To the Superintendent of Common Schools for the State of Pennsylvania : 

Sir : — In compliance with the provisions of the fifth section of the Normal 
school act, passed May 20, 1857, the first annual report of the condition and 
operations of this institution, up to the first of September, 1861, is respect- 
fully submitted : 

Cost. — Grounds, with grading and fencing, to beginning of year, $2^000 00 

Buildings 20,000 00 

Furniture .^ .... 2,000 00 



24,000 00 



Other Assets. — Amount received from State appropriation, by 

act of 1861 $5,000 00 

Amount due on subscription • 1 ,500 00 

6,500 00 



Income. — Amount received from students for tuition $750 00 

Do do steward for rent 100 00 

Do do miscellaneous sources 50 00 

Do. due institution for tuition 100 00 

Do. received from directors of district on account of 

model school 600 00 



1,600 

Salaries. — To faculty of instruction. The amount received from tuition 
and miscellaneous sources, is distributed among the faculty. 

Other Expenses. — Addition to buildings. 

Repairs $200 00 

Apparatus 1,000 00 

New furniture 000 00 

Debt paid .-, 4,000 00 

5,200 00 
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Debt. — Temporary. «• ..^.^^ «. $500 00 

Stock and Dividend. — No shares of stock are held by any one, consequently 
no dividends to be declared. The funds of the institution, together with its 
income, are wholly devoted, after deducting repairs and necessary expenses, to 
the payment of the salaries of the faculty. 

Faculty. — Number of male teachers employed 6 

Do female do 2 

Terms. — Two sessions of twenty-two weeks each 44 weeks. 

Students. — In the Normal Department — males 60 

Do do. . r« • . .females • 77 

Average age of Students. — Males years, 19 

Females ". . 18 

Students' places of Kesi6ence. — In this Normal district 131 

In other parts of the State 00 

Out of the Slate 6 

Students now enrolled. — In Elementary course — males ... 25 

Do do . . . females • 20 

Scientific Teachers' course — males 2 

Do do females 3 

Classical Teachers' course — males 1 

Do do females 1 

Preparatory course ^-^ ...»...,.. none. 

Attending on District account 1 

Students Graduated none. 

Branches of Study. — All che branches are included in the course of study 
which are required by law to be taught in common schools; especial attention 
being given to drill in elementary branches. In the scientific and classical 
course, natural science, mathematics, literature and language, are pursued as 
fully as at any of the colleges of the Commonwealth. 

Lectures on the theory and practice of teaching to the graduating class, 
throu£rhout the year. This class also have practice in teaching in the model 
school at least half an hour each day, during the sessions of the Senior year. 

Cost of Tuition. — Average — per session $9 00 

Boarding, lodging, washing, fuel, light and use 

of books — Average — per session (in the Hall,) 4-0 00 

To self boarders 20 00 

Model ScnooL. — Pupils in model school — admitted from outside of 

the school district, — males 6 — 'females 4 10 

Pupils, children of inhabitants of the district — ad- 
mitted free, — males 52 — females 48 100 

Average age — males 10 

Do females. , 8 

Number of classes 9 

GRoirNDS. — These have been graded, and the roadways and foot-paths laid 
out and partially graveled, and the parterre made ready for the reception of the 
shrubbery and flowers. We only await the means to complete the adorn- 
ment of the same. The erection of a Gymnasium for the young men, and the 
completion of the room set apart for that purpose for the young ladies, are in 
contemplation, but, as with the adornment of the grounds, means are wanting 
to place everything in that order which the interests of the school and the 
welfare of the pupils demand. With our debt now removed, as will be seea 
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by the stntement above, we hope soon to be able, by the aid of faithful friends, 
to have the grounds and buildings in complete order for the comfort, con- 
venience nnd physical welfare of the pupils; and with the faculty of instruc- 
tion now engaged, we hope confidently to fulfil every reasonable expectation 
of the department, as well as of the friends of the common school system of 
the Slate. 

Of the workings of the institution in the departments of instruction, its 
wants and necessities, its present success and promises for the future, you are 
respectfully referred to the report of the Principal, which accompanies and is 
presented as part of this report. 

WM. CAMPBELL, 
Preset Board of Trvsteea, 

Edinbouo', »Ybv. 11, 1S61. 

Sworn and subscribed the 11th day of November, A. D. 18G1, before 

JOHN W. CAMriiELL, J. P. [l. s.J 



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT. 

To the Board of Trustees of the J^orth-V/esterji State jYormal School of tht 

Twelfth District : 

Gentlemen: — I herewith respectfully submit my first annual report of the 
state and operations, together with the deficiencies and necessities, of the in- 
stitution under your care. 

The ofliicial recognition of this, as the North- Western Normal school for 
the Twelfth Normal district of the Commonwealth, took place on the .*^()!h day 
of January, 1861, and from that date, it has entered upon its career as one of 
the instiMitions connected with the State sj'stem of common school ednration, 
the desijrn of which, primarily, is the due training of teachers for the com- 
mon schools of the State. 

During the portion of the year that has elapsed since our official recogni- 
tion, the total number of pupils in attendance in the Normal Department, has 
been about 100. Of this number, a large majority was composed of young 
gentlemen and ladies who had already been engaged as teachers of coinnjon 
schools; but feeling the necessity of higher qualifications, they set aj)art a 
portion of their slender incomes to defray the expen^e of one or two quarters' 
tuition in the Normal school, and then with new imj>ulsje and increased vigor, 
have they betaken themselves to their calling, only regretting that they had 
not the means to avail themselves of the full course of instruction in (Uir in- 
stitution. Although we may thus be the instrumentality of accomplishing 
much good, yet it is a matter of sincere regret that owing to the limited 
means of the most worthy and talented of such students, they are not enabled 
to attend continuously upon a full course of study and receive the profe:>sional 
diploma. 

It may not be concealed, that with all the eflr>rts of the friends of popular 
education to elevate our common schools, nnd to make the profession of the 
teacher eminent for its dignity and standing among the professions and voca- 
tions of life, there is yet wanting the proper stimulus to induce young men 
and women of ample means to prepare themselves thoroughly for the re- 
sponsibilities of so high a calling. ]3ut few, and they of comparatively 
humble station, seem inclined to put a proper estimate upon the dignity and 
importance of the profession, and these would gladly, if they could, avail 
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themseJves of the adiraDtages of tuition in the State Normal schools, that 
they might take rank as professional teachers. Until the directors of the 
Tarious common school districts throughout the Commonwealth show their 
high appreciation of^the teacher, by demanding higher standards of attain- 
ment, and by maoifesting a willingness to remunerate the accomplished edur 
cator, we may not hope to see the halls of our Normal schools crowded with ' 
Toluntary applicants for their educational appliances and honors. 

In the meantime, while the necessary revolution is slowly but surely going 
on in the minds of the people, and, by the workings of our most excellent 
and popular school system the standard of attainment in the existing class of 
teachers is being gradually elevated, we should be enabled, by means of tha 
very low rate of tuition, or by offering it gratuitously, to hold out inducements 
to such worthy candidates, in each school district of the several Normal dis- 
tricts, as might be designated by the board of directors of the same, to attend 
upon a full course of instruction and receive the professional diploma. It 
may be said that this is already contemplated in the Normal school act, and 
that directors are now empowered by the ninth paragraph of section 6, 'Ho 
select, after public examination, from amongst those, if males, of the age of 
sixteen and upwards, and if females, of not less than fourteen years, who mani- 
fest a desire and a capacity to exercise the profession of teaching," and to re- 
tain such student during the whole term of study in the proper Normal school 
of the district. This is very true. But while only one board of directors in 
the whole Normal district may deem it worth while to avail itself of the 
privilege, scores of most worthy pupils in each school district would gladly 
be the recipients of such favor, it is not their's to choose, and they wait in 
vain upon their less appreciatiijc boards to act in the matter. Meanwhile do 
not the interests of education suffer 1 in view of this state of the case, would 
it not be wise to petition our Legislature for such modification of the Normal 
act, as would eflfectually carry out the intention of that clause 1 

But to return to the topics proposed first to be laid before you, to wit : 
The condition and operations of the institution. — We are as yet in a feeble 
state, being only in the incipiency of our enterprise. The school and its de- 
signs are not yet fuily known throughout our Normal district, and conse- 
quently our pupils are principally resident in that portion of the State imme- 
diately adjacent to the locality of the school ; whereas, being the only Stata 
Normal school west of the mountains, we should have representatives from 
all counties of the western part of the State. So desirable a result will only 
be accomplished by effort on our part to make the school and its advantages 
known. Time and due diligence in disseminating the requisite information 
must eventually effect this. 1 have been enabled, by attending this fall upon 
teachers' institutes in the several counties of the district, to meet large bodies 
of intelligent teachers, to whom the peculiar advantages of our State Normal 
school have for the first time commended themselves ; and it is to be hoped 
that during another year we shall receive large accessions from these sources. 

By your liberality in setting apart one thousand dollars of the sum appro- 
priated by the Legislature at their last session, we have purchased, at a very 
considerable discount from manufacturers' prices, quite a complete Electrical, 
Pneumatic and Chemical apparatus, also a fine transit instrument for survey- 
ing purposes, and a superior telescope for astronomical use; also a complete 
set of meteorological instruments. With these appliances we are enabled 
now to illustrate the sciences, and to impart much more thorough and prac- 
tical knowledge of the same to our pupils. 

Our model school, constituted, as you are aware, of the public schools of 
the district, has been in successful operation during the year. Under the 
direction of the permanent principal of the same, the pupils of the Normal 
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school hare condacted most of the class exercises — ^thas being enabled to re- 
duce to practice the instractions received in their own classes. The time oc- 
cupied in the Model school by the pupils of the Normal school, in no case ex- 
ceeds one hour, and thus they lose no time allotted to their own studies and 
recitations, while they are acquiring practical experience in the art of teaching. 

Although we may sincerely congratulate ourselves upon the numerous ap- 
pliances we have, at so small a cost, for the happy inauguration of this State 
Normal school, we would by no means leave it to be interred that nothing is 
wanting to the successful issue of the same. There are many things which 
seem absolutely essential to our complete success: Ist. The grounds so ad- 
mirably adapted by nature, need the handiworJc of art to finish the adorn- 
ment for which they have been partially prepared. 2d. A Gymnasium, with 
proper appliances for physical exercise, should be erected for young men ; and 
the gallery designed for similar use for the young ladies needs to be finished 
and properly furnished. 3d. Libraries of books, for reference on scientific 
and other subjects, are much needed ; and Mineralogicdl and other cabinets 
cannot well be dispensed with. 4th. A barn and woodhouse are much need- 
ed for the convenience and comfort of the steward and students occupying 
the boarding halls. 5th. More furniture is necessary for the maintenance of 
good order in the ladies' hall; especially should the reception room be carpet- 
ed and properly furnished. 

We look forward with a good degree of confidence that at no distant period 
these and all other minor deficiencies will be supplied, and our institution be 
amply prepared to fulfil the expectations of all the friends of our common 
school system. 

JAMES THOMPSON, Principal. 

Edinboro', JVbo. 11, 1861. 
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